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\\, ;  Tothe Reader. - | 
niſhment can be more terrible, than for ſuch a 
wretched ſoul to eat and. drink Damnation to 

#t ſelf.?  Melanfthon records a wery dread- 
full example of Gods righteous Fudgment up- 
' . 0n a cormpany of prophent wretches, who in a 


Tragedy intended to a# the death of Chriſt 
upon the Croſs. . He that afted the Souldiers 
part, inſtead of piercing with his Spear a 
bladder fall of blood hid under the garment, 
wounded bim tn death that was upon the 
Croſs ; who fallins down, killed him,who (in 
& dilguiſe) ated the part of the woman that 
- food wailing under the C-oſs, Flis Brother, 
who was firſt ſlain, ſlew the murderer, who 
acted the Souldicrs part ;, and for ſlaying him, 
as himſelf hanged by order of Fuſtice. Thus 
did the wengeance of God ſpeedily overtake 
them, and hang'd them up in Chains, for a 
warning to all that ſhould ever dare to dally 
with the great and jealous God. © 
. . Theſe are avid ſtrokes, and yet not ſa 
terrible as thoſe which are more ordinarily, 
oy ſenſibly inflifted upom the inner man 
e 


abuſe of this Qrainaxce. . 


|. | , To prevent theſe Judgments, and obtain 
; j | theſe 
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To the Reader. 


t hoſe Bleſſmgs which come through this Ordi _ - 
nance, .great regard muſt be had to two 
things, viz 1. The Inbeing, 2, The 
Activity of true Grace, 

I. Examine thy ſelf, Reader,whether there 
be any gracions principle planted in thy ſout, 
whereby thou art alive maeed unto God. It 
Was an antient abuſe of the Sacrament (con- 
demned and caſt out by the > © 
Carthaginian Council) & Concil. Carthag. 
give it unto dead men. Dead © 5: Placult ut 
ſoulycan have no Commu- ,, wm detur 
nion with the living God ; Euthariſiia, %c. 
”o more benefit from this | 
Table, than the Emperors Gneſts had from". ' 
his Table, where Loaves of Gold wens ſet be-_ . 


fore them to eat. There is more than a ſh:w 


of prace-in the Sacrament '; "it hath not only 


the viſible fign, but the ſpiritual grace alſo - 
which it repreſents. See that there be more 
than a ſhew & viſible ſign of grace alſo in thy 
ſoul, when thau comeſf nigh to the Lord in ' 
that Ordinance. See to the exerciſe-and 
attivity, as well as to the truth and ſincerity 
of thy grace. Even a Belicyer bimfelf doth 
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To the Reader; 


mot eat and drink worthily, unl:(s the grace 


"That is in him be excited and exerciſed at 
zhis Ordinance., It is not Paith imhering, but 
Faith realizing, applyinz and powerfully 
aworking. It zs not a diſpoſition to bumilias 
tion for ſin, but the attual thaying and melt- 
ing of the heart for ſin,whilf thou lookeſt on 
him whom thou haſt pierced,and mourneſt 
for him, as one that mourneth for his only 
Son, for his Firſt-bern. Nor. x it a diſpoſe- 
Zt0n or principle of laye to Chriſt that us on!y 

- required, but the ſtirring up of that fire of love, 

#be exciting of it into a vehement flame. 


25 know the excitations and exerciſes of 


grace are attended with great difficalties.They 
are not things within our command, and at 
our beck. O ! "tis hard, "tis bard indeed, Rea- 


der, even after God hath taken the heart of 
| Fone out of thee, and given thee an heart of 


Feſh, to maurn aftually for (in, even when [6 
great an occaſion and cail i given thee to that 
4 - work at the Lords Table ; for the ſame power 
- & requiſite to excite the att that was required 
#0 plant the babit. Gratia gratiam poſtular, 
' Woppever, the auty as thine, though the 
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To the Reader; 
{Power be Gods; why elſe are bis people 
blamed, becauſe they ſtirred not up themſelves 
fo take bold of bim? lfa, 64.7, 
i To afſift thee in this work, ſome help is of 
| fered inthe following Meduations, *Tis true 
Y it zs not the relſſiing of the beſt Meditation? 
another can prepare for thee, that will alter © 
the temper of thy heart, except the Spirit of 
God concur with theſe truths, and bleſs them. 
to thy ſoul: But yet theſe helps muſt net be 
{lighted,becauſe they are not ſelf-ſufficient, Man 
lives not by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceederh out of the month of God; yet 
it were a fond vanity and fin for any man 
| #porz that ground, to caſt away bread, and 
expedt to live by @ miracle without it. We 
muſt lift up our hearts to God fer a bleſſing, 
and then eat ; do the ſame here, firſt pray, 
then read, and the Lord quicken thee by it 
for duty. There are two things of ſpecial cons 
cernment 10 the Reader, when thou art tg 
addreſs thy ſelf to any ſolemn duty, eſpecially 
ſuch as this. 2 | 
1. Prepare for thy duty diligently. 
2. Rely not up.n thy preparations. * 
| I, Prepare 


_- | 'To the Reader. fs 
I. Prepare with all diligence for thy duty \ 
rake pains with thy dull beart ; cleanſe 11) | / 

polluted heart ; compoſe thy vain heart ;, rei 
| member how great a preſence thou art af” 
j Non puta- proaching. If Auguſtus 1hus re- 
| bammetibi froved one thalntertained him | © 


| tam fami- without ſuitable preparation, [ay- }| © 
M7 liarem. . mp, I did not think we had 

[i beenſo familiar; much more may thy God "© 
reprove thee for thy careleſs negle& of due 


preparation for him. 0 
* + +2 But yet take heel on the other fudegthat thou rely | 
; 20t upon thy beſt preparations. It is an ingenious and 
| true note of Luther, ſpeaking to this very point of al, 
<td preparation for the Sacrament ; he 


f-  Tunc peſſime "Never are men more unfit, than 
| -  diſpoſirus quan- ..: when they think themſelves moſt 
do aptiſſime. 0 fit,and beſt prepared for their duty; || Lt 
+ rt: never more fit, than when mo of 
humbled and aſhamed in a ſenſe of their own unfitneſs. 
© That the bleſſing of God, and the breathing s of his 
good. Spirit, may accompary theſe poor 1abours 10 thy 
foul, : s the hearts defare of 


Ov5t5 Thy Servant in Chriſt, | 


John Flavell. 
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} Sacramental Meditations on the fol 
} lowing ſelec places of Scripture. 


RP Edit. upon P/al. 89. 7. God is 
; greatly to be feared in the Aſſembly 
, i of bis Saints, and to be had in reverence of 
_| lt that are about him 

Il Pedit. upon, fer. 12.2, Thou art 
| f near intheir mouth,and far from their reins. 
| II Pedit, upon Rom, 7, 21, I find then 
a Law, that when I would do good, evil 
, | 5 preſent 203th me. 

{V Medit. upon Epbef. 1. 13. In Sham 
alſo, afier that ye belicued, ye were ſealed 
Novick the holy Spirit of Promyſe. 
| V PMedit. upon Fohn 1. 29, Behold the” 
Lamb of God which taketh away the ſins 
of the world, FS 

VI Pedit.. upon Rom, 8, 32, He that of 
pared not his on Sin, but delivered him up 
or us all, how ſhall he not with him. alſo 
Py give us all thmps ©. 

11 Pedit. upon ark 9. 24. nd © 
Fr ang 8) e Father LE rhe Ghya ph 
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and ſaid with tears, Lord, 1 believe, help 


my unbelief. 

VIII Pedit. upon P/al. 4.0. 8. I delight 
10.do thy will O my God ; yea thy Law is 
within my heart. .' 


IX Medit. upon Zech. 22. 10, part. | | 


And they ſhall lock upon him 3vhom they have | 


pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him as one 
mourneth for his only Son, and ſhall be in 
bitterneſs for him, as one that is in bitter- 
meſs for his firſt born. 

X Mevdit. upon fobn 6. 55. For my 


- fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 


indeed. 
, "XI Medit, upon Canticles'8. 6. Set me 
as a Seal upon thy beaxt, as a Seal upon 
thine arm; for love is ftrong as death, jea- 
loufie zs cruel as the grave ; the coals there- 
of are coals of fire, which bath a moſt vehe- 
ment flame. £2 

X1il Pedit, upon Epbeſ. 3. 19. And to 
know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth kngw- 
ledge, - | 
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The Firſt Meditation. 
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 Phal. 89. 7. God is greatly to. be feared in 
the Aſſembly of his Saints, and to be 
'— bad in, reverence of all that are abont him. 


| \HERE are ſpecial Seaſons where- 

in the Saints approach near unto. 
£ by God in this Lite, and wherein 
& | the Lord comes near unto them, 
It pleafeth the Majeſty of Heaven ſome- 
e | times to admit poor worms of the Earth to 
n | ſuch ſenfible and ſweet pzrceprions of him- 
7- | ſelf, as are found above all expreſſions, and 
- | ſeems to be a tranſient glance upon that 
e-f| glory, which glorified eyes more- ſteadily 
behold above, Believing, M 
rofl 298 rejoyce with joy un- *AjaMud on aeeh 


\ 


| [peakable, and full of glo- CL RGTyS - 
Ty, or glorified joy; A8'it is, abit 8 glorifica- 
x Per, 1,8, And yet how to, Maontan. . © 
Iweer and excellent fo 
F Ep et * *ever" 
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2 + Sacramental Beditations, 


ſoever theſe foretaſts of Heaven are, Hea- 
ven itſelf will be, an unſpeakable ſurprize 
tothe Saints, when theyſhall come thither. 

Now among all thoſe Ordinances, where- 
in the bleſſed God manifeſts himſelf ro the 
Children of Men, none are found to fef 


# forth more of the joy of his prefence, than 


thar of the Lards Supper ; Ar that blefled 
Table are ſuch ſenſible embraces betwixt 
Chriſt and Believers, as do aftord a delighr 


\' and foiace beyond the joy of the whole 
#; Earth, Rig 


| And where ſuch ſp:cial manifcſtations of 
God are, ſuitable difpolitions and prepara- 


tions ſhould be found on our part to meet 


the Lord. | | 
And certainly we ſhall find reaſyn enough 
for jr, if we w1ll confider the importonce of 


; this Scripture before.us, God ts greatly to be 
il feared in the £ſſorably of his Saints, and ro 


be had in. reverence «f all that are round 


' . about im: Whercin we have, 1. The 


Object. 2, The Subject, 2. The Mode 
of Divine Worſhip, © 
Fiſt, The Objeg cf Waſkip, God; 


a. 
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Sacramental Meditations, <E 
God is to feared: In all Divine Worſhip - 
Men and Angels have to do with God, All - 
things (faith the Ap>ſtle) are open and 
naked to the eyes of him with whom we 
| bave to do, Heb. 4.13. with whom we 
i - have ſpeech or buſmeſs, So it may be ſenſed, 
when we worſhip, we draw nigh to God, 
and that about the greateſt concerns and 
weightieſt buſineſs in the world, 
Secondly, The S#bje#, or) the perſons 
that approach unto God in his worlhip,his 
Saints,and all that are about him. By Saints, 
many” Inrerpreters do 'm this place under- 
ſtand the Angels, called Saznts from the pu- 
rity and holmeſs of their nature; and fo 
-make .the! next clauſe exegeticzl of this, 
Thofe that before were call'd -Saints in re- _ 
ſpe of their Nature, are inthe next words 
' faid ro beſuch as are round abour him; his" 
Satellites, Attendants, or thoſe that ſtand' 
, as Servants about him, ro do his pleaſure, 
where they are deſcribed by. their Office ; 
and both theſe ſeem to 'be grounded upan; = 
the: precedent Verſes, "Ibo in the Heaven 
can be compared to the Lord © Who\among 
LF aa B 2 | the 
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| | 4 Sacramental Peditations. 

'| the Sons of the Mighty (or of God, ſo the 
Angels are call'd, Fob 1.6.) can be likened 
zo the Lord ? And though it be true, that 
the Angels worſhip and ſerve the Lord 


with greateſt reverence and dread ( for } 


theſe are bis nigh Qnes, or ſuch as are round 
about him) yer there 1s no neceſſity to limit 
this Scripture ſo. narrowly, by excluding 
the people of God on Earth ; they alſo are 
/! hisSaints, and more frequently ſo ſtiled, 
{|| tho' they be Saints of a lower Claſs and 
| Order; and they alſo are round about him 
Mi as well as the Argels, and when they wor- 
| ſhip him, he is in the midſt of them, 24ar. 
' 18. 20, and the place where they Aſ- 
'. ſemble to worſhip, is call'd the place of his 
Feet, I/a. 60. 13, But if we bnd not the 


{- Saints on Earth in the dire and immedi- 


ats ſenſe of this Texr, yet we muſt needs 
meer. them in the rebound and confe- 
quence ;. For if creatures ſo much above 
| us asthe Angels, do perform their Service, 
- and pay their Homage to the higheſt Ma- 
Kkſty with ſo much fear and reverence, ſhall 
not inferiour creatures, the poor Wormagof 
| _ the 
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Sacramental Peditations, yg: 


the Earth, - tremble at his preſence > And 
this brings us to the third thing. - 

Namely, 3. The Mode, or manner in 
which the Worthip of God 1s to be per- 
formed, viz, with great fear and reverence. 
God is greatly to be feared. Piſcator tranf- 
Jates it, Yehermenter formidandus, to be ve- 
hemently feared ; and oppoſes it to that 
formal, careleſs, trifling, vain ſpirit, which 
foo often is found in thoſe that appreach 
the Lord in the duties of his Worſhip. The 
Obſervation from hence will be this. 

Obl. That the preateſs compoſedneſs and 

ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit 1s due to Ged, from 
al thoſe that draw nigh unto him m 
his Worſhip, _— . 

And this is no more than what the Lord 

_expreſly requires at our hands, Lev, 10 3- 

I will be ſanfified in them that come nigh 
unto me : Sy Heb.12.28. Let ns have grace, 
whereby we may ſerve God acceptably, with 
reverence and godly fear, for our God is a 
conſuming fire, 

And as this diſpoſition and temper of 
Piric is due. to every. at and part of Gods 
_ -- Worſhip 3 
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6 Sacramental geditations, 


Worſhip ; ſo (to accommodate this general 
to our particular occaſion) ir is eſpecially 
due to this great and ſolemn Ordinance of 
the Lords Supper. 
Ir is the obſervation of the Caſuiſts, that 
Sacramentum © mortis articulus equiparan- 
tur; The Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
and the very point of death 'require <qual 


_ ſeriouſneſs: a mans ſpirir ſhould be as 


deeply ſolemn and compoſed at the Lords 


:Zable, as upon a Death-bed : We ſhould 


go to that Ordinance, as if we were chen 


_ going into another world, 


The Primitive Chriſtians uſed to fit up 
whole nights in Meditation and Prayer, 


© before their participation of the Lords' 


Supper ; and theſe nights were call'd Vigi- 
liz, their Watches: Such was the Reve- 
rence the Saints had for this Ordinance 


. (which they. uſually cali'd myferium tre- 


#12ndum, a tremendous myſtery) that they 


_- would not give ſleep to their eyes,or flum- 


er to their eye-lids, when ſo great and ſo- 
lemn a day drew near, Chry/oft. lib, 3. de 
Sacerdot. : > | 


And 


Sacramental Brditations. 7 

And that all this folemn 'pieparation is 
no more than needs, will convincingly ap- 
pear to us upon the following grounds and 
reaſons. 

Reaſon 1. From the ſolemn nature and 
ends of rnis Ordinance ; tor what is the ex-- 
pref deſign and uſe of ir, but a lively , re- 
preſenrarion of the Lords death, 1 Cor, 
11.26. Aioften as ye eat this Bread, and 
drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lords death 
ell be come, Jefas Chriſt is therein fer forth 
| Crucihed before (33, and not to make a bare 
repreſentation of it to n15, 4s a thing where- 
in we have no perſonal intereſt or concern- 
» | ment, but to repreſent his death lively, and 
ſcal our ritle to it firmly ; This '3s my body. 
which is broken for you, verſe 24. 

Now, which of theſe 13 to be arterided! 
with adend, carsleſs, and {Ight ſpiric? Ie. 
: the re epreſentation of Chriftz death 2 God 
( forbid. O ! it there be any ſabjzﬆt of M>- 
ditation in the world able © driak up the 
| very ſpirits of a man, this is it. 

The Sun fainted, the H:2vens mourn'd 
ont black; th2 very Rocks rent in pieces 

when 


w 
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$ BSacramental Peditations, 
when this Tragedy was acted ; and ſhall our 


hearts be more ſenſleſs and obdurate than 


they at the repreſentation of it ? Bur loe, 
here 18.more than. a repreſentation ; Chriſt 
1s ſet-forth in this Ordinance 25 Crucified 
for you, as ſuffering and enduring all this in 


|. your room and ftead : Now, 


Suppoſe, Reader, thy ſelf to be juſtly 
condemned to the tortufe of the Rack, or 
Strappad»; and that thy Father, Brother, 
or deareſt Friend preferring thy life to 'his 
own, would become thy *Arigux&, Ran- 
ferrr,by undergoing the torment for thee; 
and all that is lefr for thee to ſufter, were 
only by way of ſympathy with him ? Sup- 
poſe now thy ſelt ſtanding by that Engine 
of Torture, and beholding the members of 
thy dear Friend diſtorted, and all out of 
joynt, hearing the doleful groans extorted 
by the extremity of anguiſh ; and under all 
theſe torments, fill maintaining a conſtant 
love to thee, not once repenting his tor- 


ments for thee; couldſt thou ſtand there 
{' with dryeyes? could thy heart be -unaf- 
| fected and Rupid ar ſuch a fight? Write 
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| Sacramental Weditations. _'9 
! bim rather a Beaſt, a Stone, than a Man, 
that could do ſo. 


But this is not all ; The Believers inte. 
reſt in Chriſt is Sealed, as well as the ſuffer- 


# ings of Chriſt repreſented i in this Ordinance. 


1 Andisa Sealed Intereſt in Chriſt ſo cheap 
J or common a thing,as that it ſhould not en- 
I gage, yea, {wallow up all the powers of thy 
ſoul? O what is this ! what is this! 


The Seal of God ſer to the Soul of a poor = 


{ Sinner, toconfirm and ratihie its title ro the 
Perſon of Chriſt, and the ineſtimable Trea- 
ſures of his Blood! Surely as the ſealing up 


of a man to Damnation, is the ſum of all _ 


miſery, and that poor creature- that. 1s {6 
ſealed, hath cauſe enough to «mourn and 
| wail to Eternity : So the ſealing up of a 
Soul ro Salvation, is the. ſum-ot all mercy 
and happineſs; and the Soul that is ſo ſeal- 
ed, hath cauſe enough to lie at the feet,of 
God, overwhelmed with the ſenſe of fo in- 
valuable a mercy. 
Reaſ. 2; As the nature and ends of the 
Ordinance call for the greateſt compoſed- 


neſs of ſpirit ; fo the danger of unworthy 


receiving 


W 


70 Sacramental Meditations. 


receiving ſhould work our hearts to the | 


moſt ſerious frames: For if a man'be here 
without his Wedding-garment, if he eat 


and drink unworthily, it is at the greateſt | 
is peril of his Soul that he doth fo, 1 Cor, 11. 
V.27, Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this 
Bread, and drink this Cup of the Lord un- 
worthily, ſhall be guilty of the Body and | 


Bloed of the Lord. 


To prophane and undervalue that Body | 
and Blood of the Lord, is a {in above mea- | 
ſure ſinfu], and the puniſhments of ſuch 
fins will be moſt dreadful ; for ſtill, the 


more excellent the Bleflings are that come 
by any Ordinance,: the more dreadful the 
Curſes are that avenge the abuſe of ſuch 


' mercies. How foon may a man draw fear- 


ful guilt upon his ſoul, and dreadful Judg- ' 


ments upon his body, by an heedleſs ma- 


nagement of ſuch ſacred myſteries! For 


this cauſe many are weak and fickly among 
y0u, and many ſleep, verle 30, 
M+.Tho.Goodwins 1 152 moſt weighty Note 


Exifile to Mr. Fene that a worthy Pen ſets up- 
ners Sermon. on_this Scripture ; they 
| diſcerned 


Pn, 


a” 
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Sacramental Meditations, It 


| diſcerned not the Body of his Son Jeſus 
e | Chriſt in his Ordinances ; but inſtead of 
t | that holy, reverend, and deep-dyed beha- 
Þ & viour which was due to 1t, both from their 
. | inner andoutward man, as being 4 Creature 
5 || of the higheſt and deepeſt SanCtification 
- Þ thatever God ſunttifed ; ſanfified not on- 
1 | ly to a more excellent and glorious condi- 

tion, but alſo tro many ends and purpoſes, 
» | of far higher and dearer concernment, both 
. | for the glory of God, and benefit of men 
|, thecoſfelves, than all other creatures what- 
, \Yoever, whether 1n Heaven or Earth : they 
» | handled and dealt by it in both kinds, as if 
| it had been a common or unſanctified 
; | thing: Thus they diſcerned not the Lords 
Body. 

And gs they diſcerned not his Body, ſo 
neither did Gad (in ſome ſenſe) diſcern 
theirs ; but in thoſe ſore Strokes and heavy, 
Judgments which he inflicted on them, had 
them in no other regard or cor{ideration, 
than as if they had been the bodtes or his 
Enemies, the bodies of wicked and finful 
men. Thus drawing the model and plat- 
form 


12 Sactamental Peditations, 


form of their puniſhment ( as uſually he * 


doth) from the ſtructure and proportion 
of their lin, 


Thus the Juſt and Righteous God builds 


up the breaches that we make upon the 
honour belonging to the body of his Son, | 


with rhe ruins of that honour which he 


had given unto ours, in health, firength, | 
life, and many other outward comforts and. | 


ſupports. | 


O then what need is there of a moſt: | 


awful and compoled fpirit, when we ap*. 
proach the Lord in this Ordinance ! 

Reaſ. 3. As the danger of unworthy 
receiving ſhould compoſe us to the preatett 
{eriouſneſs ; fo the remembrance of that 
frame and temper Chriſts Spirit was in, 
when he actually ſuftered thoſe things for 
us, ſhovld compoſe our ſpirits into a frame 
more ſuitable and. agreeable to his; when 
we ſee his death, as ir were, acted over 
again before our eyes, was his heart roving 
and wandering in that day? Did he noc 
ſenſe and mind the work he was gamg 
about? Was his heatt like ahine,ſtupid and 

—_  _-.. eaſed 
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unaffefted with theſe things ? Look but up- 
on that Text, Luke 2.2, 44, and you ſhall 


ſee whether it were ſo or no. It's ſaid | 


(when this Tragedy drew nigh, and his 
Enemies were ready to feize him in the 
Garden) That being in an Agony, he prayed 
more earueſily, and his ſweat was, as it 
were, great drops of blood falling down to 


F. the ground: And Mar.26,38. he faith, My 


— Mmoywy CT ST TT Mau 


{onl is exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death, 


His ſoul was tu!l of ſorrow, and 1s thine 
full of Rupidity ? God forbid. | 
It thy heart be cold, Chriſt's was 
hot : If thou canſt not ſhed a tear, he poured 
our clods of blood from every part, Oh! 
how unſuitable is a dry eye, and an hard 


heart ro ſuch an Orduiance as this ! 


Reaſ. 4, As the frame Chriſt's Spirit 
was in, at his death, ſhonld command the 
moſt ſolemn frame upon our ſpirits, at the 
recognizing of it ; ſo the things here repre- 
ſented, require and call for the higheſt ex- 
erciſe of every grace of the Spirit in our 
fouls; for we come not thither as idle Spe- 
Gators, but as ative Inſtruments to glorihe 

der eo 
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- God by exerciſing every grace upon Chriſt, 


as Crucitied for us. Behold here are among 
the reft, 1. The proper object of Faith. 
2. The flowing ſpring of Repentance. 
3. The powerful attractive of Love, 
Firſt, The proper object of Faith is nere, 
This Ordinance, as a glaſs, repreſents to 
thine eye that glorious Perſon, of whom 
the Father ſaid, This is my Beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleaſed, Mat. 17. 5. Ot 
whom he ſaid, I have laid help upon one 
that is mighty, This was he that was made 


is  ſmforus, who bad no fin, that we might be 


twade the righteouſneſs of God in him,2. Cor, 
5.21: Who trod the Wine preſs alone, 
and 1s here to be ſeen in his red Gartnents : 
Every drop of his precious Blood hath a 
rongue calling for Faith to behold it, pou- 
red forth as a Sacrifice to God for fin, 


- This (faith he) 75 the Cup of the New Teſta- 


ment in my Blood, which was ſhed for many, 


for the remiſſion of ſms, 
And what fooring could thy Faith find 


for Pardon and Salvation any . where elſe ? 


4 Tis Chiift Crugikied rhat Faith claſps as 
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Sacramental Meditations. 1F 
the laſt and only hope and refuge of a poor 
Sinner, Here all Believers drop Anchor.; 
This is that blefſed obje&t on whom they 
take thegdead gripe, or laſt ' graſp, when 
their eye-ſtrings and heart-ftrings are break- 
ing. When you ſee the Blood of Chriſt flow- 
ing forth, how can Faith be filent in thy 
ſoul ? When he bids thee, as it were, to 
put thy finger into his fide, ſhews thee his 
hands and his feet there, ir will cry out in 
thy ſoul, My Lord, and my God, . 
Secondly, The flowing ſpring of Re- 
pentance is here, if there be any fire that 
can melr, or hammer that can break a hard - 
heart, here it is, Zech. 12, To, They ſhall || 
look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
»0urn, Nothing lays a gracious ſoul lower 
in it ſelf, than to ſce how low Chriſt was 
laid in his Humiliation for it.  »,2 8 
Here the evil of fin is alſo repreſented - '# 
in the cleareſt glaſs that ever the eye of Þ 
man ſaw in it. The ſufferings of the Son 
of Gad diſcover the evil of fin more than 
theeverlaſting rorments of. the damned can 
do,” So that if there be bur one drop'of 
: C 2 ſpiritual 


16 Sacramental Meditations, 
ſpiritual ſorrow in the heart of a Chriſtian, 
Þere, me-thinks, it ſhould be ſeen dropping 
from the eye of Faith, 


— Thirdly, The mott attractive objel of 
love is here: Put all created Beauties, Ex- | 


cellencies and Perfeftions together, and 


what are they but blackneſs and deformity 
compared with lovely Jeſus > Ay Beloved 
(faith the enamour'd Spouſe) xx white and | 

ruddy, Cant.f; 10. Behold him at the Table 


n his perfe&t Innocency, and unparallel'd 
Sufferings. This is he 2vho was rich, but 
for our ſakes became poor, that we through 
his poverty might be rich, 2. Cor. 8.9. This 
is he that parted with his honour firſt, and 
his life next ; yea, he parted with his ho- 
nour in his Incarnation, that he might be 
capable to part with his lite tor our Re- 
demption. . 

Behold here the deyrees of his Suffer- 
ings, and by them meaſure the degrees of 
his Love, Behold in his death, as in the 

cluge all the Fountains beneath, and the 
Windows of Heaven above opened ; the 
Wrath of God, the cruelty of Men, the 


of 


fury 
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fury of Hell brezking in together upon him, 
and his ſoul ſurrounded with ſor-2w : And 
{ how can this be repreſented, and thy ſoul 
not aſtoniſhed at this amazing matchleſs 
# loveof Chriſt? Surely one flame doth not 
| mere naturally prodyce another, than the 
love of Chriſt thus repreſented to a gra- 
cious ſou}, doth produce love to Chriſt, 
and thet in the moſt intenſe degree; 

Uſe x. How naturally doth this Do- 
. rine ſhame and humble the beſt hearts for 
their {inful diſcompoſures,vanity and dead- 
neſs; for the rovings and wanderings of 


their hearts, even when they come near the ' *| 


Lord in ſuck a ſolemn Ordinance as this 1s ? 
The holieſt man upon Earth may lay his - 
band upon his breaſt, & fay, Lord, How un-' 
ſuitable is this heart of mine, to ſuch an ob- 
je& of Faith as is here preſented to me ? 
Doth ſuch a temper of ſpirit ſuit thine aw-' 
ful preſence ? Should the repreſented Ago- 
nies and Sufferings of Chriſt for me, be be- 
held with a fpirit-no more concerned, pier- 
ced and wounded for fin? O how can I 
look upon him whom [I have pierced, and 
C3 not 
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not mourn, and be in bitterneſs. for him, as 
for an only Son, a Firſt-born ! - O the ftu- 
pifyinz and benumming power of fin ! 
O the efficacy of Unbelict ! 

| It was chargea upon the Iſraelites, a3 the 
great agaravation of their fin, that they 
provoked God at . the Sca, even ai the red | 
Sea, Pſal. 106. 7. the place where their 
miraculous Salvation was wrought, But 
Lord Je!us, my hard heart provokes thee in | 
an higher degree, even at the red S-a of 


"thy precious wivaluable Blood, by which 


my eternal Salvation was wrought. O mp 
God, what a heart have I ! Did the Blood 
of Chriſt run out fo freely and abundanr!y 


for me, and cannot I ſhed ope tear for my 


fins thar pierced him? O let me never be 
friends with my own heart, till it love 
Chriſt better, and hare (in more ! 

Uſe 2. This Scripture harh alſo an 
awaktning voice to all that cotye -nign 19 
God in any of his O:dinaaces, eſpecially in 
this Ordinance. O Chriſtiang! bethink pour 
ſelves where you are,&&what.you are doing: 
Kaow yot! pet that the King comes in-o 
FELEY OBE ESE - leg 
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2 ſee the Gueſts? Yea, you do know that God 
g isin this place ? an awful Majeſty beholds 
Y you. All the Churches ſhall know that I am 
© he that (earcheth the heart and the reins, 
and will give to every one 'as his work ſhall 
be, Rev. 2. 22. 
Thy bulinefs,Chriftian,is not with Men, 
but vwith God, and the folemneſt buſineſs 
that ever thy thoughts were converſant 
about. Thou art here to recognize the ſuf- 
ferings of thy Redeemer, ro take the ſeals 
and pledges of thy Salvation from the hand 


3 

7 | of hisSpirit ; imagine the ſame thing which 
{ is now to be done ſpiritually, and by the: 
7s | minltry of Faith, were but to be pertorm- 
os | <d vilibly and audibly by the miniſtry of 
e | thy ſenſes. 

e Suppoſe Jeſus Chriſt did perſonally ſhew 


himſelf at this Table, and were pleas'd to 
make himſelf known in breaking of Bread, 
as once' he did to the Diſciples. Suppoſe 
thou {; weſt him appear at this Table, as 
he now doth appear in Heaven, as a Lamb 
that bad been ſlam: Imagine thou heardeſt 
him ſo.y, Believer, this precious Blood: of 
eo: 4 0” mine 
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' mine was ſhed for thee ; there be millions % 
of Men and Women in the world natu- | 
rally as good as thee, that ſhall have no | 
intereſt in ir, or- benefir by ir : But for F 
thee ic waz ſhed, and for the remiſſion of 
thy fins; my Blood was the only thing in | 
the world that was £qual to the demerit of | 
thy ſins, and it hath made full fatisfaCtion to | 
God for them all : Thy fins which are ma- 


_ ny, are therefore forgiven thee ; my Blood 


hath purchaſed the eternal Inhericance of | 


glory for thee ; and this day I am cometo 
deliver the ſeals and pledges thereof into 


thine hand, T'ake then the ſeals of eternal 


Salvation this day : Take thine own Chriſt 
with all that he 1s and hath, in thine arms : 
Whatever I have ſuftered, done, or precu- 
red for any of my Saints, I have ſuffered, 
done, and procured the fame for thee, 
Why, all rhis 1s here to be done as really 
and truly, though in a more ſpiritual way, 
at this Table; and ſhall not ſuch bulineſs 
as this is fully fix and engage thy heart ? 
W hat then ſhall do it? - 
Awake Baith ; awake Repengance :awake 
| - Love ; 
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5 Love; yea, let all the powers of my ſoul 


{ be throughly awakened this day, to attend 


| the. Lord, 


E 


The Second Meditation. 


UPON 


{ Jeremy 1 2. 2. Thou art near in their mouths 


and far from their reins, 


| OE Scripture gives us the CharaQer ; 
and deſcription of an Hypocritez; and - | 


he is here deſcribed two ways; viz. 1. By 
what he hath. 2. By what he hath nor. 

Firſt : The Hypocrite is deſcribed by 
what he hath ; he hath God in his mouth: 


| Thou art near in their mouth: ( 1, e, ) they 


profeſs with a full mouth, that they are thy 
People, faith Piſcator ; or they ſpeak much 
abour the Law ( as another ſenſes it ) God, 
and his Temple, Religion with its rites 
are much talked of among them, they have 
him 


TY Satramental Meditations. 


him 1n their prayers and duries ; and thish - 
18 all that the Hypocrite hath of God. Re-} 


U 


ligion only ſanCtites his tongue that ſeems, 


'to be dedicated ro God, bur it penetratesF; 


no farther ; and therefore, 


Secondly : He is deſcribed by that he} 
hath nor,” or by what he wants And, 
or but thou art far from their reins, 
( i.e, ) they feel not the powers and influ-J 
ences of that name which they ſo often in-| 


- Vocate and talk of, going down to their 
very reins, and afteRting their very hears ; 
ſo we muſt underſtand this Meraphoricai 
expreſſion here, as the oppoſition directs. 
For. the reins having ſo great and ſenſible 
a ſympathy with the heart, which 1s the 
ſear of affetions and paſſions, upon that 
account it 15 vſual in Scripture, ro put the 
reins for thoſe intimate and ſecret at- 
fections, thoughts, and paſſions of . the 
hearr, with which they have ſo near cop- 


_ nation, and ſo ſenſiblea ſympathy. When 
..._ the heart 15 under great conſternation, the 


Joins or reinsare ſeiz'd alſo, as. Dan, 5. 6. 
'Then that Kings Countenance was changed, 
aud 


þ 
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| Bend his thoughts troubled him, and the joynts 
Sf bis Joins were looſed, On the contrary, 
© Swhen the heart is fild with delight and 

pladnefe, the reins are fazd toreioyce, Prov. . 

I 3. 16. Tea, my reins ſhall retoyce when thy 

W:ps [peak right things, totus letitja diffiliam, 

© ſhall even leap for joy. So' then, when 

Fhe Prophet ſaith, God 1s far from the reins 

Sf the Hypocrite, the meaning is, he feels 
"Wor the hearr-affefting influence and pow-- 
-#r of Religion upon his heart and affe&tions, 

s Gods People do. And hence the Note 

141 be; h 

Doft. T hat God comes nearer to the hearts 

and reins of bis People in their duties, 
than he doth to any Hypecrica!,. or 
formal Profeſſor. 

By Gods nearneſs, we underſtand not 
is O-mpreſence, that neither comes nor 
poes 3 nor his /ove to his People, that a- 
dides, bur the ſenſible ſweet maniteſtations 

Wnd out-lets of ir ro their fouls. So in © 

Wal. 145. 18. The Lord 1s nigh unto all 
hat call upon him, unto all that call upon 

Birr? 21 truth, | 


Note 
» 


\ 


24 Sacramental Meditations, | 
Note the reſtriction and limitation of 


this glorious priviledge ; *as the peculiar 
enjoyment of {incere, and upright- hearted 
Worſhippers. , Others may have Commu- 
nion with duties, but not with God in 
them. , 
\ But that God comes nigh, very nigh to] 
upright hearts in their duties, is a trurh as} 
ſenſibly manifeſt to ſpiritual perſons, as} 
that they are nigh the fire, when they feel | 
the comfortable keat of ir refreſhing them! 
in a cold ſeaſon, when they are almo{t 
ſtarved and benummed with cold. Three 
things make this evident. 
Firſt : Sincere ſouls are ſenſible of Gods 
acceſſes to them in their Cuties ; .they feel 
; his approaches to their Spirits. Lam. 3, 57. 
Thou dreweſt near in the day tvat I called 
F#pon thee ; thou ſaidſt, Fear nut, Ard what 
a ſurprize was that to the Church ? Can. 
2.8, It is the Voice of my Belwved, be- 
hold he comth, &c. Ceriaialy there 1s af: 
felt preſence of God, which no worcs can 
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make anotner to underſtand ; they fcel the 
: Fountain flowing abundantly into the ory 
| : pits, 
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of pits, rhe heart fills apace, the empty 


 choughts ſwell with a fulneſs of ſpiritual 
& things which ſtrive for vent. 


Secgndly : They are ſenſible of Gods 


# receſſes, and withdrawments from their ſpi- 


4 rics, they feel how the ebb follows the 
© food, and how the waters abate. So you 
'Y find it in Canr. 5. 6, I opened to my Belows 
'& ed, but my Beloved bad withdrawn bims 


2 J /clf, and was gone, my ſoul failed when be 
a ſpake :*I ſought him, but I could not find 


him; I called, but he gave me no anſwer. 
The Hebrew is very Pathetical, He was 
gone, he was gone, Aſad change of the 
trame of her heart quickly followed. 
Thirdly: The Lords nearneſs to the 
hearts and reins of his People in their du- 
ties, 1s evident to them from the effe&ts 
that it leaves upon their ſpirits, For look 


as its with the Earth and Plants, with ref- 


| pect to the approach or remove of the Sun 
in the Spring and Autumn : So it 18 here as 
F Chriſt ſpeaks, Luke 21. 29. When ye ſee 
© he Figg-tree and all the Trees ſhoot forth, 
we know that Summer is nigh at hand, An 
/ approach- 
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approaching Sun' renews the face of the Þ 
Earth, and - makes Nature ſmile, The | 
Trees bud and 'bloflom, the Fiſhes riſe, 
the Birds fing, it's a kind of Reſurrection 
to-- Nature from the dead. So is it when 
the Lord-comes near the hearts and reingof | 
men in duty : Fortthen they find that, { 
| | Firſt, A real raſte of } 
Dy. Preſron, whe the joy of the Lord is | 
dying ſaid, T ſpall ere given to men, the 
'\change my place, not. TS or es 
my company. uinels whereot .1s in! 

Heaven ; hence cail'd 
2 Cor. 1.22: The eaineſt of bis Spirit : 
And 1 Pet, 1,8. Glorijied Foy ;, or a ſhort 
Salvation, O, what is this ? What 1s this? 
Certainly it is ſomething that hath no Aih- 
nity with fleſh, or groſs corporeal pleaſures; 
but 1s of another nature, ſomething which 
tranſcends all that ever was felt or taſted in 
this world, fince we were firſt converſant 
among ſenſible obje&ts. _ 

Secondly : A mighty ſtrength and pow. 
er coming into their ſouls, and aQuaringh 
all its faculties and gracess When God 
comes near, new powers enter the 


ſoul ; 


4 Sacramental Meditations, #27 
4 ſoul; the feeble is as Dawid, Pal. 1 38. 2. 
# In the day that 1 cried, You anſweredſt me, 
and ſtrengthenedſt me with (trength in my 
ſoul. Cant. I, I2, Whilſt the King ſitteth at- 
bis Table, yy Spikenard, &c, Hope was 
low, and Faith was weak, little frength 
in any grace, except defires; but when 
the Lord comes, ſtrength comes with him. 
Then as it is Neh, 8. 10, The joy of the Lixd 
is your ſtrength. Othe vigorous fallies of 
the heart to God! Pſa} 62.8. O the 
ſtrength of Love, Cant. 8. 6. Duties are 
other manner of . things than they were 
wont to be. Did not our hearts burn with- 
#2 a5? Luk: 24 32, 

Thirdly ; A remarkable transformation 
and change of ſpirit follows it. b 

Theſe things are found to be marvelouſly 
aſſimilating. The ſights of God, the felt 
preſence of God, 1s as fire which quickly 
aſlimilares what 1s put into it, to its own 
likeneſs, So 2 Cor. 3. 18. They are faid 
to be changed from plory to glory. It al- 
ways leaves the mind more refined and ab- 
ſtrated from. groſs material things, and | 


» 


28 Sacramental Meditations, | 
cbanged into the (gne Image. They have | 
a {imilitude of G9d upon them, - who have þ 
| God near unto their hearts and reins. 
Fourthly : A vigorous working. of the |} 
heart Heaven-ward; A mountirg of the | 
ſoul upwards, . Now the ſou] ſhews that 
it hath nec torgot its way home again, It f 
is with ftch a Soul as ſenſibly embraces | 
Chriſt in the arms of Faith, as it was with | 
Simeon, when he took him bodily into his 
Arm, Now ( faith he) let thy Servant | 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy 
. Salvation, O! it would have the wings 
_ of a Dove to flie away from this pollu- 
_ world, this unquiet world, and be at 
\FEIT. 
' I. Infer. Then certainly there i3 an Hea- 
wen and a ftate of glory for the Saints, Hea- 
ven 15 no dream or night Viſion, Ir 1s ſen- 
 fibly taſted aril felt by thouſands of Wit- 
neſles in this world ; they are ſure it is no 
miſtake, God is withthem of a cruth, in 
the way of their duties. They do not only 
read of a glorified eye, bur they have ſome- 
thing of ir, or like itin this world. The 
| pure 
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i pure in heart do hereſee God, Mat, 57, 8. » 

3 TheSaints have nor only a Witneſs without 
them in the Word, that there is a ſtgte of 
glory prepared for Believers, but they 
have a witneſs in themſelves, Theſe are 
not the Teſtimonies of craz'd brains, bur 
of the wiſeſt and moſt ſerious of men ; not 
a few, bur a multitude of them; not con- 
jecturally delivered, but upon taſt, feel- 
ing, and tryal. O, blefled be God for 
ſuch fenſible Confirmations, ſuch (ſweet 
pizhbations, 

2. Infer. But, O, What 1s Heaven! | 
and what thart ſtate of glory reſerved for | 
the Saints! Doth a glimps of Gods pre- 
ſence in a duty, go down to the heart and 
reins? O, how unutterable then muſt thar 
be which is .cen and felt above, where God 
comes as near to meri as can be ? Rev. 22. 

- 3, 4+ The Throne of God and the- Lamb ſhall 
be in it, and his Servants ſhall ſerve him ; 
and they ſhall ſee his face. And 1 Thef. 
| 4,17. And ſo (hall we be ever with the 
Lord. O;, what is that ! Evtr with the 
Lord ? Chriſtians, what you feel and taſte 
Sug 6 | D 2 *  bere 
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- here  þy Faith, is part of Heavens glory 3 | 
bur yet Heaven will be an unſpeakable ſur- } 
prizal to you, when you come thither for 
all that : It doth not yet appear what we 
ſhall be, x John 3. 1,2: ; 
3. Infer, See hence the neceſlity of caſt- | 
ing theſe very bodies into a new mold by 
their Reſurrection trom the dead, accord. | 
ing.to that, 1 Cor, 15. 41. 1; is ſown in 
weakneſs, but raiſed in power. How elle 
could it be a Co-partner with the foul in 
the ineffable joys of that preſence above ? 

. Certainly my Friends, that which is to 
be a Veſſel to contain ſuch ſtrong liquor 
' asthis, had need be ſtrongly hooped ; left 
if flie to pieces, as old Bottles do when 
hll'd with new Wine, The ſtate of this 
Mortality cannot bear the fuineſs of that 
Joy. Hold, Lord, ſtay thy hand ( faid a 
choice Chriſtian once )) thy Creature is bur 
aclay Veſle], and can hold no more. If a 
tranſient glimpſe of God here, be felt in| 
the very reins; if it ſo work upon the very } 
body by ſympathy with the ſoul, O, what 
vigorous ſpiritual bodies doth the ſtate of 
760 py glory 
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. 7 glory require! And ſuch they ſhall be, 
2 Phil, 3. 21. Like unto Chriſts glorious Body, 


3, Infer. Is God ſonear to his People 
above all others in the world ? how good 


Þ is it to be nearthem that are fo near to 
God ? O, it would do a mans heart good 


to be near that Perſon who hath lately had 


Y God neas to his foul, Well might Dawid 
ſay, Pſal. 16, 3. Al my delight in the 


Sainis, and in the Excellent of the Earth. 
And again, Pſal. 119. 63. I ama Compa- 
nion of all ſuch as fear thee. O, this 18 the 
beaury olChriſtian fellowtſhip;this is the glo- 
ry of that Society ; ngt the communicati- 
on of their pifts, bur the Savour of God 
on their Spirits. If any thing be alluring 
in this world, this is, I oh. I. 3. That ye 
may have fellowſhip with us, and truly 
our, fellowſhiv 3 with the Father, and 
with his Son Chriſt Feſars, It'sfaid, Zech- 
8. 22. of the 7ews, the time ſhall come © X 
when there ſhall be ſuch a preſence of Gad 
among that People, that tex men out of al # 
Languages ſhall take hold of the sRirt of him © 
that is @ Jew 3 ſaying, We will go with you, 

| D 4 for 
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for we hawe heard that God 3s with you, ! 
Chriſtians, if there were more of God} 


upon you, and in you, others would not 
be tempted to leave your Society, and fall 


in with the Men of the World ; they} 


would ſay, we will go with you, for God 
1s with you, 


5, 1nfer. It God be ſonear ty the heart } 
and reins of hiz People in their duties, O,}| 


- how afſiduous ſhould they be in their du- 
ties ? I's goed for me to draw nigh to God, 
Pal, 73. 28, Good indeed; the World 
cannot reward the expence of time at this 
rate, with all ics glory, Fam, 4. & Draw 
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you: 
Thou meeteſt him that rejoyceth and worketh 
. Righreouſneſs, thoſe that remember thee in 
by ways, Ila, 64.5. | 
O#j, Ir would be an encouragement in- 
deed, if [ might thus meet God in the 
way of duty, . butthat's bur ſeldom I can 
ſo meet God there,in ſenſible powerful out- 
zers of his grace and love, I am moftly 
dead and cold there, 1 feel nur Conmu- 
pion. with God going down to my heart 
-T:T: 17; 0 ET 7 
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2 Sol, Firſt, you draw nighto God; bur. 
9s it in truth; or in meer formality.? God 
Lis only bigh to ſuch as call in truth upon 
41 him, Pſal. 145. 18. | 
Secondly : If your bearts be fincere, yer 
are they not ſluggiſh ? Do you ſtic up your 
If {elves to take hold of God ? many there be 
J that do not, J/a. 64, 7» and Cant. 5. 


p Thirdly : Have you not grieved the 
Spirit of God, and cauſed him to with- 
draw from you? O, remember what Pride 
and Vanity hath been in you after former _ 
manifeſtations, Eph, 4. 30. 

Fourthly : Nevertheleſs wait for God 
in his ways ; his coming upon our ſouls. 1s 
oftentimes, yea, moſtly a ſurprizal to us, 
Cant, 6. 12, Or ever I was aware, my 
foul made me as the Chariots of Aminadab. 

6. Infer. What ſteddy Chriſtians ſhould 
all real Chriſtians be ? For loe, whar a Seal 
and Witneſs hath Religion in the breaſt of 
every fincere Profeſſor of it ? True Chri- 
ſthans do not only hear by report, or learn 
by Books the reality of it, but feel by ex- Þ| 

| perieifce, | 
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perience, 'and have a ſenſible proof of it in} 
their very hearts and reins ; their reins in-| 


ſtrut them, as it is Pſal. 16, 7, They 
learn by ſpiritual ſenſe and feeling, than 


#, 


which nothing can give greater confirma-| 


tion in the ways of God. 


There are two ſorts of knowledge a-| 


mong men, one Traditional, the other Ex- 


perimental : "This laſt, the Apoſ#le calls a 
knowing in our ſelves, Heb. 10. 34. and 
oppoſes it to that traditional knowledge 
which may be ſaid to be without our ſelves, 
becauſe-borrowed from other men, 

| Now this experience we: have of the 
-powers of Religion in our ſouls, is that 
only which fixesa mans ſpirit in the ways 
of Godlineſs, It made the Hebrews take 
Joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods ; no 
arguments or temptations can wreſt truth 
out of the hand of experience, on - eſt a- 
putandum de guſtu, For want of this ma- 


Dy Profeflors tura aſide from Truth inF 


the hour-of Trial. O, Brethren, labour to 
feel the influences of Religion upon your 


very hearts and reins;this will ſettle you ber- 
rer 


= s A © tru 
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. Eter than all Arguments in the world can do : 


"1 F By this the ways of God are more endeared 


"Fto men, than by any other way in the 
world. When your hearts have once felt 
it, you will never forſake it. 


The Third Meditation. 
UPON 
Rom, 7. 21,1 find then a Law, that when 
I would do good, evil is preſent with me. 


HIS Chapter is the very Anatomy of a 
Chriſtians hearr, and gives an ac- 
count of the moſt ſecret frames and inward 
workings or it, both as to Graces and 'Cor- 
ruptions ; and this Verſe is a Compendium 
of both ; for the words are a mournful 
complaint, uttered with a deep ſenſe of an 
inward prefJure, by reaſon of Sin ; wheres 
in we are to conſider three things. 
7. The perſon complaining. 
2, The matter of curaplainr, 
3. The diſcovery of that matter, 
Firſt ; The perſon complaining I find . 


bt Wn 
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I Paul, though I come not behind the} 
chiefeft of all the Apoſtles, though I have] 
beenrapt-into the third Heaven, and heard 
things unutterable ; yet I forall thar, find 


in mea Law, Never was any meer man more 
deeply ſanQified;Never any lived at an high» 


_ er rate of Communion with Gad ; never 
any did Chrift more ſervice in this world ; | 


and yet he found a Law of ſin in himſelf. 
Secondly : The matter of the complaint 


which conſiſts in a double evil he groaned 


under, viz, 1. Fhe preſence of finat all 
times, 2, The-operation of fin, eſpecially 


- at ſometime. : 


Firſt: The preſence of ſin atrall times. 
Evil ( faith he ) i preſent with me, it fol- 
lows me as my ſhaddow doth. By evil we 


' muſt underſtand no other evil but ſin, the 


evil of cvils; which in reſpe&t of power 
and efficacy, he alſo calls a Law, becauſe 
as Laws by reaſon of their annexed rewards 
and puniſhments, have a mighty power 
and efficacy upon the minds of men; fo 
fin, in-dwelling fin,that root of all our erou- 
ble and forrow; hath a mighty efficacy up- 
on us, , q And 


* 
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Z And this isthe mournful matter of his 
complaint: Tis not for outward Afflictions, 
hough he had many ; nor for whathe ſuf- 
feredfrom the hands of men,though he fuf- 
Efered many grievous things; but "tis findwel- 
ling & working in him,that ſwallows up all 
' Mother troubles, as Rivers are loſt in the Sea - 
this evil was always with him, the conſtant 
refidence of fin was in his heart and nature. 
Secondly : And what further adds to his 
burdengas it dwelt in bim at all times,ſo it ex- 
erted its efficacy more eſpecially at ſome 
times, & thoſe the {pecial times & principal 
ſeaſons in his wholelife : her; ; 
I would do good(faith he) any © 48 o_—_ 
ſpirirue] good;and among the 2 Towle wm 
reſt, when I addreſs my ſelf to am legem; tunc 
any ſpiritual duty,orHeaven- maxime in ſur- 
ly imployment;when I delign #" - No 
to draw near toGod,and pro» eh nc, 
miſe my ſelf comfort and re- 


r ” yet bd o { 
dreſs in .Commumion with him, then 


1s Evil preſent, O, if I were bur ridof it. 
in thoſe hours, what a mercy ſhould I 
eſteem it, though I were troubled with ir 

E at 
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at other times ! Could I but enjoy my free- 
dom fram it in the ſeaſons 'of duty and 
times of communion with God, -what a 
comfort would that be ? Bur then is the 
cial ſeaſon of its operation- Never is 
in more active and bufie than at ſuch 2 
time ;z and this, O, this is my miſery and 
burden. , | | 
Thirdly : The next thing to be heeded 
here, is the diſcovery of this evil co him, 
over which he ſo mourns and laments. 7 
find then a Law, faith he, I find it (ze. ) 
by inward ſenſe, feeling and fad experience, 
He knew there was ſuch a thing as Origt- 
nal fin in the Natures of men, when he 
was an Unregenerared Phariſee; but though 
he had then the notion of it, he had not 
the ſenſe and feeling of it as now he had; he 
now feels what before he traditionally un- 
derſtood and talkt of, . I find a Law. q.d, 
What or how others find, I know not, 1 
examine not; ſome may boaſt of their 
gifts, and ſome may talk more than be 
comes them of their graces ; they may find 
excellencies in themſelyes, and _ 
Em: 
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themſelves too much for them: But for my 
part, 1 find a Law, that when I would do 
good, evil is preſent. I am ſure I find a 
bad heart in the beſt ſeaſon, a proud, dead, 
wandring, hard heart. Ifind it wofully 
our of order, God knows, and this is my 
miſery, Hence Note, * 

\ Do&t. That the beft Chriſtians do ſenſibly 
feel, and ſadly bewail the workings of 
their corruptions; and that in the very .| 
ſeaſons and opportunities of their com=- 
munion with God. 

Bring thy thoughts, Reader, cloſe to this 
point, and ſadly ponder theſe three things 
init. 

Firſt ; In what ſpecial a&ts Chriſtians 
uſe tofeel the working of their corruption 
in the ſeaſon of their Communion. 

Secondly : Why is it that Corruption 
firs and troubles them more at ſuch times, 
than art others. : | 

, Thirdly : Upon what account this is ſo 

great a burden to every gracious heart. 

Firſt : As to the firſt of theſe, namely, 
the ſpecial aQtings of Corruption in the 

Ertl E 2 | ſeaſons 
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ſeaſons of Communion, they are ſuch as | 
have a natural aptitude and deſign to de- | 

| troy all Communion betwixt God and the 
Soul,Gal. 5. 17. The fleſh luſteth againſt the 

Jpirit, Irs contrary to the ſpirit, and by 
reaſon of that contrariety, a poor Chri- 
ſtian cannot do the things thathe would, 

| How many times have ſome Chriſtians | 
lamented this upon their knees, with bleed- 

. ing hearts and weeping eyes? Lord, I 

"came hither to enjoy thee; I hop'd for 
ſome light, ſtrength, and refreſhment in 
this duty. I promis'd my ſelf a good hour; 
my heart began to warm and melt in duty 
I was nigh to the expectation and defire 
of my ſoul ; bur the unbelicf, deadneſ?, 
and vanity of my heart hath ſeparated be- 
twixt me and my God, and with-held 
good things from me. 

Three things are requiſite to Communi- 
on with God in duties, 

Firſt : Compoſedneſs of thoughts. 

Secondly : Adtivity of Faith. 

Thirdly : Excitation of affef&tions ; 


And all theſe are ſenſibly obſtructed by 
Þ | | innate 


i, 
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_ Corruption : 'For by in-dwelling 
 _— : 
Firſt : The order of the ſoul 1s diſturb- 
ed by ſending forth multitudes of vain and 
impertinent thoughts to infeſt and diftra&t 
the ſoul in its approaches to God ; theſenſe 
of this evil gave occaſion to that prayer, 
P/al. 86, 11. Unite myheart to fear thy 
Name. How-much have we to do with - 
our' own , hearts upon this account every 
_ day ? Abundance of rules are given tocure 
this evil ; but the corruption of the heart 
makes them all neceflary. 

Secondly; The activity of Faith is 
clogg'd by natural unbelief : O, whar dit- 
ficulties is every work of . Faith carried } 
through ? Lord, I believe, help thou my un- | 
belief, Mark. 9. 24. It cramps the hand 
of Faith in every part of its work ; the ſoul | 
fGnſibly feels it ſelf bound and fetrer'd by Þ 
its own unbelief, ſo that it cannot aſſent | 
with that fulneſs, clearne(s, and determi- | 
Pateneſs that ir would, It cannot apply 
With that ſtrength, certainty, and comfort 
{t deſires; and thus are the wings of Faith | 
'E 0 pſhion'd F 
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pinion'd, thar when we ſhould ſoar aloft } 
in the higheſt a&ts of ſweet communion 
with God, we can but flutter upon the 
Earth, and make ſome weak eflays and ef- 
fers Heaven-ward, which oftentimes are 
fruſtrated and put by, through the unbelicf 
that 13 in us, : 
Thirdly : The excitation of the affeRi.- 
on is rendred difficult by reaſon of that na- 
tural deadneſs and hardneſs that is in the 
heart. Alas! It's naturally an” heart of. 
ſtone, and as caſte it is to diflolve or melt 
the Rocksinto a ſweet ſyrup, as the heart 
into Spiritual and Heavenly afteFtions to- 
wards God. There is ſcarce any one thing 
in this world that Chriſtians more paſſionate- 
 Iy bewail, and are more ſenſibly afflicted 
for, than the deadneſs and hardneſs of their 
own hearts, Nothing is found ſufffcient 
ſometimes to affe&t, and raiſe them ; and 
yet if they be not excited ourof their tor- 
por and ſtupidity, they cannot have Com- 
munion- with God in duries. $21 
Secondly : And if weenquire into the 
| reaſons why poor Chriſtians find them- 
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# ſelves more infeſted by natural 'Corruption 


poſition to all fellowſhip and . communion 


As Waters ſwell and rage when they are | 
obſtrudted by a dam, ſo do our Corruptions, | 
when obſtructed and check'd by duty. Sin # 
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in the ſeaſons of duty, than atother times, 
the reaſons are obvious to him that conſ1- 
ders, 1.\ That Duty irritates it. 2, Satan 
EXCites if, 3. God permits it to be ſo: 
Firſt : Corruption 1s irritated by duty, 
it's provoked by that which bridles and 
purges it: Nothing is found more deſtruc- 
tive to Sin, than Communion with God 1s, 
and therefore nothing makes a fhiercer op- 


betwixt the ſoul and irs God, than fin doth. 


would fain make men leave praying, and i 
Prayer would fain make men leave finning. B 
Secondly : As Duty irritates it, fo Satan | 
excites it, eſpecially in ſuch ſeaſons, W hen 
Toſbua, the High Prieſt, ſtood before the i 
Lord, Sitan was ſeen ſtanding at his right F 
hand to refiſt him, Zech. 3. 1, How hard # 
15 it fora Chriftjan then to be dexterous, 
apt, and ready for ſpiritual works, whilſt 
Satan ſtands at his right hand, the working | 
hand, to make reſiſtance. E 4 The 
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The Devil is awarethat one hour of | 
cloſe ſpiritual and hearty converſe with | 
God in Prayer, is able topull down what þ 
| he hath been contriving and building many 
a year. Now this envious Spirit having | 
an eafie acceſs to the phanſie, that bufie | 
.and unruly power of the foul, will not be 
wanting to create ſuch figments and notions | 
in 1t, as likea rapid ſtream ſhall carry a- | 
way the ſoul and all its thoughts from God 
in duty, Oh, what adoe have moſt Chri- 
ſtians ro prevent the'fallies and excurſions 
of their hearts from God at ſuch times ! 

Thirdly: As Satan exerciſes it, fo the 
Wiſe and Holy God, for good ends to his 
People, permits it to be ſo. 

This Thorn in the Fleſh keeps them 


FE. bumbles theſe lamented deſtrutions and 
FE corruptions in their duties deflroys their de- 


pendance upon them, and glorying in them. 
For if we be fo prone to pride and confi- 
dence in our duties, amidſt ſuch fenfible 
workings and minglings of Corruption 


4 with chem, what ſhould we be if they were 


p. more pure and excellent ? Theſe things al- 
' 4 ne oy” fo 
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#ſo make the Saints weary of this World, 
Jand to groan within themſelves afrer the 
more perfe&t ſtare, wherein God ſhall be 
Wenjoyed and ſeen in more pertetion and 
& ſatisfaction. Bur ES 
Thirdly: This in the mean time cannot. 
J but be a very grievous affliction and preſ- 
& ſure to the gracious ſoul, tro be thus clog'd 
and infeſted by its own Corruptions in $: 


very ſeaſon of its communion with God. 
For, | 
Firft : .By this the ſoul is rendred very 


unſuitable to that holy preſence it approa- 
ches, Hah. 1. 13, Thou art of purer eyes: 
than to behold evil, and canſt not look upon 

Iniquity, Muſt the great and blefſed God 
wait upon a poor Worm till it be ar leiſure 


ta attend him ? Muſt he be forſaken for | 


every trifle chat comes in the way of its 
phanfie? Oh, how provoking an evil 1s 
this ! Szrely God heareth not Vanity, neither 
will the Almighty regard it, Job 35. 13, 
This unſuitableneſs of our ſpirits to the 
Lord, cannot doleſs than cover our faces 
with ſhame, as it did, Ezra, 9,6. O my 
| God, $5 
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| God I am aſhamed, and even bluſh'to- Jock 
up unto thee. 
Secondly : By this choſe benefits and 


comforts are intercepted, which are- better 


than life : There is a ſenlible preſence off 


God, there are manifeſtations of pardon, 
peace, and love ; there are revwing influ- 
_—_— freſh anointings of theSpirit;there 

fe a thouſand mercies of this kind, that in 
their ſeaſon are communicated to men in the 
way of duty;and would it not grieve a man 
to the very heart and ſoul, to be defeated of 
thoſe ineſtimable| creaſures, by the break- 
- ing forth of the Unbelicf,Pride,or Vanity of 
his own heart, when ſuch mercies are almoſt 
in his hand ? Your mmiquities (faith the Pro- 
phet- ) have ſeparated berwixt you and your 
God, and your fins have hid his face from 
you, that he will not hear, Iſa.59.2, O 
cruel covering !*' O diſmal Cloud! that 
_ hides the face of God from his People, that 


they cannot behold ir, Wherefore am I | 


come from Geſhur (ai ith Abſalom ) if 1 


7may not ſee the Kings face ? 
What do I bere upon my knees, faith a 
Chriſtian 


\ 
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hriſtian, if -I' may not ſee God ? Duties 
are nothing- to me without God : The 
orld and all its comforts are dry and 
taſteleſs things to me without God : His 
manifeſted favour, and ſealed love are the 
W very life of my life, and from this the cor- 
ruptions of my own heart have cut me 


an. =; | 

' Thirdly: By theſe things the be 
and excetency of duties are defaced. Thafe 
dead flies ſpoil that excellent Ointment ; 
for wherein conſiſts the beauty and true 
excellencies of duties, but in that Spiritua- 
lity and Heavenly remper of foul, with 
which they are performed > This makes 
them ſuirable to their objec, Fob. 4. 24. 
take away ſpirituality from duties, and 
then you may number them among your 
fins, and the matters of your ſhame and 
ſorrow. Takeaway the heart from duty, 
and what remains bur a dead carcaſs, with- 
out life or beauty ? 
Fourthly : By theſe things gracious 
fouls are. greatly puzled and perplexed a» 
bout their ſtate and condition, This P 
tne 
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the fountain of their fears and doubtings,? 
O, when a man feels ſich deadneſs in his |; 
heart towards God, ſuch Rtifineſs in his will 
to the will of God, ſuch aliftleſs, careleſs Þ 
. temper to all that is ſpiritual ? How (thinks | 
he) can this conſiſt with a renewed - ſtate 
and temper ? Sure no Chriſtian is troubled # 
with ſuch an heartas mine 1s ; eſpecially ? 
when it ſhall be. found in its ordinary { 
rſe ſo free, nimble, and indefatigable 
in its purſuits and entertainments of things 
ſenſual and earthly, There it 1s as the 
Chariots of Aminadab,but here, like Pha- 
raohs Chariots ; there it as much needs the 
Curb, as it doth the Spur here. Lord, 
faith the poor foul, 1 know not what to | 
do: If I do not look into my heart I cannot | 
be fincere 3 and ifI do, I can have nocom- | 
fort. "This isa ſad perplexity indeed. 
Fifthly and laſtly : By theſe things the | 
Spirit of God is grieved, and that which 
grieves him cannot but be a grief and bur- | 
den'to us : His motions are quench'd by 'Z 
theſe Corruptions, his ſanifying deſigns | 
(as mych as lies in us ) obſtructed by them, 
Bp : ſurely 
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5 f ſurely then there is cauſe enough why a 


[Z Chriſtian ſhould follow every vain thought 
ill 8 with a deep figh, and every flirring of un- 
$ belicf with a ſad tear, | 
The uſefulneſs of this point is great, 
and exceeding ſeaſonable, when weare to 


2 draw nigh to God, and addreſs our ſelves 


to ſpiritual duties ; It may to great purpoſe 
be improved by ways, | . 

1, Of Information, 2, DireCtion. 3. 
Conſolation. Ot. 

We may greatly improve it for our | 
Information. in the following particu- 
lars. | | ; 
Hence we may take our meaſures of the 
wonderful and aftonithing'grace and con- 
deſcenſion of God to his People, who not- 
withſtanding all that evil which is preſent 
with them in the good they do, will 
= reject their perſons or duties for all 
tnar, h 
How doth free grace make its own way 


, through ſwarms of Vanity ! How doth it 


; break through all the deadnefs, infidelity 
and hardneſs of our hearts to do us good) 
| F Though 
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£7 Though evil be prefent with us, our gre- 


cious God will not be abſent from us not- 4 
withſtanding that. lf 

How greatly was the Spouſe amaz'd at | 
the unexpected condeſcenſion and grace of | 
Chriſt in this matter ? Carr. 2. 8. 1: xthe 
voice of my Beloved, behold he cometh lean- 
ing over the Mountains, skipping over the | 
HMs. It is the Voice of myBeloved, That ab- | 
rupt, cutted expreſſion ſhews a perfe&t ſur- 
prize. She ſaw mountains of guilt and un- 
worthineſs betwixt Chriſt and her Sou), 
and yet behold he comes skipping over all 
thoſe mountains and hiils : O free grace ! 
rich and admirable grace,which with ſo ma- 
ny notwithſtandings,and nevertheleſſes, will 
fave and comfort the poor unworthy foul! 

2. How little reaſon have any of us to 
be proud of our beſt performances ! There 
i not a juſt manupon Earth, that doth good, 
and ſinneth not, faith Solomon, Eccleſ. 7, 20, 
If there be ſomething ſupernaturally good 
in our duties, yet there is abundance of na- 
tural ev. commixed with that good ; the 
evil is wholly ours, the good wholly 
SW God's 
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;# Gods: we have no reaſon then to glory 


'7 inour beſt performances, 


It hath been a queſtion with ſome, whe- 
ther ſome ſhort tranſient af of a regene- 
rate ſoul may not be free from fin ; bur it 
was never queſtion'd whether any continu - 
ed a&t, much leſs a courſe of ations could 
be without fin, Evil will be preſent with 
us in all we do, twill be with us in our 
Cloſets, preſent even in the awful preſence 
of the holy God,in the moſt high and ſolemn 
duties of Religion,in the moſt pure and ſpi- 
ritual actions that paſs from us; ceaſe then 
as from dependance, ſo from Pride and 
Conceitedneſfs in all you do. Whilſt our 
natures are ſanCtified butin part, and our 
principles mixt, our duties and pertorman- ' 
ces can never be pure,}/bo can bring a clean' 
thing out of an unclean? Not one, Job 14. 4: 

3. How are we all obliged to bleſs God 
for Feſus the Mediator, to make us and 


2 our finful duties acceptable to God ? Sad 


were our caſe if this High Prieſt did not 


bear the Iniquity. of our holy things, as it 1s, , 5 


Exod, 28, 38. 'Tis his Oblation and Inter- ' | 
| cellion % 
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ceſfion that obtains and continues our par- | 


{87 - don for our Prayer-fins, our Hearing-lins, | 


our Sacrament-ſins: Theſe alone would 
eternally damn us, if we had no other, did | 
not free grace make ws accepted in the Be- 
loved, Eph. 1.6, When evil is preſent 


with us, then.is Chriſt our Advocate, pre- 


ſent with the Father for us; and thence it | 
15 that weare not deſtroyed upon our knees, 
and that. the jealouſie of God breaks not 
forth as fire to devour us in our very du- 
- ties. : 

4. If evil be prefent with us, yea, in- 
herent in us, in our beſt duties, what need 
had Chriſtians then to watch againſt rhe 
External occalionsof1{in, and to keep a cloſe 
guird upon their ſenles, eſpecially when 
they have to do with God ! | 

There's danger enough from within, 
you need not open another door from with- 
our. This natural corruption 1s too active 
in it ſelf, if there be no irritation by any 
"external occaſion 3; how much more when 
the eye and ear are opened and unguarded, 


and occaſions are offer'd it from withour, 
| | 4 Warch-' 
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# Watching is half the work of a Chriſtian, 
& whilſt he is praying, Eph, 6. 18, The A- 
rabian Proterb 1s as inſtruftive as it 1s my- 
id Þ /ical; ſhur rhe Windows that the Houſe 

. W may be light, N 


5. If evil be preſent when we would do A 


5 good, if it inteſt us in our beſt duties; then 


:t Wcerrainly there is no reſt ro be expedted for 


any of Gods People in this world, Where 
ſhall we go to be free from ſin? If any. 
where, let us goro our Cloſets, ro our 
knees, to the Ordinances of God ; yea, 
bur even there evil 1s and will be preſent 
with us, if we cannot be free from evil 
there, it's vain to expect it elſewhere in 
this world. © Only in Heaven Believers reſt 
from fin, when once they are abſent from 
the body, and preſent with the Lord, fin 
ſhall no more be preſent with them ; which 
ſhould make all that hate ſin, long for. 
Heaven, and be willing to be diflulved, 
and be with Chriſt, 

2. For Direfion, Let all that experi- 
mentally ſenſe and feel what the Apoſtle, 
here mourns over, carefully attend ſuch 4i- 

| p 3 rect ions 
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rections as may prevent the ſpoil of their! 
duties by the working of their corruptions þ 
in them, 

Though no rules are found ſufficient to} 
prevent wholly the influence of our Corrup-| 
t:ons upon our duties, yet own it as a ſpecial 
mercy, it it may in any meaſure be pref 
vented, orreſtrained; in order whereunto, | 
I. ſhall hint briefly theſe following rules, 
which the experience of many Chriſtian 
Hath recommended as exceeding uſetul in 
this.caſe, 

Rule 1. Be more diligent 3 n preparation 
| for your duties, if you would meet with leſ, 
imterruptics in your duties, The very light 
of nature teacheth ſolemn preparation to all 
important and weighty buſineſs; and is 
there more ſolemn and concerning bufinefs 
in a'l the world, than that which thou | 
efanſacteſt with God in duties? Angels ap- 
proach not this God with whom thou haſt 
ro do, without profound reſpe&ts to his 

immenſe. greatneis and awtul holineſs, 1/a. 
6. 3. When you Rretch forth your hands, 
it is required that you anY Progagy your 
Peers, fon 1s ; 4K T Ge 
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= Rule 2, Raalize the preſence of God in 
& all your duties, and awe your hearts all that 
f jou are able by that conſideration. O, think 
what a piercing holy eye beholds thy heart, 
and tries thy reins, Wouldft thou not be 
really aſhamed, if thy thoughts were but 
vocal to men, and the workings-and wan- 
drings of thy heart vilible to thoſe that 
j2yn with thee in the ſame duty ? O, if 
the preſence of God were more realized, 
certainly your hearts would be better ſecu- 
red againſt the incurſions of your Corrup- 
tions ! | 

Rule 9. Labour for a deeper meaſure and | 
degree of Santtification ; many other rules | 
are but Spiritual Anodynes, to give preſent 
eale.; but this is the way toa real Cure: a 
thouſand things way be found helpful to 
put by a vain thought for the preſent, but 
then 1t returns again, and it may be with 
more ſtrength: "This 1s the proper method 
to dry the ſpring, when others are but at- 
tempts to divert the fream, Tf habits of 
grace. were more deeply radicated, acts of 
grace would be more eaſic to us, and flow 
more freely from us,  F 4 Rule 


x 
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Rule 4. Laſtly : Confiler what an ap.) 
gravation it is to your evil, towent it ſelf m} 
the ſpecial preſence of God in duties, See 
how Paul mourns over it in the Texr, lt] 
is not only a fin, bur an affronting of God 
to his Face z, this grieving of his Spirit, 1s 
the ſpoil of thy duty; it 1s ( as one aptly 
calls ir )obex infernalzs, an helliſh Bar or} 
Remora to all ſweet and free intercourſe of 
the ſoul with God. y | 
3. Conſolation. But whilſt Iam repre: 


i + ſenting the evil of it to ſome, it may be 


there are others over-whelmed with the 
forrowful ſenſe of it, even to diſcourage- 
ment and deſpondency:Poor Chriſtian,is this 
thy caſc?Are all the AfiRions in the world 
nothing to thee in compariſon with this 
evil which is preſent with thee, when thou 
wouldſt do good?Well, though thoucanſt not 
do the good thou wouldſt, nor free thy felt 
yet from the evil thou wouldſt rather than 
live;be freed from : There are four things 
that may be much relief to thy penſive ſoul. 

Firſt : Though the preſence of evil even 
' inthy beſt duties be ſad,yet thy grief,and affli- | 

| C103 
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ag-$tion for it, i ſweet, That 1s a fad fin, but 
f inhis 15 a ſweet ſip1z : It is not heart-evils, 


cart-wandrings in duties, hardneſs, and 
Wnbelief thar Hypocrites mourn for, but 


0d Wrore groſs and external evils, Let this 
5 Wrouble for fin comfort thee, when the 
ly Woreſence of (if grieves thee, 

or Secondly : God accepts through Teſus 
of MChriſt, what you do [mcerely, though you * 


an do nothing purely and perf«&ly, Cant. 
5. 1, Your fincerity is your Evangelical 
perfection ; the evil that is preſent 18 not 
imputed ; the good that is preſent, 1s ( not- 
withſtanding that commixed evil ) accept- 
ed, which is ſtrong conſolation. 

Thirdly : Yow find your caſe was the caſe 
of bleſſed Paul, a man of eminent Santtity. 


you will find then all ſick of this diſeaſe ; 
ſo that your caſe is not ſingular. 

Fourthly : Tour Fuſtification is perfect, 
and without ſpot, though your Santification 
benot ſo; and the time 1s coming when your 
Santification ſhall be as your Juſtification 


is; and after that no more complaints. 
The 


And if you conſult all theSaints,oneby one, - 


Tae Fourth Meditation. 


UPON 


Epheſ. 1.13. In whom alſo, after that j 
be heved, ye were ſeates.q gwith the bu) 
Spirit of Promiſe. 


ROM his doxology and ſolemn Thank(. 
giving, wer. 3, the Apoſtle *nume. 
rates the principal Chriſtian priviledge 


that gave the occaſion of that thankſgiving, 
among Which, this in the Text is not the 
leaſt, chough laſt named. 
in this one verſe we have the two nobl: 
acts of Faith diſplaid ; its direct act calPd 
| Truſting, and its Feflex a&t, which in order 
of nature and time followsit, and 1s 1mpli- 
ed in the word Sealing, 
In the latter claute (to which I ſhall 
confine my Meditations ) four things mult 
be remarked, wiz, The Subject, Nature, 
' Author, - and Quality of Aſſurance, .. 
I. The Subject of Aſſurance, which is 
_ and 
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d can be no other than a foul that hath 
Woſed with Chriſt by Faith, reflex acts ne- 
(ffarily preſuppoſe direct ones. Never 
as any Unbeliever Sealed, except to Dam+ 
jon : Afﬀurance is peculiarly the Prero- 
ative of Believers, | 
.2. The Nature of Affurance, he calls it 
ealing., an apt metaphor to expreſs the na» 
rgof it, For Aſſurance like a Seal, both 
-ſ@onfirms, declares, and diſtinguiſhes; it con- 
{Wrms the grant of God, declares the pur- 


doſe of God, and diſtinguiſhes the perſon ; 


o priviledg'd from other men. 
3. The Author of afſurance, which is 
he Spirit ; he 18 the Keeper of the grear 


1.{Þcal of Heaven, and 1's his Office ro con - 


rm and ſeal the Believers right and interelt 
n Chriſt and Heaven, Rom, 8. 16. 

4- Laſtly : The quality of this Spirit ct 
\fJurance, or the Sealing Spirir, he S<2!s 
n the quality of an holy Spirit, and of the 


p| pirit of promiſe, as an holy Spirit, revat- 


ng to his previous ſ-nctifying work upon | 

he ſealed ſoul. As the Spirit of prow:/-, 

eſpecting the medium or inſtrument, made 
ule 
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uſe of ,by him in this his Sealing work; 
for he Seals by opening and applying the 
promiſes to Believers from the Spirits order, 
The Note will be this. | 
Do&t. That the priviledge of Sealing f«. 
lows the duty of Believing. _T 
There 18 no ſeaſon more proper'to treat 
of the Sealing of the Spirit, than ar a Sealing 
Ordinance z nor can [I handle the Spirit 
ſealing work in a more profitable method, 
than in ſatisfying theſe five Quertes partici 
larly ; and then applying the whole, 
7 . T7. What 1s the Spirits Scaling, ' and 
19 how performed? 2. Why none are Sealed 
F till they Believe ? 3. Whether all Belic- 
vers are Sealed ? 4, What is the privi- 
ledge of being Sealed ? 5. Wharare the 
eftes of the Spirits Sealing ? | 
1, Query, What u the Spirits Sealiny 
work, and how is it performed? 
Anſwer, The Scaling of the Spirit, i 
kis giving a ſure and certain teſtimony to 
® the realiry ofthat work of grace he hath 
wrought in our ſouls, and to our intercſ 
- in Chriſt and the Promiſes ; thereby fat 
| fying 
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fying our fears and doubts about our eſtate 
and condition, | 

Every matter of weight and concern= 
ment is to be proved by two ſuthcient Wit- 
neſles, Deaut, 19, I5. our ſincerity and 
intereſt in Chritt are matters of the deep- 
eſt concernment to us in all the world, and 
therefore need a farther witneſs to confirm 
and clear them,than that of cur own ſpirits; 
che ſpirit it ſelf therefore bears witneſs 
with our ſpirits, Rows. 8, 16. Three things 
concur to the ſpirits Sealing work. / 

He Sanctifies the ſoul, He irradiates and 
C clears that work of SanCtification, He 
enables it thereby to apply Promiſes, 

The firſt is his material or objective 
Seal, the latrer his formal Sealing. - None 
but rhe Spirit of God can clear and confirm 
ourtitle to Chriſt, for he only ſearcheth the 
deep things of God, I Cor, 2. 10, and it's 
his cthce, Row, 8, I 6. oo udg]upiy, ro Wiſe 

eſs with our ſpirits. 

This Seal or Witneſs of rhe Spirit muſk 

eeds be true and certain, becauſe Omni» 
cence and 'T'ruth are his cflential proper- 


_—_ 
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ries: Heis Omniſcient, 1 Cor. 2. 10, and | 
therefore cannot be deceived himſelf : He 
15 the*Spirit of 'T'ruth, Feb. 14. 17. and 
thereſore cannot deceive us ; ſo that his 
teſtimony is more infallible and fatisfatory 
than a Voice from Heaven, 2 Pet. 1. 19. 
If an Angel ſhould Fppear and tell us | 
Chriſt had faid to him, Go and tell ſuch a | 
man, that I love him, that I ſhed my blood 
for him, and will fave him ; it could never } 
give that repoſe and ſatisfaction to the 
mind as the internal Witneſs or Seal of . the 
ſpirit doth ; for that may be a deluſion, but 
this cannot. "The witneſs of our own heart 
may amount to a ſtrong probability ; bur 
the witneſs of the ſpirit 1s demonſtration, 
:T Fob. 4. 24. 
-- So that as itisrhe deſign and work of 
Satan to caſt in doubts and fears into graci- 
ous hearts, to perplex 2nd intangle them, fo 
oppolitely it is the work of the Spirit to 
—_ and ſettle the ſanftified ſoul, and fill 
it with peace and joy in believing, Fob, 
26, 7, Rom. 14, 17, | | 
In Sealing he both atteſts the fidem qu 


creditur, 
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creditur,, the detrine or object of Faith 5 * 
and the fidem qud creditur, the infuſed habit 
or grace of Faith : Of the former he faith, 
this 18my Word, of the latter, this is my 
Wark; and his Seal or teſtimony is evermore 
agreeable to the written word, 1/a, 8, 20. 
So that what he ſpeaks in our hearts, and 
what he. ſaith in the Scripture, are ever- 
more concordant and harmonious teſtimo=- 
nies, 

To conclude, in Sealing the Believer, he 
doth not make uſe of an audible Voice, nor 
the Miniſtry of Angels, nor immediate and 


extraordinary. revelations; hut he makes uſe Þ 


of his own graces implanted in our hearts, 
and his own promiſes written in the Scrip- 
tures; and in this method he uſiaily brings 
the doubting, trembling heart of the behie- 
ver toreſt and comfort. 
2. Query. Why are none Sealed till after 
Believing ? 
| Anſw, It cannot be denied but that ma- 
ny perſons in the ſtate of nature and unbe- 
lef, may have grounded confidznces, and 
falfe comforts built thereupon, Thus is evi- 
G 2 
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8 dent from Marth, 7.22. any will ſay un- 
fo me im that day Lord, Lord, have not we 
Prophefied in thy Name? And Foh,8.54455, 
| Of horn ye [ay that he ts your God, and yet 
| 76 have not known him, And beyond all is 
that ſtartling Scripture, Heb; 6. 4, 5. 


Who were orce enlighined, ad bave tafted | 


of the Heavenly gift, and werg made parta- 


| Zers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the 


good Word of God, and ths powers of the 
World to Come, if thy fall away, &c. 

But for any except real Believers. to 
have thoſe Witneſſes and Sealings of the 
Spirit deſcribed above, is utterly impoſſible, 
and will evidently. appear to be fo, whe- 
ther we conſider the Author, Nature, 
Object, Mediums, End and Deſign of this 
work, F Inns 

Firſt: Connider the Anthor of this work, 
' the Spirit of God, who is an Holy Spirit, a 
the Texr calls him, and the Spirit of Truth, 
as Chriſt calls him, Fob. 14. 17. and it 
cannot be thar ever he ſhould give teſtimc- 
ny to a lye, or pive a falſe witneſs, quite 
croſs to the very tenour of the written 

: word, 
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word, as he muſt do, ſhould he Seal an Un- 
believer. What though they be, Ele&? 
yet whilſt Unregenerate,they have noaCtu- 
al intereſt in Chriſt and the Promiſes, and 
therefore cat have none Sealed by the Spi- 
rit. Fri s eft predicare deefſe quam de 
cognoſci ; we mult be Saints before we-can 
be knewn to be ſo. | 

Secondly : Conlider but the, nature of 
this work, and it cannot be, that ever an _ 
Unbeliever ſhould be Sealed by the Spirit : 
For aſſurance is produced in our ſouls by 
the reflexive acts of our Faith, The Spi- 
rit helps us to reflc&t upon what hath been 
done by him formerly upon our hearts. 
Hereby we know that we know him, 1 Joh, 
| 2,3. To know that we know, is'a reflex 
q act ; now it's impoſſible there ſhould be a 
reflex before there hath been a direct aft; 
No man can have the evidence of his Faith, 
before the habit be infuſed, and the vital 
att firſt performed. | | 

Thirdly : Conſider the objec matter, to 
which he Seals, and it will be found to be 
hisown Sanifying operations upon aur 
Tg RE. © Ra, hearts, 


- 
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$7 hearts, and conſequently to our priviledges 
Ez. in Chriſt, Rom. 8. 16. 1 Fob, 3.24. The 
7 thing or matter atteſted 1s, that Chriſt abi- 
deth in us, and that we are the Children of 
God, But no ſuch thing can be Sealed till 
WY webelicve, for neither our Adoption nor 
W ' Sanctification can be before Faith. 
| - Fourthly: Conſider the mediums or in- 
ſtruments uſed by the Spirit in his Sealing 
work ; the promiſes are his ſealing inſtru- 
ments, and on that account he is call'd rhe 
Spirit of Promiſe in theText:Not only becauſe 
he is the Spirit promiſed, but as the Promiſes 
contain the ſpirit, ſo the Spirit uſes the Pro- 
miſes (3, e.) clears them to our. underſtand- 
mgs,and helps us to apply them to our fouls; 
but this he never doth, nor can do, till the 
ſoul by Faith have union with Chrift ; for 
till then it hath no right in the Promi- 
ſe 


S, 
Fifchly and laſtly : Conſider the end and 
. deſign of this work of the Spirit, which 
is to ſecure to the ſoul its peace, pardon, ' 
_ and ſalvation in Chriſt, he ſeals Believers 
to the day of Redemption, Eph. 4, 30. 
| ( 4 e. ) 
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( 4, e, ) totheir compleat Salvation : So 
chen it muſt be equally impoiſible tor an 
Unbeliever to be ſealed as to be laved. 

3. Query, The next enquiry «, Whether 
all Believers are Sealed by the Spirit e 

Anſwer. The reſolution of th:s Query 
will depend upon ſeveral diſtinctions that 
muſt be made upon this matter, 

1, Diffintion, We muſt diſtinguiſh the 
different kinds of the Spirits ſealing ; all his 
Sealing work 1s not of one kind, nor to one 
and the ſame uſe and cnd. | 

There is an Obje&ive Seal which diſtin- 
guiſhes the perſon, and a Formal Seal 


Chriſt and Salvation. 'The firſt he doth in 
Sanfifying us; the ſecond in Aſſuring us. 

When he Seals us Obje&ively, that is, 
when he SanCtifies us really by the intufion 
of grace, he Seals us by way of diſtin&tion 
from other men, which is one end of Scal- 
ing ; for though in reſpec .of Gods decree + 
and purpoſe there was a difference betwixt - 
us and others before time, 2 Tim, 2,19. 5 
and although in regard of Chriſts intention ' | 
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which clears and ratifhes his intereſt in --1 
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in his death, there was a diflerence betwixt 
us and others, 70h. 17. 9, yet all this while 
' there 15 no perſonal, actual difference be- 
twixt us and others, ti!l Sanctification do 
make one, Eph, 2. 3,and 1 Cor.G6. 11, But 
the Sanctifcation of the Spirit makes a real 
_ difference in the ſtate and temper of the per. 
ſon, 2 Cor, 5.17, and manifeſts that diffe- 
rence which Election put betwixt us and 0- 
thers before time, 1 Theſ, 1.4, 5. And yet 
all this while a.man ray not be formally 

Scaled (3. e.) bis Sinftifcation may be 
very doubttul to himſelf, and he may la- 
bour under great fears about it, 

2. Dift;ation. The ſeaſons or ine Spi- 
- rits ſealing, mit be diſtinguiſhed; and 
theſe are to ſorae, 

Firſt : «dJramediately upon the fouls firſt 
cloſing with Chriſt at Converſion, eſpecially 
when Converſion is wrought at riper age, 
and is uſher'd in by a grezter degree of the 
{pirit of bondage, and deep inward terrors, 
Thus the Prodjgal (the emblem of a Con- 
yert ſo brought home to God ) was enter» 
etzined with the fatred Calf and Mulick, 
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but all find not this preſently, as ſome 
do, 

Secondly : Times of eminent Comnmu- * 
nion with God are Sealing times: There 
are extraordinary, out-lets of Peace, Joy, 
Land Comfort , at ſome ſeaſons in duty, 
which makes rhe ſtate of the ſoul very clear; 
and baniſhes all ſcruples and fears a the 
heart. 

Thirdly : Others are Sealed upon ſome 
eminent hazard they have been expoſed to: 
for Chriſt, or ſome extraordinary ſufferings 
they have undergone for Chriſt; wherein 
they bave carried it with eminent meckneſs, 
patience, and ſelf denial, 2 Cor: 1. 4, 5: 
Thus the Martyrs were many times Sealed 
in the depth of their ſufferings: | 

Fourthly : It's uſually frond that a Seal.” 
ivz time follows a dark day of deſertion 
and ſore combats with temptation. Poſt 
Nubila Phebus, Sothat Text, Rev. 2.17, 
i expounded by ſome, To him that over- 
cometh will I give the white ſtone, and the. 
Mew name. 
\ Fifthly; Dying-times prove Sealing-times 


ro 
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to many ſouls, if their whole life have been 
like that day deſcribed by che Propher, 
Zech. 14. 17. neither dark nor light, a 
life betwixt hopes and fears, yet at Evc- 
ning-rime it hath been light, 

3. Diftinftion. Laſtly : We muſt diſtin. 
guiſh the ſeveral ways and manners of Sea- 
ling, Some are extraordinary and. imme- 
diate, vouchſafed only ro fome perſons, at 


| | ſome ſpecial times and ſeaſons. Thus Za 


cheus was in an extraordinary and immedi- 


[. _ ate way aſcertained of | his Salvation, Luk. 


I9. 9, This day is Salvation come to this 
Houſe. And fo the Palfie-man, Mark. 2. 5. 
Sor: ( ſaith Chriſt.) thy ſons be forgiven thee, 
But theſe immediate ways are ceaſed ; no 
man may nuw expect by any new Revela- 
tion or Sign from heaven, by any Voice, 
or extraordinary Inſpiration to have his Sal- 
vation ſealed, but muſt expect that mercy 
in Gods ordinary way and method, ſearch- 
ing- the Scriptures, examining our own 
"hearts, and' waiting on the Lord in pray- 
cr 


The Learned Gerſon gives an inſtance of 
- one 
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one that had been ſong upon the borders | 
of deſpair, and at laſt (weerly aſſured and 
ſetled ; and being asked how he attained 
that Aſſurance, he anſwered, Non ex nowa 
aliqua revelatione, &c. Not by any new re- 
velation, bur by ſubjecting my underſtand. 
ing to, and comparing my heart with the 
written word, : F 
And Mr, R:berts in his Treatiſe of the 
Covenants, ſpeaks of another that ſo ve- 
hemently panted after the Sealings and Af- 
ſurance of the love of God to his ſoul, that 
for a long time heecarneſtly deſired ſomo 
Voice from Heaven ; and ſometimes walk- 
ing in the ſolitary Fields, carneſtly defired 
ſome miraculous voice from the Trees or 
Stones there : This was denied him, but 
in time a better was afforded in a ſcriptu- 
ral way. | 
Now to reſolve the Query out of theſe 
diſtinctions. | | 
Firſt : Though all Believers have not the 
formal Sealings of the Spirit, yer they have 
the objeFive,or material Seal;:hat is,theSpi- 
rit is. in them asa ſanQifying ſpirit, putting 
4 
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a real difference betwixt them and others, 
when he is not with them by way of evi. 
dence and affurance of ſantification. 

- Secondly : Though all Believers are not 
Sealed at one and the ſame rime, yer there 
are few, if any Believers, bur do meet 
with one ſeaſon or other in this life, where 
in the Lord doth Seal them, if nor at their 
firſt cloſe withChriſt,as many have beenSeal- 
ed, yet in ſome choice and eminent ſeafon 
of communion with God, ſuch goldenpots 
of tice, ſuch precious ſeaſons moſt Chri- 
ſtians can ſpeak of, Though as Bernard 
ſpeaks, it be rara hora, brevs mora. Sel- 
dom, but ſweet : Or if notin the courſe of 
their ative obedience, *tis a thouſand to 
one. but they ſhall meet it in the way of 
their paſſive obedience, if God exerciſechem 
eminently under the croſs, or after a dark 
cloud of deſertion, or in a dying hovr. 

- Thirdly and laftly : "Though God now 
Seals not men in an extraordinary and im- 
mediate way by Reyelation, immediate In- 
ſpiration, or Voices from Heaven, yet 
moſt Chriſtians are ſcaled in the ordinary 
: | way 
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way of the Spirit, under one Ocdinance or _ 
other, in one duty or other, FJ 

4 Query. What is the priviledge of be- 
ing Sealed by the Spirit ? 

Apyſwer. Much every way ; words can- . 
not expreſs the riches of ' this mercy ; for 
let us but conſider the four following -par- 
ticulars, and you will admire the mer- 
Cy. 
"Eft: Conſider whoſe at and proper 
work Sealing 1s. God doth not ſend An- 
gels upon this Errand ; though if he did, 
that would be a great honour to poor duſt 
and. aſhes, bur he ſends his Spirit to do it. 
Qh, the Condeſcenſion of the great God 
to men ! this 15a greater honour than if 
millions of Angels were imploy'd abour 
it, | 
And then as to certainty and ſatisfation, 


1t 13 beyond all other ways and methods | j | 


in the world , for in miraculous Voices and 
Inſpirations it's poſſible there may ſ#befſe 
falſam, be found ſome Cheat or Impoſture 
of the Devil ; but the ſpirits witneſs in the 
heart, ſuitable to his revelation in the Scrip- 
H ture 

% 
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7 ture cannot deceive - us. | 
Secondly : The concluſion or truth 
ſealed, is raviſhing and tranſporting. All 
Chriſtians vehemently pant for it, few 
have the enjoyment of it forany long Cor- 
tinuance. But whilſt they do enjoy it, 
they enjoy Heaven upon Earth, a joy,be- 
yond all the joys of this world. T'o have 
this concluſion ſurely Sealed, Chriſt s 
mine, my {;n[is pardoned, I ſhall be ſaved 
from wrath, through him : O, * whar is 
this! whats this ! 
Thirdly : Conſider the ſubjeft, or per- 
ſon Sealed, a poor finful wretch that haſt 
ten thoufand times over grieved the good 
Spirit of God, by whom notwithſtanding 
thou art Sealed to the day of Redempricn: 
Thou haſt by every fin deſerved to be ſeal- 
- ed up to Damnation : Thou haſt reafon to 
. account and eſtcem thy ſelf much inferior 
in graces and duties to many thouſands of 
the Saints that are panting after this privi- 
ledge, and cannot obrain it : O, thericks 
of the goodneſs of God ! E 
Fourthly and laſtly, Confider the defigns 


and 


1 
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j£ and: aims of the Spirit in his Sealing thy 
ſoul, To are 


. To ſecure Heaven to thee for e- 


ver. |, \ 
' 2.- As intermediate thereunto, to bring 
very much of Heaven into thy ſoul, in the 
way to it; indeed topgive thee two Hea- 
vens, whillt many others muſt ſuffer rwv 
Hells. 

F. Query, Laſtly : We will enquire 
what are the effetts of the Spirits ſealing up- 
on our ſouls, by which we may diſtinguiſh 
and charly diſcern it from all deluſioms of 
Satan, and all Impoſtures whatſoever ? 

Anſwer. The genuine and proper effeCts 
and fruits of Sealing, are, 1. Inflamed 
Love. 2, Renewed Care, 3. Deep Abale, 
ments. 4. Increaſe of ſtrength. 5. A de- 
| fire to be with the Lord, 6. Improved 
Morrification to the world. 

Wherecloever - theſe are found conſe- 
quent to our Communion with God, and 
his manifeſtations of himſelf ro us therein, 
they put it beyond all doubr, that it was 
the Seal of his own bleſſed Spirit, and no 
deluſion. H 2 Firſt ; 
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Is - © Firſt : The ' Sealings of the Spirit cant 
'* not but inflame the love of the ſoul in a 
i ' very intenſe degree towards God : One 
* flame dothnot more naturally beget ano- 
ther, than the love of God doth kindle the 
love of a gracious foul to him. We have 
known and believed the lowe that God hath 
tb us, 1Joh,4 16, 19, When Chriſt had 
forgiven much to thar poor Woman that 
had fin'd much, and manifeſted pardon- 


| ing mercy to her foul ; O, how much was 


her love to Chrilt inflamed thereby ? Luke 
Jo 7 | 

} Secondly : Renewed care and diligence 
|! follows the Scalings of the Spirit. Now is 
the ſoul at the foot of Chriſt, as Mary was 


| at the Sepulchre, with fear and great Joy, 


He that Travels the Road with arich trea- 

I! ſureabout him, is afraid of a Thief in eve- 
| Ty buſh. . This is exemplified in the Spouſe, 

{ who had endured many a ſad day and night 

in Chriſts abſence, and ſought him ſorrow- 
ing ; but when ſhe had regained his felt 
| and ſenſible preſence, it's ſaid, Cant. 3. 4. 
| 1 found him whom my ſoul loveth ; I held 
him, aud would not let him go. She 


\ 


wh 
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She doth not ( as MrDurham ſpeaks ); 
lay by diiigence, as if all were done ; bur is 
of new taken up with as great care to retain 
and 1mprove this mercy, as before ſhe was 
ſollicitous to obfain ir, Whether a Behe- 
ver want or have, whether he be ſeeking 
or enjoying, there is ſt:]] matter of exercife 
for him in his condition, i 

Thirdly: Dcep abaſement and great 
humblings uſe to follow the eminent ap- 
pearancesof God to the ſouls of men, Lord, 
{ Gid that Diſciple ) how 25 it that thiu wilt 
znanifeſt thy ſelf to us,and not unto the world? 
Joh, 14. 22. When Gcd Sealed the Cove- 
nant to Abraham, to be a God to him, at 
this Abrahain fell upon his face, Gen, 17. 
1, 2,3. Never doth a ſoul lie lower in the 
duſt, and. abhor it ſelf, than when the 
Lord makes the moſt ſignal manitcſtations 
of his grace and love tojr, 

Fourthly : Increafed ſtrength follows the 
ſealings of the Spirit. New powers enter 
mto the, ſoul, and a ſenſible improvement 
of its abilities for duty: Or ever ] was aware 
( ſaxth the Spoule ) 27 ſou! made me as the 

8 2-:: Chariots 
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Fj Chariotsof Aminadab Cant. 6.12. 

Now the wheels of the ſoul being oyled 
with the Joy and comfort of the Spirit run 
nimbly in the ways of obedience, The Joy 
of the Lord is your ftrength, 

Fifthly : Sealings of the Spirit, inflame 
the deſires of the ſoul after Heaven, and 
make it long to go home. Nothing makes 
death ſo undeſirable to the Saints, as the 
doubts and fears that hang upon their Spi- 
rits about their condition, Were their evi- 
dences for Heaven clear, and their doubts 
reſolved, they would, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
deſire to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, 
Phil. 1. 23. If once the great queſtion of 
our intereſt in Chriſt be throughly decided, 
and all be clear betwixt us and'our God, 
= we ſhall find Life the matter of Patience, 
=; and Death the obje of defire. 

* Sixchly and- laſtly : Improved Mortih- 

cation to the world, flows naturally from 
the Sealings and Aſſurances of the love of 
God toour fouls. It is with our ſouls after 
ſuch a view of Heaven, and a ſealed Intereſt 
therein, ag it is with him that hath been 
gazing 
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gazing upon that glorious Creature the Sun, 
when he comes to caſt his eye again upon 
the Earth, all things ſeem dark and cloudy 
to him. He ſees no beauty in any of thoſe 
things, becauſe of that excellenc luſtre which 
he lately beheld. We know ( faith the 
Apoſtle ) that if our earthly houſe of this Ta- 
bernacle were diſſoly'd, we have a bulding 
of God, an houſe not made with hands, e- , 
ternal in the heavens ; there's Aſſurance or 

caling : For m this we groan earneſtly, de- 
firing to be chathed upon with our houſe 
which is from Heaven. There's the natu- 
ral effe&t of ir, 2 Cor. 5. I, 2, - 

Uſes. The point ſpeaks to three forts of 
perſons, viz. 1, To thoſe that have not 
yet been Sealed. 2. To thoſe that once' 
had, butnow want this comfort, 3. To 
thoſe that enjay the comforts of it. 

Firſt : To thoſe that yet want this mer- 


cy, who have not been formally Sealed by. : : 


any aſſurance of their title ro Chriſt, but | 
all their days have been clog'd with fears } 
znd doubts of their condition, Too ſuch 


wy Counſel is, 7 
. © Fiſt: þ 
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_ Firſt; That you be not quiet under 
theſe uncertainties, but pant after the aſſu- 
rance of peace and pardon. Say unto 
Chriſt as the Spouſe did,” Cart. 8, 6. Set 
me as a Seal upon thy heart, as a Seal up- 
0n thime arm; Pant after it as Dawid did, 
Pſal. 35. 3. Say unto my ſoul, 1 am thy 
. Salvation. 7 

How can you look upon ſuch precious 
promiſes, and not Gare totaſt them? How 
can you hear others ſpeak of their ſatis 
faction, peace, and afſurance, and be 
quiet until you alſo have attained it? What 
1S1t thar hinders this mercy that it cannot | 
come home to your ſouls ? Is it your neg- 
le& of duty? O, ſtir up your ſelves ro 
take hoid of God ! Is it want of a through 


I} ſearch and examination of your eſtate ? 


O, let not thine eyes find reſt, till that be 
fally done : Is it ſome ſpecial guilt upon 
thy foul that grieves the Spirit of God ? 
Be reſtleſs till it be removed, I know this 
mercy 1s not at your command, do what 
you .can do; but yet Ialſo know when 
i God beſtows it, he uſually doth it in theſe 
I Ways of our duty. | Secondly : 


\ 


Secondly : 'To thoſe that once had, but 
now want this bleſſing, who ſay as Fob 
20. 2,3. O that it were with me as in 
days paſt | The darkneſs is the greater to 
you, becauſe you have walked in the light 


in this caſe is given in three words, Rev. 
« F- Remember, Repent, Reform. 
Firſt : Remember ( i. e.) ponder, con= 


ad 1tnow is, 

Secondly : Repent, mourn over theſe 
Four ſinful relapſes; ſure you may chal- 
enge the firſt place among all the mour» 


better to. have loſt the light of your eye, 
han this ſweet light of Gods countenance 
your fin hath ſeparated betwixr you and 
your God, O mourr over it ! 

Thirdly : Reform. Do your firſt works 
again, O Chriſtian! confider thy heart 
1s ſunk deeper into the world than it was 
wont to be. Thy duties are fewer, and 
thy zeal and affeRion to God much abated. 

. Return 
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pf the Lord. 'The ſum of Chrifts Counſel 


ider, Compare time with time, and ſtate 
with ſtate, how well it once was, how 


ners 1n the world, Your loſs 1s great, O, 
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Return, return, O back-ſliding foul, and 
' Jabour to recover thy firſt love to Chriſt, 
what ever pains it colt thee. 

Laſtly: To thoſe that do enjoy theſe 
choice and invaluable mercies, the Sealing 
of the Spirif, | 

Firſt : Take heed that you grieve not 
the good Spirit of God, by whom you are 
Sealed to the day of Redemption, Eph. 4.. 30. 
He hath comforted you, dow't you grieve 
him : The Spirit is a tender and delicate 
thing, you may quickly deprive your 
ſelves of his joy and peace, 


2dly: Be humble under this advancement 
& dignity.lf your hearts once begin to ſwell 
look out for humbling diſpenſations quick- 
 Iy, 2 Cor, 12.7. This treaſures always kept 
in the Veſſel of a contrite & humble heart, 

Thirdly: Keep cloſe ro duty,yea,tack one 
duty to another by intermediate _ 


ons.If care of duty. be once remitted, you are 
not far from a ſad change of your condition, 

Fourthly : Improve all Ordinances, eſ- 
pecially this great Sealing Ordinance for 


\ © your farther confirmation and eſtabliſh- 


ment, 


Ll. 
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ment. Act your Faith to the uttermoſt - 
of its ability upon Chriſt Crucified, and -þ 
comfort will flow in : The more the dire& 
atts of Faith are exerciſed, the more pow- 
erful and ſweet its reflex acts are like to be. 


The Fifth Meditation, 
UPON 


Fobn1.29,Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the ſins of the world. 


t * be ſcope of this Chapter is to prove "EP 
the Divinity and Eternal God-head at 

of Jeſus Chriſt, One of thoſe Arguments, 
by which this great Article of Faith is con- 
firmed and proved, is the Teſtimony of #8 
Fohn. This teſtimony of fohn is the more Wk 
remarkable, becauſe it was before Prophe. 8 
fied of him, that when the Meſſiah ſhould # 
come, this "Meſſenger ſhould go before his ; 
face to prepare the way for him, 4al.3. r, 
Now among all the Teſtimonies that 
ever John gave of Chriſt, none ever was, 
or 
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or; could be more full and clear than this 
1n:the. Text, To. 
'Behold the Lamb of God which tak 
away the Sin of VVorld. | 
_ . In which wordsare remarkable, 2. The 
Preface ro his Teſtimony. 2, The Teſt 
mony it (elf, | | 
Firſt : The Preface or IntroduCtion to 
Fobns Tefimony ; Behold, "There is a dais 
| ble uſe in Scripture of this word. Sore 
times it's uſed-by way of 1ndicaton, and 
ſometimes by way of Excitation, In the 
firſt it points out the perſon; in the laſt it 
raiſes our affcctions to him, In this place 
it harh both theſe Uſes. 
Behold the Lamb of God. q. d; This 18 


. the great expectation and hope of all Apes, 


This perſon whem you behold, 1s the cc- 
fire of all Nations. Loe, thisis God ma- 
nifeſt 1n fleſh, This is the great Sacrifice, 


| the Lamb of God, Never did humane cycs 


+ behold {uch an obje before, * 

2 Secondly ; The teſtimony it ſelf, which 

muſt be conſidered two ways, a8 it 16 

ſpe, 1, 'The truth and realigy. 2. The 
Vertyue 


a. w— as mf ons JA VI qc. X£& 
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vertue and dignity of Chriſt its ob- 


ft. | 

: Firſt : Fohns Teſtimony reſpects the 
truth and reality of. the obje&; this 1s 
5 ur the Lambot God, rhe very Anti- 
type to-Which all legal Sacrifices had reſpect, 


and from which they derived all their va- - 


Jue and vertue ; graceand truth came by 
Chriſt, as he had ſaid betore, wer. 17, 
The Paſchal Lamb, and Lamb for daily 
Sacrifice, were but the Types aud Sha- 
dows of this Lamb of God, 

Secondly : His Feſtimony reſpeAs the 
vertue and dignity of Chrift and his Blood, 
He taketh away the Sin of the World, "The 
Greek word, «:p4y ( as De Dieu a Learned 
Critick cbſerves) anſwers both the He- 
brew words 739 RU and 7/a.53. and 
ſignifies not only to bear, but to. bear 


away ; portando expiat, expiando aufert,, 


efficitque ut remittatur. By bearing fm, 
he expiatesit; and by expiating, takes 1t 
away, or procures the remiſſion of it. 
The exprefiion ſeems to allude'to the ſcape 
Gear, mentioned,  Levit, 16, 22, Thus 

= oc hl be; Chriſt 


-_ 
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Chriſt really and wholly takes away the ſin 
of the world, ( z,e. ) the fin of all Believers 
in the world, tor whom hz was Sacrificed, 


as Druſius well expounds it, concurrent | 


with the ſtream of found Expoſitors. 

So that this 18 a very full Teſtimony which 
Fobn gives to Chrift, and it is given with 
great affection and admiration of him : Be 
hold, yea, admire in beholding the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the fin of the 
world ; behold him with affections ſuitable | 
to ſuch an object. Ecce perſona a Deo ordi 
nata in vitimam ad expiandum peccata.Gro- 
tius. Behold the perſon appointed by God 
| for a ſacrifice to expiate ſin, Now though || 
this Scripture be very fruirful in practical 
obſervations, yet it is not my purpoſe at 
this time to note or proſecute any of them, | 
| except this one, which riſes from the pre: | 
farory particle, or that note of admiration, 
with which fobys Teſtimony of Chriſt is 
ulher"din 3 Behold the Lamb of God. And 
the note thence will be this; 

' DoQ.That Feſus Chrift the Lamb of God, 

is to be beheld with admiration and 


affettion 
s | 


5 
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affettion ſuitable to ſuch an obje@. 

Chriſt is beheld by men three ways. 

Firſt ; Carnally, with an eye of fleſh. | 
So men ſaw him in the days of his fleſh, - | 
and deſpiſed him, 1/a. 53. 2 Carnal eyes 
faw no beauty in him that he ſhould be de- 
fired. 

Secondly : Fiducially, by the eye of 
Faith; believing is ſeeing Chriſt, Fob. 6, 4.0. 
Faith is to the Saints inſtead of eyes ; by it 
they make Chriſt preſent, rhough the Hea»- ht 
vens have received him out of our carnal heli 

Thirdly : Beatifically, by the glorified jb 
eye. So the ſpirirs of juſt men made Per- 7 
feet, do by their mental eye ſee him in glo= at 
ry, and all the Saints after the Refurre&ti- WW 
on, ſhall with theſe Corporcal eyes, ſee 88 
their Redeemer, according to Fob 19. ik 

26, 27 | 9 
The fight of Chriſt by Faith ( which is '## 

ail the Gita of him that any man now [Fl 
hath, or can have in this world )as it is 
much more excellent than - the firſt, for i 
bleſſed are they that have not ſeen,and yet be- 
TY: lieve, if 


ſ 
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I: Zieve, Joh. 20. 29. So it is much inferiour 
WE! co the laſt, I Cor. 13, 12% For now we ſee 


j F darkly through a glaſs, but then face #0 face. 
& But though it be an infenior Viſion, -in re- 
g ſpect of that which is immediate and per- 


E4 fect, yerthe eye of Faiths a preciqus eye, 


W and the Viſions of Chriſt by Faith, are ra- 

| viſhing Viſions ; and he that beholds Chriſt, 
$ the Lamb of God, by a ſteddy fixed eye of 
8 farth, cannot bur admire, and- be deeply 


HH affected: with ſuch a fight of him;, - Fhe 
RR views of Chriſt by Faith are raviſhing ' and 
4 tranſporting views, 1 Per. 1. 8. VVhom 


i having nor ſern, ye love, in whom, though . 


1; | nn ye fee him not, yet belicving, ye rejoyce 
BET with joy un{peakable, and full of glory. 


| tis a diſparagement to ſo glorious an ob- 
Q jeRX as Chriſt, to behold him,and not won- 
f der; zo fee, and not love im. Certainly 


WE the admiration, love, delight, and joy of 


our hearts, are all at the command of Faith : 
For let us but conlider what raviſhing ex- 
| cellencies are in Chriſt, for the eye of a 
| Believer to behold and admire. 

| Firſt : God is in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5.19. 


He 


\ 
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He is God manifeſt in the ficſh, 1 Timm, 
2. 16, A. God Incarnate, is the worlds 
wonder; Here 1s Finite and Infinite joyn'd 
| in one ; Eternity matcht with Time ; the 
Creator and creature making but one per- 
ſon. The Lord hath created a new thing im 
the earth, a Woman ſball compaſs a many 
_ 31. 22, *Tisanargument of weakneſs 

admire little things, and of ſtupidity 
vor to admire great things, Many Mira- 
cles ( faith one ) were wrought by Carilt 
in the fleſh ; but che greateſt of all Miracles 
was his aflumption ot fleſh, 

Szcondiy : The Wiſdom of God 1s in 
Chriſt ; yea, i him are hid all the treaſures 
of Vildom and Knowleege, Col. 2, J- Ne- 
ver did the Divine Wildom diſplay its glo- 
rious beams in the eyes of Men and Angels 
in any work of God, fince the beginning 
of time, as it hath f ck in the deſignation 
of Chriſt to be the Lamb of God, a Sa- 
crific? for fin. Bebold the .amb of God ; 
zndin im, behold the unſcarchable Waif- 
com of God, In recovering the Elect per- 
teftly from all the danger 'of ſin, and yer 

L 2 ; making 
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making fin more dreadful rothem by the 
way of their recovery from it, than ever 


it could be made by any other con{iderari- | 


ON. 
Infinite Wiſdom in fuiting the Sinners 
remedy to the cauſe of his Difea fe !TheDil: 
eaſe was the Pride of Man ; the Remedy 


was the Humiliation of the Son of God, 


Man affe&ed to be as God,thar ruin'd }...n; 


God comes down, aſſumes fleſh, and will be Þ 
found in faſhion as a man; that faved | 


him, | 
. O profound Wiſdom ! which from the 


loſs and ruine of our Primitive glory, Þ 


which was the undoing of us, ſoul and bu- 
dy, takes the occaſion of raifing us to a far 
better ſtate, and (cttles us in ir,with a much 
better ſecurity than the former. 

Who bur J-fus Chriſt, the Wiſdom of 
God (as hes callcd, .x Cor, 1. 24.) could 
ever have orderedand over ruled the wortt 


of evils, fo as by occaſion of the breach ot | 
the Law to raiſe more glory to God than | 


ever cyuld have been given to him, by the 
moſt punctual obſcrva:ion of its commancs, 
1 or 


/ 


2 we 
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or by the moſt rigorous execution of its pe- 
nalties, O the aſtonithing depth of Wiſ- 
dom ! | 

Thirdly : The lowe of God is in Chriſt, 
Behold the Lamb of God ! and in him, 
behold the love of God'in the higheſt and 
moſt triumphant diſcovery that ever was 
or can be made of it in this world, 1 oh. 


4. 10. Herein i love, not that we loved - 


him, but that he lowed us, and ſent bu Sonto 
be the Propitiation for our ſins, O here, here 
is the love of God to Sinners; he manifeſts 
love to us in our daily proviſions, protecti- 
ons, deliverances, and comforts, That 
we have health when others groan under 
pains, therein 1s love. That we have 
bread to ear, when others are ready to pe- 
riſh, therein is love. O! but to have 


Chriſt to be a Propitiation for us, when the [| 


Angels that fell were left deſperate, there- 
in was love indeed. All the love qþat 
breaks out in the variety of providences for 
us in this world, in our Health and Eſtates, 


in our Relations and Comforts, is nothing 3X 


compar'd with this love, Herein x love 


indeed. I 4 


' Fourthly : 8% 


- 34-2 { 
CEL y 

4 '&; | 

[98 : [ 

"+ i 
oy 


92 Sacramental Meditations, 
Fourthly : The tender mercies of God 


BE over poor Sinners arc in Chriſt: As Chriſt is 


the mercy promiſed, Luk. 1.72, the ca- 
pital raercy, fo he is the Channel through 
. which all rhe ſtreams or Gods mercy flow 
freely to the Sons of men, Jude 21. the 
mercy of God io Eternal lite, or his ſaving 
mercies are only diſpenſed to us through 
Jeſus Coriſt, Behold the Lamb of God ! A 
Lamb prepared by the aſtoniſhing mercy of 
God, a Sacrifice for us, when nc Sacrifice's 
laid out for fallen Angels. Mercy alone hath 
made this difference;mercy opencd its tender 
eye, and looked through Chriſt upon us in 
the depth of our miſery, In Chriſt ir is that 


WY the milder attribute of mercy is exerciſed 


upon us, whilſt ſevere Juſtice puniſhes them. 
Fifthly ; All the hopes of poor Sinners 
are in Chriſt, Col. 1.27. Take away 
Chriſt, and where is the hope of our ſoul.? 
Lim. 1.1. Tis by the Blood of the 
Lamb that we have hope towards God ; 
ln his Oblation,and no where clſe,our hope 
| of Salvation finds fooring. Oa him it ti3 
& the Anchor of hope is fixed, and the ſoul 
| EH ſtayed 

i 
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ſtayed when the ſtorms of fear and inward 
rouble do ariſe and bear violently upon it. 

Sixthly : "The Salvation of our fouls to 
Eternity is in Chriſt, Acts 4. 12. Nezther 
5 there any other name given under Heaven, 
by which we maſt be ſaved. He1s the Ark 
in whom we are preſerved, Jude w. 1, 
Look as the ſprinkling of the Blood of the 

aſcha! Lamb upon the Door.poſts of the1/- 
raclites was that which preſerved them from 
he deſtroying Angel,ſo the Blood of Chriſt 
he Lamb of God Typifed by that Blood, 
aves Believers from the wrath to come, 

But who» can open the unſcarchable 
riches, or recount the raviſhing excellencies 
found in Chriſt ? Angels and the Spirits of 
Huſt men made perfect behold and admire 
tor evermore the incomparabie cxcellencies 
of Choiſt ! Heaven would be no Heaven 
o them, if they could not bchald Chrift 
there, P/al. 73. 25, $ 

But my bulineſs rather lies in improve 
ng this point, than endeavouring farther 
to unfold it; for new wonders will ap» 
pear in Chriſt, 1f we behold him to Eter- 
nity. *_. Uſe. 
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Uſe. And all the improvement I ſhall 
make of it ſhall be in one uſe of Exhorta- 
tion, beſpeaking every one of you, what 
ever your preſent condition and eſtate be, 
to behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the (in of the world. And 
 . Firſt: If there be found among you any 

that are ſenſible of a ſtony, hard heart which 
cannot relent and mourn for all the wron 

done to Jeſus Chriſt by ſin, whoſe affecti- 
ons are benumm'd and ſtupified by fin; fo 
that no conſiderations they can urge upon 
their own hearts, are able to thaw them, 
and cauſe a relenting pang for fin, "To 
ſuch I would<dire& the words of this Text, 
as the moſt effetual means to melt ſuch 
hearts, Look hither, hard heart, Beh2/4 
the Lamb of God. Canfider, believe and 
apply what is here ſenſibly reprefented, 
gnd thy heart is hard indeed if it relenr not 


_ upon ſuch a view of Chriſt. It's ſaid, Zh. 


12, 10, They ſhall. look upon me, whom 
they have pierced, and mourn, Behold the 
Son of God brought as a Lamb to the 
_ Slayghter for theea vile polluted Sinner : 


Behold 
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Behold the invaluable Biood of this Sacri= 
fice ſhed for thee : Bring thy thoughts 
cloſe to this ſubjet ; think who 
it is that was made a Lamb for Sacrifice, 
for whom he endured all his unſpeakable 
ſufferings, how meekly and willingly he 
endured all the wrath of God and men; 
ſtanding in his perfe&t Innocency ro be 


ſlain for thee : Behold, he was made fin . 


for thee, who hadno ſin; that thou who 
hadſt-no Righteouſneſs, mightſt be made 
the Righteouſneſs of God in him, O, who 
ever loved thee ar that rateChriſt hath done? 


Who would endure that miſery that Chriſt 


did endure for thy fake? Would thy Fa- 
ther, or the Wife of thy boſom, or thy. 
Friend thart is as thy own ſoul. be: content: 
to fee] that for thee (though bur one hour) 
which Chriſt felt when his ſweat was as it 
had been great drops of Blood falling down 
to the ground © Nay, thou wouldſt never 


| taſte ſuch a cup for the ſaving of . thine 


own Child, as Chriſt drank off, when he 
cried, 1y God, my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me ? Behold how he loved thee ! 

| Surely 
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Surely if the Rocks rent aſtinder at hi 
paſſion, thy heart is harder than a Rock, 
3f it rhaw nor at ſuch a fight as this. Fix 
*thine eyes a while here, and thine eye will 
afte& thy heart, 

* Secondly : Is there any among us that 
make too light of fin, and ate cafily over- 
"come by every temptation to the commiſſ:. 
on of ir? O come hither and behold the 
Lamb of God, and you cannot poſſibly 


have ſlight thoughts of fin after fuch af 
fight of Chriſt, See here theprice of fin, | 
behold what it coſt the Lord Jefus Chrilt | 
toexpiate ir, Did he come into the world | 
as a Lamb, bound with the bands of an | 
zrreverhble decree to die for {fin ? Did hel 
come from the Boſom of the Father to be | 


our Ranſomer, and that at the price of his 
own liie? Did the hand of ſevere Juſtice 
ſhed the Heart-blood of this Immaculate 
Lamb ro fatshe tor the wrongs thy fins 
have done to God ? and yet canſt thou 
lock upon {in as a light matter ? God for- 
bid, 

1 remember when the W orthies of 1/rac/ 

noon one Bob brake 


i 
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brake through the hoft of the Philiſtins, 
and brought unto David the waters of the 
well of - Bethichem : It's ſaid, 2 Sam, 
22.17. he 2would not drink thereof, but 
poured it out before the Lord, and ſaid, Be 
it far from me that I ſhould do this; is not 
this the bloed of the men that went in Teo« 
pardy of their Iroes? | 

He longed for it, and yet would not 
taſte it, how pleaſant ſoever it would have 


| been to him, conlidericg what bazard was- 
| run to obtain ir, 


Ah Chriſtian, it was but the hazard of 


| their Blood that gave cheque te David's ap» 


petite to the water; and if the water had 


' colt an equal quantiry of their blood, yer 
2 £ it had been but a low argumeat to diflwade 


him from drinking it, to this conſideration 
that now lies before thee, Thy ſin actu- 
ally coſt the blood of Chriſt, one drop 
whereof 1s more valuable than all humane 
blood ; and yet wilt thou not deny thy 
Luſts, nor reſiſt a temptation for his ſake ? 
Behold the Lamb of God ſlain for thy fin, 
and thou canſt neyer have {light thoughts 
of it any more, i ; FR 
; | 
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Thirdly : Is there any among you that 
droop, and are diſcouraged in their ſpirits, 
becavſe of their manifold aggravated Ini. 
quires ? who being over-weighed with the 
burdcer:ſome ſenſeof fin, deſpond and ſink, 
in their minds : to ſuch I would apply the 
wor:s of my Text as a ſoveraign Cordial 
to r«v1v. their hearts and hopes ; Behold 
the Lomb of God, that taketh away the ſin 
of ths world, 

ii inc Blood of the Lamb can take away 
the {in of the world, it can take away thy 
fin, rhough there be a world of fin in thee: 
For do but conſider Chriſt as deſigned from 
Eternity is be our Propitiation, Joh, 6, 27. 
Him haih God the Father Sealed, as Sacri- 
ticed in our room in the tulnefs of time, 

1 Cor, ©. 7. Chriſt our paſsover is Sacrificed 
for us, as accepted by the Father with 
greatft content and pleaſurez even as i 
ſweet ſmelling ſavor, Eph. 5. 2. as pub- 
liguely juſtified and diſcharged by God the 
Creditor at his ReſurreCtion, 1 Tim. 2. 16, 
and Fohn 16. 9, And laſtly, Conſider 
him as now 1n hcaven, where he appears 
before 
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before' God for us, as a Lamb it badbeen 
ſlain, Rev.5. 6. bearing the + © marks 
of his death, and preſenting tt, -- re 
God, as the moſt cfiectual and mMGVli,, A 
| toprocure pardon and mercy for his people. 
Let theſe: things, I ſay, be duel pondred, 
and nothing will be found mote eft-342] to 
relieve the Gefpondent minds of pc Be!jee 
vers againſt the ſinking ſenſe of r;-:ir fin, 
He thar repreſents himſelf in tae Sacra» 
ment as wounded for you, thews at the 
ſame time, tro the Father in Heaven, the 
real Bouy that was wounded 5 than which, 
nothing more eftcEtually move? merc y, or 
ſtays the {l:ding feet of a povr Bolievers 
hope : And that wh<=ther we conſider. 
Firſt: The dignity of the body w Y > 
was wounded, the mo't hailowed and :: 
ly fanCtified thing char ever was creacd, 
Luk, 1. 35, That holy thing. 

Secondly: Or his Vicegerency in ſuftering, 
He as wounded for our tranſgreſſuns, Ia, 
53+ 5. It was for that hard, proud, vain, 
dead heart that thou complaineſt of: Or 

Thirdly : The end and Jdefizn of thoſe 

K2 »' wounds 
! 
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wounds, which was to repair the Honour 
' of God, and the violated Law ; the lan- 

guage of rhat blood ( which 1s ſaid to ſpeak 
better things than the blood of- 4 bel, Heb. 
[T.2+ 24+ ) 15 this. 

Father, have theſe poor ſouls wounded 
thy. name ; thine Honour, thy Law ? Be- 
hold the wounds tizy Juitice hath inflicted 
on me for reparation ot*all that wrong they 
have done thee ! Oh how ſweetly doth the 
Blood of the Lamb ſettle the Conſcience of 
a poor drooping Believer ! 

Fourthly : Is there any among you 
that are faint-hearted and ready to ſhrink 
away from any ſufferings for Chriſt, as un- 
able to bear and endure any thing tor his 
fake? , To ſuch IT would fay in the words of 
this Text, Behold the Lamb of God, Did 
Chriſt ſuffer ſuch grievous rhings for you, 
and cannot you tufter ſmall matters for 
him? Alas, what is the wrath of man to 
_ the wrath of the great and terrible God! 
Beſide, he was an Innocent Lamb, and 
 Ceferved not to ſuffer the leaſt degree of 
penal evil upon his own account, but thou 

: haſt 
pi 


t 
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haſt deſerved Hell, and yet ſhrinkeft under 
the ſufferings of a moment, Did he ſufter 
ſo much for you, and can you ſuffer no- 
thing for him? Surely he 1a ſuffering for 
you hath Jeft you an example that you ſhould 
follow his ſteps, 1 Pet. 2. 21, What 1s + 
our Blood compar'd in dignity to the Blood 
of Chriſt ? W hat are our ſufterings com- 
par'd in kind or degree, to the ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt ? Nothing is found to fort 
he a mans ſpirit for ſufferings, as the 
Meditation of Chriſts ſufterings for us 
doth. , 
. Fifthly: Is 'there any among you 

that are impatient under your own per- 
ſonal tryals and troubles, apt to howl 
under common affliftions from the hand 
of God, or ſwell with revenge under 
injuries from the hands of ' men? To 
ſach I would ſay, Behold the Lamb of God, 
Was Chriſt a Lamb for meekneſs, and art 
thou a Lion for fierceneſs ? Was he filent, 
not once opening his mouth when he ſuf 
fered moſt vile things from the hands of 
Sinners, and can you bear nothing ? He 


K3 ; fuffered 
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ſuffered patiently, and deſerved it not ; 
you ſuffer impatiently, and have deſerved 
infinitely more, 

O that you would learn ro be more 
Ch.iſt-like in all your tryals and aftlictions, 
Let it not be (aid that Chriſt carried iras a 
Lamb, when he was tried ; and we like 
Swine grumbling, or houling when we 
are tried, O pet a Chriſt-like remper, 

Sixthly : [s there any among you rhat 
ſtagger at the promiſes through unbelief ? 
That cannot rely upon a word of promiſe, 
+ becauſe their own unbelieving hearts fill 
them with unworthy ſuſpicions of the pow- 
er, faithſulncſs, or willingneſs of God to 
perform them to them. O that ſuch would 
behold the Lamb of God , as repreſented 
in this Ordinance ! Are not all the promiſes 
of God Sealed to Believers in the Blood 
of this Lamb? Heb.g. 17, 18, 19, 20. 
Are notall the promiſes of God in Chriſt, 
Yea, and Amen to all that are in him? 
2 Cor, 1, 20. Or is thereany thing put 1n- 
to any promiſe of greater value than the 


Blood of the Lamb that was ſhed to pur- 
: chaſe 
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chaſe it? Or is not the giving of Chriſt to 
die for us, the accompliſhment of the 

reateſt promiſe that ever God mad? to us? 
And after the fulfilling thereof, wi» -nund 
remains for any to doubt the fulfill 2 of 
lefler promiſes ? 

Laſtly : I; there any among you that 
deſire to get up your afteQtion: at this Ta- 
ble ; to have your hearts in # meicng tems» 
per, to awaken and rouz2 up all the powers 
of your ſouls in ſo great an occaſion for it as 


this > Bobold rhe Lamb of God, and this 


will do it, | 

Chriſt calls off your eyes and thoughts 
from all other obje&ts ro himſelf, 1/2. 
65. 11, Tſaid, behold me, behild me. Fix 
the eye of Faith here, and you will feel a 
pang quickly coming upon your hearts 
like that, Can?, 2. 5, Stay mz with Flag- 
gons, comfort me with Apples, I am fick 
with love. Y our eye will affe&t your hearts: 


Whilſt you behold, your hearts will mel 
within you, 


- 
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The Sixth Meditation, 
UPON 


Rom, 8. 32. He that ſpared not his own 
Son, but delivered him ap for us all, how 
ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us 

- all things ? | 


HIS Scripture contains a moſt weigh- 
ty 2rgument to encourage and Con- 
firm the Faith of Chriſtians in the expecta- 
tion of all ſpiritual and temporal mercies. 
It proceeds from the greater to the leſſer 
afhrmatively, He that delivered his Son 
for us, what Can he deny us after ſuch a 
gift? every word hath its weight, 
* Did not God ſpare ( z, e. ) abate any 
*thiog which his juſtice could inflict upon 
his $29, his own Son, oppoſed here to his 
adopred Sons, as being infinitely more ex- 


ceiicat than they, and moſt dear to. him 
2:G7e and beyond 2!! others; bur on the 
"L2trary, delivers bins wp, how dear fo- 
$2 ©: 8 op, ; hs » SH « : , Wm , eV: 
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| ever he was unto him, to Humiliation, 


contradiction of Sinners, to all ſorrows and 
temptations, yea to death, and that of the 
Croſs, and all this for zzs, for us Sinners, 
for us Enemies toGod, for us unlovely 
Wretches ? How ſhall he not with bim al- 
ſo freely give us all things ? How is it ima» 
ginable. that God ſhould with-hold after 
this, ſpirituals or temporals from his pea- 
ple? How ſhall he not call them effeQual- 
ly, juſtile them freely, ſanCtifie them 
throughly, and glorifte them eternally ? 
How ſhall he not cloath them, feed them, - 
protect and deliver them ? : 
Surely if he would not ſpare or abate to 

his own Son one ſtroke, one tear, one 
groan, one figh, one circumſtance of mi- 
ſery ; it can never be imagined thar ever 
he ſhould after this deny or with-hold from 
his people, for whoſe ſakes all this was 
ſuffered, any mercies, any comforts, any 
priviledge, ſpiritual or temporal, which is 
good for them, and needful to them, So | | 
that in the words we find, 1, A Propoſi- -þ 
tion: 2, An Inference from it, | ; 

| The 


> 
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The Propofition opens the ſeverity 
of Gods juſtice to Chriſt ; the Inference 
declares the riches of his mercy to us in 
 Chrift. 

Firſt : We have here before us a Propo. 
fition containing the ſeverity of Divine 
Juſtice towards Chriſt : And this 1s expreſ- 
ſed two ways; wiz, I. Negatively ; he 
ſpared him nor, 2. Affirmatively ; he de- 
lIivered him up for us. DS” x 

Firſt : Negatively ; He ſpared not his 
own Son, There is a three-fold mercy in 
God, viz. Preventing mercy, which ſteps 
between us and trouble : Delivering mercy, 
which takes us out of the hand of trouble : 
And Sparing mercy, which though it do 
not prevent nor deliver, yet it mitigates, 
allays, and graciouſly moderates our trou- 
+ bles; and though ſparing mercy be defira- 
ble and ſweet, yet itis the leaſt and loweſt 
ſort of mercy that God exerciſes towards 
any, Though it be mercy to have the 
time of ſufferings ſhortned, or one. degree 
of ſuffering abated ; yet theſe are the low- 
eſt and lcaſt effects of mercy, and yet theſe 

: were 
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were denied to Jeſus Chriſt, 'when he ſtood 


in our room: to fatisfie for us, God ſpared 
not one drop, he abated not one degree of 
that wrath which Chriſt was to ſuffer for 
us, 

Secondly ; Aﬀirmatively. But on the 
contrary, he delivered him up for us all. 

He delivered him, as a Judge by ſen« 
rence of Law delivers up the Priſoner to be 
Executed, *T1s true , Pilate delivered 
him to þe Crucibed, and he alfo gave him- 
ſelt for us; but berwixt Gods delivering, 
Pilates delivering, and his own, there 1s 
this difference to be obſerved. In God it 
was an ACt of higheſt Juſtice. In Pate 
an Act of greateſt wickednefs, In himſelf, - 
an Act of wonderful obedience. 

God, as by an ACt of higheſt Tultice, 
delivered him upforus, For us, notes the 
Vicegerency of his ſufterings, not only for 
our good as,the final cauſe, nor only for our 
ſins as the meritorious cauſe, bur for us 
(7, e. )in our room, place, or ſtead, Accor ' 
ding to 1 Pex, 3. 18, and 2 Cor. 5, 14. 

Secondly : We haye alſo here before us 

4 
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a moſt ſweet and comfortable inference and 


concluſion from this propoſition, If God ſj. 


have fo delivered him, how ſhall be not 
with him freely give us all things * For Ghriſt 
comprehends all other mercies in himſelf, 
therefore in giving him for us, all other mer- 
cies are neceſſarily with him given'to us. 
And theſe mercies the pooreſt, weakeſt 
| Believer in the world may warrantably ex- 
pect from God. For as God delivered him 
for us all, fo the treaſures of all ſpiritual 
,and temporal mercies are thereby frecly 
opened to us all, te the weak as well as to 
the ſtrong, | | 
| He faith not Chriſt was delivered for all 
, abſolutely, but for us all( z. e, ) all thar 
| Believe, all that,are Elected and Called, in 


whoſe perſon it is manifeſt the Apoſtle here | 


ſpeaks, as Pareus, on the place well obſer. 
ved. Hence theſe two doctrinal concluſions 
- fairly offer themſelves, 
DoCt. 1. That the rigor and ſeverity of 
Divine Fuſtice was executed upon Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, when he ſuffered for us, 
Dot, 2, That believers 1a) rag 
infer 


\ 
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 #nfer the greateſt of mercies to themſelves 


_ from the ſeverity of Gods Fuſtice to Fo- 


ſus Chriſt. 

I would willingly ſpeak to both theſe 
pointy at this time; each affording ſuch © 
proper matter of meditation to us in ſuch a 
ſcafon as this. To begin therefore with 
the firſt obſervation, 

Doet. 1, That the rigor and ſeverity of 
Diwvine fuftice was executed upon Fe- 
ſus Chrift, when he ſuffered for us : 
God did not ſpare bim. 

In Zach. 13. 7. you have Gods com- 

miſſion given to the Sword of Juſtice, to 
ſmite his own Son, and that without pity. 


Awake, O Sword, againſ® my Shepherd, 


and againſt the man that is my fellow, ſmite 


© the Shepherds &c, And when this Com- 


miſſion came to be executed upon Chrift, 
the Text tells us, God did not ſpars him. 
All the Vials of his wrath were poured out 
tothe laſt drop, h 
Two things require our attention in this 
point. 1. Wherein the ſeverity of Juſtige 
to Chriſt appeared. » Why muſt Jn 
| © 
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berexecuted on him in ſuch rigor and {cve. 
rity ? Why there could be no abatement, 
mitigarion, or ſparing mercy ſhewn him 
2 rat Cay, 

Firſt: Wherein the ſeverity of Divine 
Juſtice to Chriſt appeared, And this will 
manifeſt it felf in the con{ideration of the 
following particulars, 

Firſt : Let us conſider what Chrift fufcr- 
ed, and we ſhall ſee the ſeverity of Jult ce 
1 his ſufferings, for he ſuffered all kinds of 
miſeries, and that in the moſt intenſe de- 
grees of them. His ſufferings were from 51 
hands, trom Heaven, Earth, and Helj : 
From his Enemies who Condemned him, 
- Buffered him, Revilgd, Scourged and Cru- 
Cified him. From his own Diſciples and 
followers, one of whom perfidiouily be- 
tray'd kim, another openly deny'd hin, 
and all in the hour of his greatcft rrouvie 
forſook and abandoned him. 

He ſuftered in his body the moſt exqu- 
fite rorments ; the Croſs was a cruel Engin: 
of torment, and more fo to him than «ny 
other, by reaſon, of the excelent Crajis 2n1 
; > | E151 
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t-:2perament of his body; and his moſt 
ac: and delicate ſenſe; for as the School- 
2:44 truly ſay, He was optime complexionar 
rus, of the moſt exact and exquifire Com+ 
plexion ; and his ſenſes remained acute and 
vigorous, no way blunted, during the 
whole time of his ſufferings, bur full of life 
and ſenſe to the laſt gaſp, as may be ga- ' 
ther'd from Mark. 15. 39, When the Cen- 
turion which ſtood over againſt him, ſaw 
that he ſo cried out, and gave up the Ghoſp 3 
he ſaid. Truly this was the Son of God, 

He ſuffered in his ſoul ; yea, the ſuffe- 
rings of his ſoul, were rhe very foul of his 
ſufferings ; he felt in his inner man the ex- 
quifite torments and inexprefſible anguiſh of 
the wrath of God. Hence was-that pre- 
ternatural bloody ſweat in the Garden ; 
and hence that heart-rending out-cry upon 
the Croſs, My God, my God; why haſt thou 
forſaken me? | 

In all which ſufferings from Heaven, 
from Earth, from Hell, from Friends, from 
Enemies, there was no allay or abatement 
of the leaſt degree of miſery, God ſpared 

L > 
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not his own Son ( faith the text ) but delive 
red himup. Wherein the ſeverity of Di- 
vine Juſtice to Jeſus Chriſt is diſplayed in 
theſe five remarkable confiderMions follow- 
ing. 
- Firſt ; God ſpared not : If mercy, pity, |. 
and forbearance might be expected from 
any hand, ſurely it might be expected from 
God, He1s the Fountain of mercy, The 
Lord is wery pitiful, and of tender mercy, 
faith the Avoftl Fam.5. 11. The moſt 
s melting and tender compaſſions of a mother 
- to her Sucking Child, are but cruelty in 
compariſon with divine tenderneſs and mer- 
Cy, Iſa. 49. 15. Can a Woman forget her 
| ſucking Child, that ſhe ſhould not have com- 
- Paſſion upon the Son of her womb ? yea, they 
' mar forget, yet will I not forget thee, 
- Can a Woman, the more affeCtionate Sex, 
forget her ſucking Child, her own Child, 
.and not a nurſing child only ; her own 
Child whilſt it hangs on her breaſt, and 
with the milk from her breaſt, draws love 
from her heart ? Can ſuch a thing as this 
bein Nature ? Poſſibly it may ; ſome mn 
M00 Crue 
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cruel Mothers may be found, but yetT will not for 
get thee, faith God. Though humane corrupt 
Nature may'be fo vitiated, yer from. the Divine 
nature compaſſion and mercy are inſeparable. Ir 


Hows as waters flow from their Fountain z only here 
1 reſtrained it ſclf, and let not out one drop ta 


Jeſus Chrift in the day of his ſufferivgs. God, the 
God of mercy ſpared not. 

Secondly : God ſpared net, ſaith the Text (7. e. ) 
he abated nor any thing which Juſtice could in- | 
flit. Chriſt was not ſparcd one ſtroke, 'one tear, 
one groan, one drop, one figh,. one ſhame, one 
circumſtance, no nor the leaft, which Juſtice | 
could demand as fatisfaRton for mans fin. 

* There be divers kinds of mercy in God ; there 


3s-in him, preventing mercy, delivering mercy, 


and ſparing mercy. Now {paring mercy (as 


'Mr. Cavylon Job well obſerves ) 1s the loweſt mer- 


cy of all the three.'Tis leſs mercy to be ſpared or a» 


"bared ſome degree or circumſtance ofmiſery, than | 
to have miſery prevented by mercies ſtepping in 


berwixc us andit. It's leſs alfo than to be wholly 


delivered: out of the hand of miſery. Either of ſi 
theſe are greater aRs of mercy than ro avare a de- 


gree, or ſhorten an hourof our trouble 3 the leaft - 
abatement of any one circumitance of miſery had 

been ſparing mercy, though ir had been but rhe 
leaſt and loweit a& of mercy; and yet. even this 
was denyed to Chrift, he was not abatedgſſme mi- 
nute of r1me, or the leaſt degree of ſorrow , God 


'ſpared nor. 


Thirdly : He ſpared por his owy Sen + yoy Py 
8 a So 
4 | 
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So tiled Siguanter his own or his proper Son, .m 4a 
{ ſpecial and peculiar manner nearer and dearer to 
| ' him than the Angels, whoare his Sons by Creation, 
| _ I. 6. or any of the Saints who are his Sons 
grace, in the way of Regeneration and Adoption, 
Fob. 1.12, 13. This was his own Son' by Nature, 
a Son of an higher rank and order, Pſal. 2.7. be- 
gotren in an incffable manner from all Erernity in 
his own divine c{lerce; and fo is his Son by Nature, 
having the ſame Effence and Nature with the Fa- 
ther, heing co-<qual, co-efſential and co-eternal 
with the Father. | 
No relation 1n nature 1s ſo intimate, ſtrict and 
dear as this ; cur Children are nor ſo much or 
- own Chiſdren, our boates are not lo much our. own 
bodies, as Chriſt was Gods own Son; and yer 
though he were fo dear ro him, bis other Self, ts 
._ expreſs Image, his own dear Son, he ſpared him 
not. God ſpared not his own Son. 

Fourthly : And thar which makes a farther dil- 
covery of Divine ſeverity towards Jeſus Chriſt, is 
this ; that Ged ſpared not his own Sonin the day 
of his preateit diſtreſs, when he cryed to his Fa- 
ther in an Agony, that if it were pcflible the cup 
might paſs from him : For of thar day this Scrip- 
ture is mainly to be utderſtood, the day when he 
fell ro the ground and pray'd, That if it were pofſisle, 
the hour might 1s. When he ſaid, Abba, Father, a! 
things are p//cole 10 thee, take away this Cup ſom n:, 
Mark. 14.35, 36. He beheld his own Gear S:n 
ſwelcering under the heaviett preflure of his wrarh, 
ſiveating grear drops of Blood ; crying, If it b> | 
Wy v/ poluitle, 
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p:Mible, ler this hour, this cup paſs, and yer it 
cout not be granted; O the ſeverity of God! He 
heard the cry of Ahab, and ſpared him; he heard 
the Ninevites cry, and ſpared them : He heard the 
c7125 of Hager and Thmatl, and ſpared them: Yea, 
h2 ncars the young Ravens, when they cry, and 
feeds them: But when his own Son cryed with the 
moſt vehement ery, that the Cup might paſs, he 
cannot be excuſed, he muſt drink 1t up, even the 
very dregs of rhe Cup of trembling, and that ro 
the Jaſt drop. O the Juſtice and Severity of 
God | 

Fifty and laſtly ; Confider what the Father of 
merewes did inftead of ſparing the Son of his loye, 
and the Texr will inform you, that ve delivered hin 
& for #s all. So'risnored in Ad. 2. 23, Him bung ar- 
trirgd by the determinate Counſel and fore-krrowledes of 
Ger, yeh taken, ana with wicked hangs have Cructs 
fra and Slain, 

There was a Conceſſion or Permiſſion to tlioſe 


wicked Inſicuments that ſhed his blood, a looſing 


ef the chain'ro thoſe Ban-dogs, thar compalled him 
about. Such a Conceſſion as was never given them 
before, for ſtill they were cyed up from perptira- 
ting theis wickedneſs, bur now the reſtraines of 
providence are caken away, and he is dchiyered un« 
ro thetr will, his own Father delivers him into rhe 
hands of cruelty, And thus you ſee wherem the | 
ſc<erity of Divine Tuſtice ro Chriſt was manifeſt.” .- 1 
[n the 1z{t place,ter us ſee the ground and reaſon 
of this rigor and feveriry tro Chrift, now rhere are 
a nv others, three. ſpectal reaſons why" Chrifk Þ 
o 


v 


116 Sacramental MPeditat ions. 


The honour of divine juſtice required that he 
ſhould ſuffer the utmoſt degree of puniſhment. It 
was meet that the rights-of Heaven ſhould be vin- 
dicated to the full, and that the juftice of God 


| fation, And this was the ſpecial defign and aim 
of God in the ſufferings of Chriſt, as the Apoſile 
| ſpeaks, Rim. 3. 25, 26. It was toneclare bis Righte« 
| ouſneſs; and left we ſhould loſe the Emphatical 
| word, it 1s doubled and repeated, to declare, T ſay, 
© at this time his Righttouſneſs. And indeed herein 
{ God fully obrained his deſign : for never was juſtice 
{ fo honoured before, rohave ſuch a perſon as the Son 
| of God ſtand at its Bar, and ſuch a ſum as his blood 
| paid down at once for our diſcharge. So that Ju- 
ſice triumphs as well as mercy, and one Attribute: 
25 not rob'd to pay another. 
AS it was necefſiry to God's fatisfa&tion, fo it was 
neceſſary to ours alſo, If che Lord Jeſus had nor 
made full payment to the vtmoſt mite, we could 
| never have had full fatjsfaRion in our Conſciences, 
about thar deep 2nd dear concernment of our ſouls, 
| the remiflion of fin. Man is a guilty and a ſuſpici- 
| ous Creature, and hard to be brought to anintire 
confidence inthe pardoning mercy of God. Yea, 
It 15 Impoſſible to perſwade a convinced Conſcience 
of the poſſibility of remiſſion, except you can alſo 
prove the fulneſs of divine fatisfation. For Cor- 
ſcience requires asmuch to fanzhe tt, as God dori 
to ſatisfie him. If God be ſatisfied, then Conſci- 
ence can be ſatisfied roo, and ſecurely reft upon 
at ground ; byrif there be any doubt of _ 
$8 HORA , . ere 


ſhould have the laft Mite it could demand for ſatis. - 
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there is no appeafing of an anxions and jealous 
Conſcience. Greatly therefore hath God conſulted 
our peace in the ſeverity of his Juſtice to Jeſus 
Chriſt. Now the God of peace, who brought again from 


the ated our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the Sheey i 


through the blogd of the everlaſting Coumant, Heb, 
13. 20. Letthe words be weighed : He 1s ſtiled the 
God of peace when he brought back Chriſt from the 
dead. It was incenſed juftice that put him to 
death, and appeaſed juſtice that brought him back 
from the dead ; and that which paciftes God, 1s, 
the only thing in the world that isable to fatishe 

MEConſcience of a Sinner. * 0 
' +4 3» Therefore did God proceed with ſuch rigor 
and ſeverity with Jeſus Chriſt, that thereby the 
demerit and evil of fin might he fully diſcovercd tn 
the world, and an everlaſting caution left upon all 
hearts to beware of contra&ing new guilt, If Ju- 
ſtice had deſcended in awiſible form, and hang'd up 
millions of Singers in Chains, 
ſuch a warning as this againſt ſin. Nay, let me 
| ſay thegrievous and eternal torments that. the Dam- 
ned ſuffer in Hell, is not ſuch a demonſtration of 
the evil of fin as this is; for thoſe toriments are 
much. unknown ro men till they feel them, and 
when they begin to feel them, iris too late to he 
convinced or cautioned againft fin then. Bur to 
fee ſuch a Perſonas Chriſt expoſed to the utmoſt 
ſeverity of God's wrath for our fin, to ſee ſuch 
things done in the green Tree, may well make us 
cry out, Lord, what will be gone tothe dry Tre: 2? O, 
the 1nfinice evil of fin! O the inflexible _— 
| | IvVine 
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Divine juſtice ! iris a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands ofthe living Gcd. : 

In a word, hereby Jeſus Chriſt 1s endearec ' * 
more to his peop/e, by ſuffering ſuch great and ! 2rd 
things in their place, and for their ſakes. The ex- 
tremity of his ſufferings for us, commc nels the 
ſtrength of his afteCtion to us. 

And thus you ſee the reaſons of all this ſeverity 
to Jeſus Chriſt. God intended the ſweeteſt mer- 
cies for you, and therctore prepared the bitrereft 
ſufferings for Chrift ; from his deep ſufferings you 

may confidently conclude the beft of mercics are 

} _ defigned for you.as you will hear in the Profecurirg 

of the ſecond Doff. which for diſpatch T Purpoſe 
to handle as one Uſe of this point now before me. 

O the admirable and aftomthing love of God to 
-us poor worms of the Earth. to deliver up his own 
Son into the hands of his Enemies, that thirſted for 
his blood ! long had they been reſtrained from f1- 
tisfying their wickedneſs, and executing their ma- 
lice rill now, and this was the hour which he often 
Tſpake of; My Four is not yet come, Burt O, whata 
diſmal hour was it, when it did come ! when pro- 
vidence let looſe both Deviis and men upon Chriſt / 
deliver'd him over to the will of his Enemies. An 
this was not all, Chriſt was not only delivered up 
into the: hands of the worſt of men, but which was 
much more terrible, into the ſevere hands of Di- 
vine Juſtice, to grapple with rhe Pure, vnmixed, 


and unallayed wrath of the great and ternble God, | 


Laſtly : We will :mprove this point in a double 
Uſe, by way of Information, and Exhortation. 


\s 
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Uſe 1. Of Information. The Severity of Gcd's 
Jaſiice ro Jeſus Chri!t, informs vs what a dreadful 
evil fin 15, winch ſo incentes the Wrath of God,even 
againft his own Son, when he bare our fins, and 
ftood before the Bar of God as our Surery. 


Come hither, hard heart, (hard indeed, if this' 


cannor break them) you complain you cannor ſee 
the evil of fin, ſo as ro be deeyly humbled for it; 
fix your eyes a while here, ani mtently confider 
the poict in hand : Suppoſc you faw a render and 
pitifal Father come into opea Uourr with fary in 
his face,to charge his own,1is only,and his mo't bes 
loved Son; and profecute hun to death, and no- 
thing able to ſarisfie him, bur his blood; and be 
well pleaſed when he ſees it ſh:d > Would you not 
ſay, O, what horrid evil hath fe done! it muſt be 
ſome deep wrong, ſome h<1tovs crime thar he 1s 
guilty of, elſe ir could never be that his own Farker 
could forger his bowels of pity and mercy; yer thus 
did the Wrath of God break for:h againſt his dear 
S>n, when he ſtood before thu Bar charged as 
our Surety with the guilt of our {1:15, 

S:condly : Learn hence, what a tearfu! thing it is 
to fall into the hands of the [tving God, Well miphe 


| ng cry out, Nola Deun abfolutuin, Let me have a0» 


hin? ro do with an abſolure God. Wee to them 
thi ffand5etore God in their ovn perſons, withour 
Chrit; how will Juftice handle them! For if theſe 
things were done in the green Titt, what (hall hs done in 
the dry Tree ? Lube 23-31i- Did the Son of Godd fear, 
tremble,ſnear clods of Blooit? Did he ſtand amaz'd, 
and fall inroſuch aa Agony of foul whea he _ 
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that Cup, which he knew.in a few hours he ſhould 
drink up, and then never taſte the bitterneſs of ir 
more: How fad is their caſe, that muſt drink of 
that Cup for ever, a Cup that hath Ecrernity to the 
botcom ! 

Thirdly : How incomprehenſible and raviſhing 
1s the love of God to men, that would rather be (g 
ſerereto Jeſus Chriſt, the darling of his foul, chin 
make us the objeRs of his Wrath for ever! Which 
of you (though there be infinitely leſs tenderneſs in 
your hearts than inGods) would lay your hands up. 
a Child, the worſt Child you have, and pur him to 
death, for the ſake of the beſt Friend you have in 
the world ! Bur God, with his own hand,delivered 
his Son, his only Son, that from everlaſting was the 
delight of his ſoul, who never offended hirs, to 
death, the moſt curſed and cruel death, and all this 
for Enemies; how unſpeakable is this love, and pati 
finding out ! 

Fourthly : Did not God ſpare his own Son ?chen 
let none of us ſpare our own fins. Sin was thar 
Sword which pierced Chriſt: O let ſorrow for fin 
pterce your hearts! if you ſpare fin, God will nor 
ſpare you, Deut, 29. 20. We ſpare fin, when we 
faintly oppoſe it, when we excuſe, cover, and de- 
fend 11; when we are impatient under juſt rebukes 
and reproofs for it; bur all kindneſs ro fin, 1s cruel- 
* ty toourown ſouls, | 

Fifthly and laſtly : If God did not ſpare Chriff, 
certainly he intends to ſpare Believers tor his fake. 
] The Sarety could not be ſpar'd, that the Principal 
{ . mightbeſpar'd for eyer, If God had ſpared "_ 

; | ;e 
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he could not have ſpared us ; if he afflis his People, 
iris not for ſarisfaQtion to himſelf, bur profir to us, 
Heb. 12410, Should God ſpare the Rod of Affliction, 
it would not be for our advantage. So many ſan&i- 
fied AfiiQions as are ſpar'd or abated, ſo many 
mercies and ſpiritual advantages are with-held 
from us. Bur as for thoſe ſtrokes of Juſtice thar are 
the effefs of God's Vindiaive Wrath, they fhall 
never be felt by Believers for ever. All the Wrath, 
all the Curſe, all the Gall and Wormwood was 
ſqueez'd into Chriſt's Cup, and not one dropt left 
to imbirter ours. 

Uſe 2. Of Exbortation. Did not God ſpare his 
own Son, but give him up to death for us all? 
Then pofleſs your hearts fully in the aſſurance of 
this great truth, That the greateſt and beſt of mtrcies 
ſhall not be atnied 07 with-held from you, if you be in 
Chrift, Lay it down as a ſure concluſion of Faxth, 
and build up your hope and comfort upon it. This 
rakes in the ſecond Obſervarion, and ſurely never 
was any truth better fortified,never any Inference 
more ſtrongly inferr'd. Henceforth ye may infer 
Temporal, Spiritual, and Erernal merctes ; all muſt 
be yours, if you be Chrifts, 1 Cor. 3. 21,22,23- Oh 
make ſure thar Chriſt 1s yours, and neyer heſitate 
at any other mercy: For, 

Firſt : God hath certainly a value and efteem 
for his own Son infinitely above all other things : 
He is his own Sor, his dear Son, Col. 1. 13. The Bt- 


. loved, Eph. 1. 6. The delight of his ſoul, Iſa. 42. 1. No« 


thing is valued by God ar that rate that Chriſt is 
valued. If theretore he ſpare not zhe moſt _ 
-Y = ent 
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l-nt mercy, bur parts with the very darling of his 
oul tor us, how ihall hedeny or wich-hold any let: 


ſer interior mercy, It 15 not to be 1magined he is tiz 
mercy emphatically (> called, Zybe 1.92. 

Secondly : Jeſus Chriſt 15 a Comprehenſeve mercy, in- 
cluding all ocher mercics in himſelf; he is the Tree 
of Life, ali other merciecs are bur the Froits 
growing onlum ; he 1s the $4 of Rightzorſneſs, and 
whatever comtort, ſpiritual! or natural, re.rcſhes 
your ſouls or bodies, 1s buca Peam from that Sn", 
Stream trom t'rart Fountain. It then Goa part with 
Chriſt co you, and for you, he will noc wirli-hold 
other meccies 3 h2 will not give the whole Tree; 
and deny an Apple; beſtow the Fountain it ſeif, and 
deny you the Streams, All ſpiritual mercies arc in 
hin, and given with him, Epheſ. I. 3. Bleſſed be the 
God and Father of or Lord Feſis Chriſt, wine hath bl:(- 
ſed us with all ſpiritual bl-Tangs, in heavenly plares in 
Chriſt Teſs. Ail Temporals are in him, and given witi 
him, Matth. 6. 33.they are additionals to that great 
mercy. 

Thirdly : If God ſpared not Chriſt, tre ve 
mercy, but delivered himup for us all wie we 
were his Exits, then certainly he will not deny 
lefler mercies when weare reconcil:d and made 
Friends to him. Ad this is the forcible reaſor of 
the Apoſtie, which even compels afſenr, Ro 5- 9. 
Much more being now {itifted by bis Blood, we (6.44 be 

ſaved from wrath throzzhhim. In a word. 

Fourchly and laftly : If ir were tne very defign 
and intenrton of God in not ſparing his own Son, 
to open thizreby a door for all merctes to Ye let i5 

. upon 
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ppon us, then *ti: not imaginable he ſhould wirh- 
hold them. He will nor loſe” his deſign, nor Jay 
ſo many ſtripes upen Chriſt 1n vain: Some ſhall 
ſurely have the benefit of it, and none ſo capable as 
Believers. 

When God ſpared nor his own Son, this was the 
deſign of 1t, and could you know the thovghts 
of his heart, they would appear to be ſuch as 
theie, 

I will now manifeſt the ferceneſs of my Wrath to 
Clirift, and the ſu/neſs of r3y Love to Beltevers. The 
pain ſhall be his, that che eaſe and re}? may be theirs; 
the ſtripes his, and the healing balm 1fluing from them 
theirs, The Condermation 15, and the 7uſtification 
theirs. The Reproach and Shame his, and the Ho- 
107 and Glory theirs. The Curſe his, and the Bleſ- 
ſing theirs. The Death his, and the Life theirs, The 
Vinezar ard Gallhis, the ſweet of it theirs. He 
ſhall groan, and they fhall triumph; He ſhall mourn, 
thar they may rejoice: His heart ſhall be heavy tor 
a time, thar rheirs may be light and glad for ever, 
He ſhall be forſaken, that they may never be forſak- 
en:Ourt of the worſt of miſcries to him,ſhall ſpring 
the ſweereſt of mercies to them. O Grace, Grace, 
beyond the conception of the Iargeft mind, the 
expreilion of the rongues of Angels ! 
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The Seventh Meditation. 


UPON 


Hark 9. 24. And fraight way the Father 
of the Child cried, and ſaid with tears, 
* Lord, T believe, help myunhbclief. 


HE occafion of theſe words is to be gather'd 

from the Context; and briefly it was this; 

A tender Father brings a poſſefled Child ro Chriſt 

to be cured with a $7 potes, a doubring queſtion, If 

. thou canſt do any thing, have compaſſion upon us, and hel 

45, Words importing wuch natura} affeftion and 

render love to his Child. Have co:naffion { upon 

us Þ and | helpus. } If the Child ve fick, the 

Parent is not well. What rouches the Child 1s 
felr by his Father. 

And as they import his natural affeion to his 
Child, fo alſo, his own ſpiritual diſeaſe, or the 
weakneſs of his Faith. His Child was pofſeſt with 
adumb Devil; and himſelf with unbelieving doubts, 
and ſuſpicions of Chriſts ability ro cure his Child : 
The Child had a fick body, and the Father an infirm 
foul. © Satan afflited one by a poſſeſſion, and the o- 
ther by temptation, ver. 22. 

Chrift returns his doubring language upon him- 
ſelf,” v. 23. If thou canſt belitue, all things art poſſible to 
_ him that btlievath. q. d. Doſt thou doubr of , as 

# 18 ] 5 1 ny 


: 
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bility to heal thy Child ? Queſtion rather thy own 
ability to believe for his cure : If he be not heal'd, 
the cauſe will not be in my inatility, but in thine 
own infidelity : Which he ſpeaks not to infinuate 
that Fairh was in his own power, but to convince 
him of his weakneſs, and. drive him to God for aſ- 
fiftance, which efte&1t obtain'd ; for immediate- 


ly, be cry'd out and ſaid with tears, Lord, T believe, help FW 


thoa mine unbelief. 

O how good is it for men to be broughr into the 
fireights of affli&ion ſometimes ? Had not this man 
fallen- into this diftreſs, ir's nor like that he had (at 
leaſt not ſo ſoon ) arrived either to the ſenſe of his 
grace or the weakneſs of it. 

In the words we may note theſe three parts. 

Firſt : Aprofcſſion of his Faith, Lord, Thelieve. 

Secondly: A. ſenſe of the weakneſs of his Faith, 
Help thou my unutliefe 

Thirdly : The affetion with which both were 
uttered, He cried out, and ſaid withttars. Tf theſe 
tears proceeded from the ſenſe and fecling of divine 
power inabling him ro believe, as ſome think, 
then they were tears of joy, and would inform us 
of this great truth. 

DoR. 1. That the leaſt and lrwweſt meaſure of true 

Faith 7s matter of joy unſpeakable to the poſſ-ſſor of 


Its | 
If they proceeded frcm the ſenſe of the weak- 
neſs of his faith, then they give us this note, 
Do. 2. Tyuat the remainaders of unbelief in the people 
, of God, do coſt them many tears, they ate the bur- 
dens and ſorrows of gracious ſouls, 
4s M 3 s Do&t. I, 


4 Pi 
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Dot. tr. That the leaſt and lywet meaſure of Faith, 

is matter of joy unſpeabeble tothe poſ]eſjor of it, 

The Apoſtle 1: the 2 Pet. r. x, calls It preciers 
Fa:th, 2nd it well deſerves that Epithet; for the Þ f 
leaff ard Tloweft degree of faving Faith is of java- f 
lu2'le exccliency, as Will appear in theſe particu- |} 

t 
{ 
| 
| 


.. lars. 
 EtGirf : The Icaft degree offaving faith truly u- 
Mites the ſoul ro Jeſus Chrift, ard makes 1t as really 
a branch or member of him, as 37ots, Abrabam, or 
Paul were. 

All favirg Faith receives Chriſt, 7oh. I. 12, In- 
deed rhe firomg Believer receives him with 4 
fironger ard feccier rand thanthe weak one doth, 
who itagpers, doubrs, and tremblcs, bur yer receives 
tim, and confequently is as much imtereficd 1n the 
bleſſed priviledges flowing from Union, as the 
great] Believer in tie worid, Sach 1s Chritts 
complacency 17 our perions ani Antics, his fympa- 
_ thy vith vs 13 our troubles and affiiftions, and our 

xncereft in his perſon ard purchaſe, And 35 nr this 
matter of exceeding joy ? Is 3f not enough to melt, 
yea, overwhelm the heart of a poor Szimer to aii- 
cover and feel that in his own hcart, which entt- 
tles h1m ro ſuch mercies. 

Secandly : From the leaſt degree of ſaving faith 
we may fer as Plenary a reniffion of fn, as from 
the firongeſt, Tone weakeſt Believer 15 as com- 
pleatly Fardoned as the frongeſt, AG. 10. 43. Ey 
him at that beliete ave; i(tafiia from all things. All 
thar keheve without difi-rence of {izes, firengrh, 
pt degrees, the jeatt as well as the greateit, the Be- 


lever 


*s' 


Eros 
the 
] TREE 


LC. * 
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faith 15, the clearer rhe evicence uſually 1s, bur in- 
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ever of a day oid, as well as the Fathers and Wor- 
tes of greate't name and longeſt ſtanding. 
Loe then the leaſt meaſure of faith inritles thee as 
really to the greateſt blefling, as the higheſt aQs of 
faith can do. *T15 true, the ſtronger the aQing of 


tereſt in che priviiedg 15 the ſame mn both! If 
then thou canſt diſcern but the weakeſt ac, and 
ſmalleſt meaſure of faith in thy ſoul, haſt thou nor 
reatort with him in the 7?xt, tro cry out and fay 
with rears, Lord I believe 2 Canit thou receive and 
read this pardon, the pardon of ſuch and fo many 
fins, and not wet It witch thy tears : O it's marter 
6 joy unſpeakable, 

Thirdiy : The leaft degree of ſaving faith infers 
thy Election of God 3 and if that be ror matter of 
melting and transporting contideration, nothing is. 
©, it's matter of more joy, that our names are writ» 
ren it the Book of Life, than that the Devils are 
ſabje&ro us, Lyb. 10. 20, From hence 1t may be in- 
ferred that we are choſen of God, Act. 13. 48, As 
many as were crdained to ternal life, believed. + 

Fourrhly : The leaſt meaſure of faving faith is 
a mercy graater than moſt men ever partake 


Of. to 
'Tistrue, Cod is rich and bountiful in the gifts of #8 


Providence toothers, they have the gcod things of j#4 


this life, many of them mere than their hearts can 
wiſh, Pfal. 73. 7. Feenricheth many of them allo j#' 
with endowments of tlie nnd, natural ard moral 
knowledge and wiſdom, yea, and adcrns them jF; 
with Homilitical $1tyes, that render them very de- {4 

| M4 » firable ja] 


- 
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firable and lovely in cheir conyerſes with men ; but 

there are but few, to wizom he gives ſaving faith, 

Iſa. 53+ 1. Believers are bur a ſmall remnant among 

men. 
Fifthly and laſtly : He that hath any, the leaſt 
degree of faving Faith, hath rhat which ſhall never 
be taken away from him; all other excellencies 
' goaway art death, 7ob.q. 21. Bur this 1s a ſpring 

that never fails, it ſprings up into everlaſting life, 
Fohn 4. 14. A man may out-live his Friends and 
Familiars, his Eftate and Health, his Gifts and Na- 
tural parts, but not his Faith ; how great matter of 
joy and comforr is wrapt up in the leaſt degree of 
Faith ! 

Uſe 1. Of Tryal. It concerns us then to examine 
our ſelves, whether our Faith be true, be it more or 
lefs, ſtronger or weaker, and till we diſcern its 
truth, it will yield us but little comfort. 

TI confeſs, weak Believers are under great diſad- 
vantages to comfdrr, ſmall and weak things being 
uſually very inevident and undifcernable ; but yer 
in this example before us, we find weak Faith was 
made evident, though much unbelief- was mixed 
with it, Lord, T believe, help thou my unbelief. In which 
words, many very uſeful ſigns of true, though 
weak Faith, did appear,and they are very relieving 
to weak Believers ro conſider them. O that we 
might find rhe like 1n us / | 

Firſt: Bis Faith gave him a tender melting 
heart. He cryd out, and ſaid with tzars, Doth your 
Faith melt your hearts, cither in the ſenſe of your 
g own vileneſs, or of the riches of free grace to ſuch 
yile creatures? * Second]y: 
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Secondly : His Faith gave him a deep ſenfe of 
his remaining unbelicf, and burdened his heart 
with it, Hp my wnbelief: And ſure fo will. yours, 1f 
it be butas a grain of Muſtard-ſeed in you. 

Thirdly : His weak Faith carried him to Chrift 
in fervent prayers and cries for his help to ſubdue 
unbelicf in him, and fo will yours if your Faith be 
right. Oh how ofren do the People of God go ro 
the Throne of Grace upon that Errand ! Help, 
Lord, my heart is dead, vain, and very unbelieving; 
there's no dealing with it in my own ſtrengthe: 
Father, help me. | 

Fourthly : His Faith made him hunger and thirft 
after greater meaſures of it, Help my unbelief, (t. & 
Lord cure it, that I may believe with more ſtrong 
and fteddy as of Faith; that I may nor queſtion 
thy power any more, or ſay, If thou canſt do any 
thing. Why thus it wilt be with you, -if you be true 
Believers, Lake 17. $. Lord (faid the Diſciples) in- 
creaſe our Faith, 

Fifthly : There was a confli& in his ſoul betwixt 
Faith and Infidelity, Grace and Corruption, and 
this very ſenfible to him, Faith inclining him one 
way, and Unbelief carrying him another ; and 
hence he ſpeaks hike a man preatly diſtreſſed bee 


. twixt the workings of contrary principles in his 


own ſoul, and fo you will alſo find 1t in your ſelves, 
Gal. 5. 17. The flih luſteth againſt the ſ1irit, and the 
ſpirit again(t the fleſh, ſo that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would, | 'Þ 
Uſe 2, Of Conſolation. Well then, blefs the Lord |; 
for the leaſt degree of ſaving Fafth, and be nor ſo | 
diſcouraged 
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diſcquraged 3t its imperftc&ions as to over-look and 
ſhphr the ſmali-4+ working of Faith in your foals, 
Thiis pnor man was deeply fenfible of his unbelief, 
and ycr at rhe fame inſtant truly thankful for a 
{mail meafure of Faith. and ſo ſhculd you. For, 
Firft : The leaft meaſure of ſaving Faith is more 
than ll crearures power could produce : 'Tis the 
Faith of the operation o{39d.C2l.2.1 2.'Tis the work 
of God that ve bÞclieve. Joh» 6. 259. Yea, tis the cx- 
ceeding grearnels of his power to ut-ward, who be. 
lieve according to the working ct his mighty 
power, £7. 1, 19.20. No Minters of Chriſt, how 
excc!lent ſcever their gitts are. no cuties or ordi- 
nances ; no layour or dilipence of vour own, withs 
out this nugiity power of God, can ever bring you 
to Faith. 
5ccond3y; Tis juſt matter of wonder and afto- 
miſſ:7,-nt, chat ever once ſpa;k of Faith was kindled 
In (7 21 heart as thine is; an heart which had no 
predi{poinon or inclination in the leaft to believe; 
yea, tt was rc; ro{z tabula, like clean Paver, void of 
any vipredion of Faith, bur fiil'd with contrary 
1:2>r 315535 tot ; fo thats marvelons that ever 


fe was wonderful thar fire ſhould fall from 
| Heaven, and burn upon the #{/ar, when Elifah bad 
Jaid the woo in order upon 1t, Eut much more 
wien he poured fo much water up>n it, as not only 
we: 41; the wood, bur ajll'd rhe Trenches, 1 Kings 
13 - 33. Juit ſo was the cafe of thy fou!, Reader, 
when God came to kindle Faith there, Thy heart 

was 


FE ERS wo my FF ff __ 
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was dark and ignorant, neither acquainted with 

God or thy own condition ; yea, thy heart was a 
proud heart, full of ſel>righteouſnets, ard felf-con- 
ceiredneſs, Rom. 3. 17. Rom. Io. 3.4 hearcthar would 
rather venture Ecernal Damnarron, tun ceny Self, 
ind fubmic ro Chriſt ; and yer the [tpi of ra= Lord 
muſt ſhine inco tits darkne, and te price and 
thffnets of thy heart mutt De broken aid brought et 


yield, or chere 15 no beiteving, 

Beſide : How many and mighty Enemics did op« 
pole che work of Faich 1n thy foul? Among which 
Szcan, and thv own carnal reafonings were the prins 
cipa), 2 Cor. 10,4. By them what itrorg holds and 
fortifications were raiſed to ſecure rhee from rhe 
ſirokes of conviion, that make way forraitn Let hut 
te ſtace of rhine own heart, as it was by aacure, be 
confidereds and thou w;lt fav, It was the wonders 
ful work of God thar ever tou waſt brought in 
any degree to believe, 

Thirdly : Thovgh thy Faith be weak, ver it is 
growing, if ithe ſaving Faith, The largeſt Tree wag 
once buc 2 Kernel or acorn: The moſt famous Bea 
lever ar firft fur a weak and doubring one, Fe not 
diſcouraged therefore, God will fulfil ail the good 
pleaſure of his good7#ſs in you, and the work of 
Faith with power, It were certainly much better 
for you to be blefling God for a Iitile Fatt, prays 
ing for the increaſe of Faith, and ailigentiy aicads 
ico thoſe means by which it may be in,proved and 
made flouriſhing mn your fouls, th2n by a fintu], uas 
prareful and prejudicidl deſpondency, at once to 
d:{honour God, ad thus wrong your ielvcs, —_ 

Q: 
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Do&, 2. That the remalys of anbelief in gratings 

hearts, do coſt thim many tears and ſorrows, 

There are many things that affli& and grieve the 

People of God from withour, but all cheir outward 
troubles are nothing to theſcg. troubles that come 
from within. 

Thereare many inward troubles that make them 
groan, butnone more than this, the unbelief they 
find in their own hearts. This fin juſtly coſts them 
more trouble than other fins ; becauſe itis the roo: 
from which other ſins do ſpring ; a froot of bitter. 
neſs bearing wormwood and gall to the imbittering 
of their ſouls. For, 

Firſt: The remains of unhelief in the Saints 
greatly diſhoncur God; and what is a great diſho. 
nour to God, cannor but be a great grief and bur- 
den to them. For look as faith gives God ſpecial 
honour above all other graces, fo unbelief in a ſpe- 
cial inanner, both wrongs and grieves him above 
all other fins. Unbeliet in dominion makes God a 
liar, 1 Fob. 5. 10» and cven the reliques thereof in 
Believers, doth ſhake their aſſent to his truths and 
promiſes, and nourithes a vile ſuſpicion of them in 
tie heart; and how do thoſe baſe jealouſies refle& 
upon his honour? Certainly it cannot but be a grief to 
a gracious heart to ſee God diſhonoured by others, 
Pſal. 119.36. and a much greater to diſhonour him 
our (elves, hinc i/le laciryme. Upon this ground we 
may +I cry out and iay with tears, Lord, belp our 
wnbelit. | 

Secondly: The remains of unbelief in the 
Saints, doth noi oply diſhonour God, bur _—_ 

| an 
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and ſpoils their beſt duties, in which they at any 
time approach unto God. Isrhe face of God clou- 
ded from us in Prayer, hearing, or receivingi? 
Examine the cauſe and reaſon, and you will find 
that cloud ras'd from your own unbelieving hearts. 
Are your afte&ions cold, flar, and dead in duty? 
dig but ro the root, and you will find this fin to li 
there, If the word do not work upon you as you 
deſire and pray ic might, 'tis becauſe 1t 1s nor min» 
gled with fairh, 77h. 4- 2. No Duties, no Ordi- 
nances, no Promiſes can give down their ſweet in- 
fluences upon your ſouls, becauſe of thisfin. Now 
Communion with the Lord in duries, 1s the life of 
our life: Theſe things are dearer to the Saints than 
their eyes. Juftly therefore do they bewail and 
mourn cyer that fin, which obſtruQs and intercepts 
their ſweereſt enjoyments in this world, 

Thirdly : The remains of unbchef give adyan- 
tage and ſucceſs to Sarans tempriations upon us. 
Dorh he ar any time affrighe and ſcare us from our 
duty, or draw and intice us to the commiſſion of 
{m, or darken and cloud our condition, and fill us 
with inward fears and Horror, - withour cauſe ? all 
this he doth by the mediation of our own unbeltef, 
The Apoſtle: in Eph. 6. 16, calls Faith the ſouls 
Shield agaifiſt-rempracion : And 1 ob, 5. 4. *cis 
call'd the vifthry by which we overcome, (7. e.) 
the Sword or Weapon by which we Arctieve ous 
Vitories : And if ſo, rthicn unbehef diiarms us both 
of Sword and Shield, and leaves us naked of de- 


ation that befalls us, 


Fourth 


| fence in the day of Barre), a prey to rhe next temps»! 
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Fourthly: The remains of unbelief hinder the 
thriving of all graces; it's a worm at their root ; 
a plant of ſacha malignanc quality, that nothing 
which: 15 ſpiritual can thrive under the droppings 
and ſhadow of ir. It's faid Hh. 4. 2. «that the 
Goſpel was Preached to the Iſravlites, but it did not 
profic them, nor being mixed with faith in them 
that heard it. No Ordinances ror Duties, be they 
never ſo excellenr, will make that foul ro thrive, 
where unbeliet prevails: You Pray, you Hear, 
you Faſt, you\ Meditate, and yet you do not thrive, 
your ſpiritual food doth no good : You come from 
Ordinances as dead, careleſs, and vain as you went 
tothem; and why 1s it thus, but becauſe of remain» 
lng unbchief ? y 

Uſe te Let all the People of God bewail and tcn- 
 derly-mourn oyerthe remainders of infidelity 1n 
their own hearts, There, there 15 the rooc 6 tlie 
diſeaſe; and ſurely, Reader, thy heart is nor free 
of ſach ſymptoms of ir, as appear in other mens 
hearrs, Fordo but confider, 

Symp. 1- What 15 our Impatiency to wait for 
mercy, and deſpondency of ſpirit, 1f deliverance 
come nor quickly 1n the ourward or inward 
ftreights of foul or bedy, bur a plain ſymptom of 
unbeitet in our heares ? He that believes. mall not make 
befie, 1a. 28. 16. He that can beligye; can alio 
wait Gods time, Pfal. 27. 14- 

$57. 2. And what doth our readine{ to ule 
finfal mediums ro prevenc, or extricate our felves 
\. 6:4rof rrouble, but.a grear deal of Infidelity lurking 
fl ia ourhearts? Might but Faith be heard to 

ſpcass 
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ſpeak, it would fay in thy hearr, let me rather die 
ren deaths than commir one fin. It's ſweeter and 
ea(jer to die in my incegrity, than to live with a de» 
filed or wounded Conſcience, *T1s nothing bur our 
unbelicf that makes us ſo ready co put forth our 
kands to iniquity, when the rod of the Wicked reſts 
long upon us, or ery eniinent danger threatens xs, 
Pjal 125. 3» | 
Syrpt. 3. Doth neat the unbelief of your kearts 
ſhewar {=}f in your deeper rhoughrfulneſs arid £1 cat 


anxieties ahout earihly things, Matth. 6. 30, We 


pretend we nave ruſted God with our fouls ro 51] 
Eternity, and yer cannot truft him for our daily 
bread. We bring theevils of to morraw vpon to 
day ; and all b2cau(e we cannot believe more, 

O Rezder! How much betrer were it ro hear 
fuch queſtions as theſe from thee ; how ſhail 1 ger 
an heart ſutrable co the mercies I do enjoy ? Haw 
ſhall I ducly improve them for God 2 Whar ſhall 
I render to the Lord for all his goodneſs? This 
would better become chee, than to attti& thy ſelf 
with, What ſhall T ear, what ſhall I drink,or where- 
withal ſhall T be cloathed ? 

Sympt. 4- Whar dotit the (laviſh fear of death 
ſpeak, but remains of unbelief ſtill in our hearts? 
Are there not many faintings, tremblings, dcf-- 
pondencies of mind under the thoughts of death ? 
O! if faith were high, thy ſpirit could nor be fo 
low, 2 Cor.s. 1, 2, 3- The more bondage of fear, 
the more infidelity. 

Symp. s. To conclude, Wharis the voice of all 
thoſe diftrations of thy heart in relioi5us duties, 

—_ bur 
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bur want of faith, weakneſs in faith, and the a&y- 
al prevalence of unbelief? You come to God in 
prayer, and there a thouſand Vanities beſet you; 
- your heart 15 carried away, it roves, it wandcrs,/to 
the ends of the carth: Conſcience ſmites for this, 
and faith, Thou doſt bur mock God, thy foul will 
ſmart for this ; thou feeleſt neither ſtrength nor 
ſweetneſs ariſing out of ſuch duties. You enquire for 
Femedics,and fill the ears of Friends with your com- 
plaints, and it may be ſee nor the root of all this 
to be in your own unbelief : But there 1t 1s, and 
till char becured, it will notbe better with you. 

Uſe. 2. Yet let not poor Cirriftians ſo mourn as 
thoſe that have no hope or ground of comfort, even 
-. in this caſe: For, | 

Firſt : Though there be remains of unhelief in 
you, yet you have infinite cauſe to bleſs God that 
they are but remains. You once were in unbelicf, 
x Tim. 1.13. (1c.) under the full power and dos 
minion of 1r. . Had God cut you off in rhar ſtare, 
you muſt certainly have periſhed. This is the &i/- 
eaſe, bur rhat was the death of your ſouls, : 

Secondly : Though unbelief be in you, yet it1s5 
Nor in you per modun quittis, by way of reſt, as It is 
11 all unbelievers, bur by way of daily confli&, and 
25 a burden too hcayy to be born. Now, though the 
fin be /ad, yet the ſorrow for ir 1s ſweet 3 and your 
conflidts with 1c brings you under a veryjcomtor- 
table ſign of grace, Rom. 7. 21. 

Thirdly : This is a diſeaſe under which all Chri- 
fans do labour moreor leſs There is not a hear; 
fo holy in all theworld,but 1s in ſome degree __ 
| Cr 
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ed and infeRted with rhis diſeaſe. And this hath 
been evident, nor only in all Chriftians of all ſizes, 
but. in all che a&s of their faith, Jobs faith rri- 
umphed in cap. 13. 15. yet had 1ts eclipſe and fainr- 
ing fir, in cap. 19. 20, Abrahain was a moſt renowned 
Believer, a great pattern and example of Faith ; 
oh how high a pirch did his faith mount to, in 
GM 22. 3. and yet there was a time whea it fainr- 
cd,and failed him,as ar Gerar, Gen. 20. 2, 9, 10,11, 
David 1n Pſal. 27.1, 23. was not like David in . 
1 San. 27. x. The faith of Paerſhone our like the 
Sun in a glorious confeſlhon, atth. 16. 16, and 
yer was not only beclouded, but ſeemed to be gone 
down and quite ſet in Mztth. 25. 69. though it at+ 
terwards recovered it ſelf. 

Fourthly : 'Tis not this or that degree of unbe- 
liesf that damnsa man, bur the power and domi- 
nion of it thar damns him. Indeed your comiort 
much depends upon the ſtrength of your faith, but 
your ſalvation depends upon the truth of ir. Moſt 
Chriſtians come ro Heaven with a weak and doubts 
ing faith, but few with their ſais fili'd with 

dire& and freſh wind of aſſurance, 

Fifthly : There is enough in Ciriit co help thy 
unbelief. Lord, ſaid this poor man, he my unbe- 
lief. He is an excellent Phyſitiar, and knows how 
to relieve and cure thee : Go to him and groan our 
thy. complaint, tell him thy heart is pained and 
troubled with this diſeaſe ; thou ſhalt find him a 
faichful, ſkilful and merciful Saviour, 

'Sixthly : It's bur a lictle while before this, with 
21 other diſeaſes bred by ir in thy ſqu), ſhall be per- 
bn | Mz | fealy - 
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fe&ly healed ; Santification is a cure begun, Glo- 
Tification 1s the cure performed and compleated : 
The ' former hath deftroy'd the dominion, the larter 
will deſtroy the exiſtence of itin thy foul : When 
you come to Heaven, and never till then will 
you find your ſelves well, and at caſe in every 
part. & 

And thus much of the ſecond point. Z 

There are ſome general obſervations arifing 
from both parts of my Texr, confidered together, 
viz. The thankful acknowledgment of his faith, 
and the forrowful ſenſe of his unbelief, Ir ſhall 
ſaffice for a concluſion to this Meditation only to 
notre them ; and they are theſe : 

Firſt : Thar rhe deepelt ſenſe of fin muſt not ex- 
clude an humble and thankful acknowledgment of 
the grace of God 1n his People. *Tis the faulr of 
moſt to hide their fins, and che fauit of ſome to 
hide their graces. 

Secondly : Acceptance of our perſons and du- 
fies 1s a pure aR of grace. There's no duty per- 
formed in a perfe& a& of faith ; all is mixr with 
 unbehief in ſome degree, rhe Honey and the Comb 

are mixt together, Cant. 2. 8, No duty as it comes 
from us 15 pure. . 

Thirdly : Juftly may we ſuſpe& thar faith for « 
' falſe faith, which boaſts of irs. own ftrength, but 
' never mourns in the ſenſe of unbelicf, Where 
there are no contlids with fin, there can be no 
ſound evidence of fincerity. 

Fourthly : Believers muft not wonder ro find 
firange vicifinudes and alterations ww the ne of 
«* NS Gets thelr 
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lo. | their ſouls. Sometimes a clear, and ſometimes a 

d: | cloudy day. Somerimes they have their Songs 1 

er | the night, and ſometimes their bitter Lamentations. 

en | If you ask, Why is it thus? the anſwer !s, there 3re 

ill F rvins' within you, contrary principles ſtrugling in 

ry | your ſouls, and itis no wonder at all to find peace 
and trouble, hope and fear, light and darkneſs, 
taking their curns, and ſharing your time betwixt 

ng | them. | 

1 

h, 

ul ME 9 

a The Eighth Meditation, 

© 

f UPON 

f 

"| ?/jal.40. 8. 1 delight to do thy will, O my 

. Ged ; jeathy Law is within my heart, 

1 

\ Aſting my eye upon this precious Text, TI 

find it perplext and darkned with variety, 

yea, contrariety of expoſitions. The Fews ard 

R Socinians generally refer all ro David, denyirg 

Chriſt to be the perſon here ſpoken of, Others 

refer the whole P{a/mto Chriſt, but the beſt exp3- 

] 


firers refer it partly to David, and partly to C7/7. 
That this Paragraph in which my Text lies, r£fcr5 


in Heb, 10. 5, 5,7. In - and the two former v'r- 
4 Ll 


to Chriſt, is plain from the Apoſiles allegation Of 17, 
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fes there lie three grezt poiars of cruth, which you 
may take vp in this order. 

Firſt the inſufficiency and reje&ion of all lepa! 
Sacrifices, as things of no vertue in themſelves to (1- 
tisfie God, or fave men, wer. 6. theſe thou wor'd- 
eſt not (1e )thou never didſt appoint them to hs 
the means of ſalvation farther than they ſignifi: d 
and pointed at me ; and now muſt vaniſh when 1 

come 1n a body of fleſh, according ro thar, Ce. 
2.17, 

Secondly : The introduQtion of a compl-at ani 
ſuſfiztenr means of redemption, we. 7. Lo 1 
C0. 

Thirdly: The ſtirableneſs and agreeableneſs of 
this work of redemption to the hearr and will of 
Jeſus Chriſt, zerſ. 8, I delight ro do rhy will, © 
my God ; yea, thy Law 1s within my heatt; or 
as 1t 1s in the Hebrew, in the nidjt of my bow+ls. 

In the words we are to note two things, viz, 

Firſt, The riſe and ſpring of mans redempr;on. 

Secondly: The acceprableneſs and ſarcablene(s 
of it ro the hearc of Chriſt, 

Firſt : Theriſe and Firſt ſpring of mans redemy- 
tion, the will and pleaſure of God. $0 ir pleated 

the Lord to appaint ard order 1t, that a remnanc 
of poor loft Sinners ſhould beſaved. 

The execution and accompliſhment of this good 
pleaſure of God, wasthar parc which by agreement 
and conſent was committed ro the Son, and is here 
call'd a Law, or command laid apon him. And 
gnſwerably the death of Chri't 15 repreſented as an 
2f} of g>edjences Phil. 2, 8, arg reipeged- Gods 
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command for it, 7oh. 10. 18; This commandment have 
Treceived from my "Father, referring ro the Covenant 
of redemptzon, which was berwixt them from ever- 
laſting 3 and this was che riſe and firft ſpring of our 
Redemption by Chriſt, | 

Secondly : You have herethe gratefulneſs and 
ſuitableneſs of this work to the heart of Chriſt, [ 
delight to doit, it is in my heart. Loe, I come. 

The Hebrew words note n ot ſimple conſent or 
willingneſs, but the higheſt pleaſure and compla- 
cency that can be 3 a work which raviſhes his foul 
withthe delights of it. Taelight to do thy will. And 
thatother expreſſion, Thy law is within my hart, or 
bowels : hath as deepa ſenſe and fignification, as 
the former. Irnotes the preareſt care, ſollicitude 
and intention of mind, in keeping the moſt preci- 
ous treaſure that was comm'tred tohim, for ſo the 
phraſe 1s uſed in Prov. 4.j21. And fo did our Redtem- 
er efteem and reckon this work which was by the 
Father demandated and committed to him. Hence 
the note is, 

Dot. That the will of God to redeem ſinners by the 
incarnation and azath of Fiſus Chriſt, was 
moſt grateful and pitaſing to the very heart of 
Chriſt, 

It is ſaid, Prov. 8. 31. when he was folacing 


himſelf in the ſveereſt enjoyment of his Father, | 


whilſt he lay in that blefled boſom of delighrs, yer 
the very profpe& of this work gave him pleaſure : 
Then were his delights with the Sons of men, And 
when he was come into the world, ana had endured 
many abaſures and 1njuries, and was even now come 

; to 
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to the moſt difficult part of the work ; yer, how 
an T [treghtned, or pained ( faith he) till it be accom 
pliſhed, Luk. 12. $0. 

Two things call our thoughts to ſtay upon them 
m this point, _ 

, Firft : The decency of it, why it ought to be 
0. | 

Secondly : The reafons of it, whence it came 
,to be (0. | 

Firſt: Why it ought robe a pleaſant and grate. 
ful ching ro Chriſt to take a body of fleſh, and lay 
it down by death again for the redemption of Sin- 
ners. 

Firſt : It became Chriſt to go abour this work 
with chearfulneſ's and delight, that thereby he 
might give his death the nature and formeliry of a 
ſacrifice. 

In all Sacrifices you ſhall find that God had frill 
a regard, a ſpecial reſpe& to the will of the offerer, 
See Exod. 35. $5.21. & Levit. 1, 3. the voluntari- 
neſs and chearfulneſs with which ir 1s given, is of 
great regard with God. 

Secondly : Tr ought to be fo, in regard of the ue 
pity of Chriſts will with the Fathers. The work 
of our redemption is call'd, the pleaſure of the Lord, 
If. 53. 10. And what was the Fathers pleaſure, 
could not be difpleafing to him, who is one with 
the Father. It's impoſſible their wills can claſh, 
whoſe nature is one. : 

Thirdly : This was neceſſary to magnifie and 
. commend the love of Jefus Chrift co us, for whom 
he gave himſelf.” Thar he came into the world co 
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die for us, 15a mercy of the firft magnitude, but 
that he came 1n love to our fouls, and underwent 


97» Nall his ſufterings with ſuch willingneſs for our ſakes, 


this hzzghrens it above all apprehenfipn. O this 1s 
the moſt taking, the moſt raviſhing, the moſt 
aſtotiiſhing conſideration of all : He loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me, Gal: 2. 20. He loved us, and waſh- 
td us from our ſins in his own bligd, Rev. 1. 5. Heie 
love j<1n 1ts higheſt « xaltation. 

Fourthly : It was neceſſary to be fo, for the re- 
pulatig of all our obedience ta God according to 
chis patrern. That ſecing and ſetting this grear 
example of obedience before us, we might never 

rudge nor grumble 'ar any duty or ſuffering thar 
God ſhould call us tro, Zou know the grace of cur Lord 
Feſus Chriſt; how that, though he was rich, it jor your: 
ſabes he btcame poor + Saith the Apoſtle, when he 
would prefs the Corinthians to their duty, 2 Cor, 
8. 9. And when he would effe&ually urge the Phi- 
lippiar®#o their duty z this is the argument, Let this 
mind be in you, which alſo was in Chriſt Feſus, Phil. 
2+ 5+ Sothat it became and behoved Chriſt thus ro 
undertake this great ſervice. 

Secondly ; Next ler us confider and examine 
whence it came to be ſo pleaſznt and acceptable to 
Jeſus Chrift to come 1nto the world and dic for 
poor Sinners. 

and we ſhall find, that although rhe ſufferings 
of Chritt were exceeding ſharp, and the cup of 
Gods wrath unſpeakably bitter ; yet that which 
made ir pleaſant and deſirable to Jeſus Chriſt was 
the proſpe& he had of the ſweetreſulrs and iſſucs - 
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his ſufferings, 1. 53. lo, 11. Heſhall ſte of the tr4. 
vail of his ſoul, and ſmall be ſatisfied, (1 e ) he ſhall 
have great content and pleaſure from the iſſues and 
fruits of his ſufferings, as Pſal. 128. 2. Thou ſhalt eat 
the labour of thy bands, ( 1c ) the fruit of thy labours, 
So here, He ſhall ſee therravail of his ſoul, ( ie ) the 
fruic and effeRs of his travail ; and to ſ=e this, ſhall 
bero him the reward aid recompence of all his ſuf. 
fexrings. Now among the ſweet rcſults cf the fuffe- 
rings of Chriſt, there arc eſpecially theſe three 
which he fore-faw with ſingular content and deleQa- 
tion. 

Firſt : That in his ſufferings there would be made 
a glorious diſplay and manifeſtation of the divine 
Attributes 3 yea, ſuch a glorious diſplay of them as 
never was made bctore to Angels or to men, nor 
ever ſhall be any more in this world. For 
tough, 

Firſt : The Wiſdom of God had made it ſelf viſi- 
ble to men in the creation of the world, yet there 
It ſhone but in a faintand languiſhing beam, com- 
Pared with this. Here divine Wiſdom put it ſelf 
as itwere into a viſible form, and repreſented ir 
ſelf to the life, See 1 Cor. 1, 24. and Eph. 3. 10, 
Behold in che death of Chriſt the Wiſdom of God 
.1n irs higheft exalration and glory. O the manifold 
Wiſdom of God  O the depth of his unſearchable 
wiſdom 1 Which I toucked in ſome parciculars 
before, p. 102. | 

Behold here the Wiſdom of God raifing more 
glory to himſelf by occafion of the breach of the 
Law, than cou'd. eyer have riſcn ro him from = 
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moſt pun&ufl obſervation of 1ts commands, or the 
molt rigorous execution of its threatnings 3 from 
the occaſion of the fall ( which was our undoing ) 
raiſing us toa far better eſtare, and with a much 
better ſecurity to enjov it than that from which we 
fell, Yea, behold and wonder, God by the death 
of Chriſt, recovering his Ele& from all the danger 


* and miſchict of fin, and yer making the way and 


manner oftticir recovery. the faireſt glaſs to repre- 
ſent the horror and evil of fin ro them, thar cver 
was ſhewn them in this world. Oh, the triumph 
of divine Wiſdom ! : : 
Secondly : Though the /ave of God had appea- 
red before in our Creation, Pro:c&ion and Pros 
vifion, yertnothing to what it doth in our Redemp- 
tion by the death of Chriſt : Loe, here 1s the love 
of God in its firengthand glory, 1 Joh. 4. 10 
Revein is love, not that we lowed God, but that be loved 
us, and ſent bis Son to be the Propitiation for cur ſins, 
Herein is love 4. e. ) here 1s the ingheſt expreſſion 
of Gods love ro the Creature ; not only that ever. 
was, but that ever can be made; for in love only 
God acrerh to the utcermoſt;: Whatcyer his power 
hath done, ir can do more ; but for his love it cn 
85 no higher ; he harch no greater thing to give than 
bis Chriſt, *Tis true, in giving us a being, and that 
in the no>left rank and order of Creatures on Earth; 
herein was love. In fecding usall our life long, by 
his a0i-luous tender providence ; herein is love, In 
protefting us under his wings from innumerable 
d1ngers and miſchiefs ; herein is love, much love ; 
And ver ſer all this by his Redeeming love in Chritt 
0 ER og and, 
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and it ſeems rothing, When we have faid all, 
Herein ts the love of God, that be ſent his Son, &c. This 
was free love to undeſerving, roll deſerving Sin- 
pers, Freventifig love 3 not that we loved him, bur 
thar he loved vs. Jt 75 an 1mage 1n the glals (faith 
Ficings ) that 15 1 or:nted there by the face Jook- 
Ing ivro it. the Inge does not lock back upon rhe 
face, except the face! ook forward upon the Image; 
and 1n thar the Image cine ſeem to fee the face, us 
nothing cite, bur that rhe face dr es fee the Image. 
O, the vnexpreflable glory of tie love of God in 
Chrift ! 

Thirdly : Though God had given ſeveral ſad 
marxs of his Juitice before, horh upon the Angels 
thar iell, clapping upon then: the chains ofdark- 
nets, in the overthrow of Snzom, and the nergh- 
bourivg Cities, turriing them toaſhes ; as you may 
read 1Þ Zud, ver, 6, 9. yet never was ihe cxaAncis 


and fevericy of Juſtice to'mamtotic? before, nor 
ever ſhall bz any more, as it w2s at the Geath of 


Chriſi. Ch-itt did nor only Arisfic it {uily, bur he 
alſo honoured it highly,n- 44105 chacAuribure which 
was Once a bar. now tc hc a bottem of our peace, 
Rom. 3. 25. Nevci «iid {ach a perion as Chriſt ftand 
ar the Ear of Jufi:c: betore:; The Blood of God 
was poured car io ppeate ar iaricfice wr, Wheu 
Chrilt ſuffered, he did both give and take fatisfaGt1- 
on; he gaveit co the juſtic of God in dying 3 Ic 
too It in ſeeing juſtice ( honoured in 1s 
death, 

Secondly : Another delightful profpect Chriil 
bad of the fruit of tis ſuferings, was the recove!y 
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and falyation of all the Ele& by his death. And 
though his ſufferings were exceeding hitter, yet 
ſuch truit of chem as this, was exceeding ſweer, 
Upon this account he aſſumed his name [cſus, Matth. 
1. 21, yea, and his humane Nature alſo, Gal. 
4+ 4, 5+ Souls are of grear value in his eyes: One 
foul is of :nore worth in his account than all the 
world, Markt. 8. 35. What a viezſbre then muſt 1c 
be to him, to ſave ſo many ſouls from the everlaſting 
wrath of the great aud terrible God? Add to 
this, 

Thirdly : The glory which wonld redound to 
him from lis recc.med ones to all Ererniry. For 
it will be the eveclaſting pleaſant 1mployment of 
the Saints in Heaven robe aſcri»ing glory, praiſe, 
and honour t the redeemer. - To him that loved us, 
and walhed us from our fins in his own blind, and hath 


made us Kings and Pri:(ls to God ond his Father ;, to- 


him be glory and Tominionfor ever an! ever, Rev. te 5,6. 
The improvement of all tizis will be in a word or 


Uſb. 1. For Convittion. This truth then in the 


firſt place, may convince, ſhame, and humble the 


very be{T of Chriſtians, who find & little delight in 
the moſt cafje, ſweer, and ſpiritual ducies of obedi- 
ence 3 when Chriſt undertook and went through 
the moft difficuir rask for chem with ſuch chearful- 
neſs znd readin<ts. Loe T come, th; Lawis in jzy rart, 
Tae/ight to do thy will, And ye: the work lie fo ap- 
plied himſelf ro, was a work full of difficulty, arten- 
ded with reproach and ſhame, as well asanguiſh 


and pain. 
Did 
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Did Chriſt find pleaſurein abaſement, atd tor. 
ment, in ſuffering and dying for me ? and can I 
find no pleaſure in Praytmg, Hearing, Meditating, 
and enjoying the ſivect duties of communion with 
him? Did he come fo chearfully to Pie for me ? 
and do I go fo dead-heartedly ro prayers and Siacra- 
ments to, enjoy fellowſhip with him 2 Was it a 
pleaſure to him toſhed his blood ? and 1s jt none t9 
me to apply it, and reap the benefits of it ? Oh 
Lord, what an heart have I? How unſuitable is this 
frame of heart to the Nature of God, whoſe efſen- 
tial excellencies make him the ſupream delighc, the 
ſweet repoſe, folace, and reſt of fouls! Pſzl. 
IG. IT. 

How unſuitable to the principles of regeneration 
and holineſs purpoſely planted in the foul, to make 
ſpiricual Performances a pleaſure to it! 

How- unſuitable to the future expeRed ſtate of 
glory, which brings the ſanRificd ſoul ro a (ſweet 
complacenrtial reſt and ſatisfaRicn inGod!In a word, 
how unſuitable is this temper of ſpirit to the heart 
of Jeſus Chriſt ! O, methinks I hear Chriſt thus ex- 
poſtularing with me this day: 

Is this thy zeal and thy delight in the duties of 
obedience ? Is it rather the awe of Conſcience than 
the pleaſure of Communicn that brings thee to this 
ducy ? Doth thy heart nee ſo many arguments to 
perſwadejt even to the ſweeteft, eaſieſt, and moſt 
pleaſant duties in Religion ? Well, I did not love 
thee ar thar rate; my heart rcadily eccho'd to the 
* Fathers call ro die for thee, to drink the very dregs 
of the cup of trembling for thee, I come, "_ 
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} delight to do thy wil!, thy law is in the midſt of | 


of my bowels, . 

2+ Uſe for Exhertation, Tfit be fo, how great a 
morve have the People of God before them, ro 
make them apply rhem(@&ves with all cheartulneſs 
and readine$ of mind ro all the duties of ative and 
piſtive obedience ? Olet there be no more grumb- 
lines, lazy excuſes, ſhif:ings of duty, or dead- 
hearted and liſticfs performinces of rhem after ſuch. 
2h example 2s this. Be ready to do the will of 
Gad 3 vea, be you alfoready ro ſufter ir. Let the 
face mind he in you, which alſo was in Chrift 
Fefus, The more pleaſure and delight you find 1n 
aaing or ſuft:ring the will of God, che more of 
Chrzits ſpiric 15 10 you, and che more of his image 
jt upSn you, Are not all holy datics expreſſed 1n 
Seripture by the Saints waking with God ? Ger. 
t?. 1+ and 15 nor this an Angeuncal hfe ? Can it be- 
4 hyrden to the ear to hear {veer raviſhing ſtrains 


of melody; or to theeye, to behold variety of 


pezfant and hvely colours z orto the palate to res 
iM rhe delicious ſweerneſs of meats and drinks ? 

Oh Reader! were thy heart more tpirieua!, 
mare deeply ſa:Rified, and Heavenly, ir would 
bs 00 more pain to thee to Pray, Hear, or Mcdi- 
3:8 on the rhings of God, thanitisro a Bird 


_ carry and uſe his own wings; oro a Man, to cat 


(2 moſt pleafant fond when he ts ah hungry, 7 
have repaycea { falth Dacid ) in the way 0 thy Command» 
Peigts, as muc) as in all riches, Pial. 119.11. 

And as to {ufferings for Chrift, rhev ihould nor 
bs g:ievous 0 Chriftians, that koow how cheartule 
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= ly Chriſt came from the boſom of the Father to 
| die for them. What have we to leave, or loſe, 
in compariſon with him ? Whatare our ſufferings 
\ toChriſts ? Alas there is no compare; there was 
more bitterneſs in one drop of his ſufferings, than 
In a ſea of ours, 

. To conclude, your delight and readineſs in the 
paths of obedicnce, 1s the very meaſure of your 
ſanRification. 


The Ninth Meditation. 
UPON 


Zech. 12. part of ver. 10, And they ſhall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they ſhall mourn for him,as one mourn 
eth for his only Son, and ſhall be in bit- 
zerneſs for him, as one that is in bitter- 


weſs for bis fir bore, 


HIS promiſe is confeſſed to have a ſpecial 
reſpe& ro the Jews Converſion to Chriſt: 
It was 1n- part accompliſhed in the Apofiles days, 
Acts. 2. 39. yet that waz but a ſpxcimen or hand- 
ſe] of wharthall be, when the body of that Nation 
ſhall be called. 
* But Fett cannot be denied that allChriftians find 
the ſame piercing ſorrows, and wounding __ of 
» <: 4 ; . K o's ? " . k in - 
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fin: when God awakens.-rhem by convi&ions, and 
brings them to ſee the evil of fin and rhe grace of 
Chriſt, thar is here expreft concerning them at 
their converſion. 

The words preſent us with three very remarka- 
ble -particulars in Evangelical repentance, it 
'S1rſt : The ſpring and principle of ic. Secondly 7 
The effedts and fruits ofir. Thirdly ; The depth 
and meaſure of it. 

Firſt : The ſpring and principle of Repentance 
expreſt in theſe words, They ſhall look upon mewhon 
the bave pierced, This looking upon Chriſt, 1s an 
a& pf faith, for ſo ic is deſcribed in Scripture, Job. 
6. 40. Iz, 45. 22. and it reſpe&s Chrift cracthed 
25 1s proper obje&t; yea, and thar by rhem, nor 
-only as their Progenicors involved them wm thar guilr, 
© by enrailing it on them, bur as their own fins vere 
the meritorious cauſe of 115 death and ſufferings, 
* They (Gal laok upon me hom they have pierced, 


Secondly : The effe&s and fruirs of tuch an aſpe& *Þ 
of fait upon Chriſt 15 here alſo noted; = {hall ©: 


" mourn avid be in bitterniſs, { 1. C ) ir ſhail melt and 
thaw tho-mino Golly frrow ; it ſhall break there 
hard and :tory {farts io proces 2 The eye of faith 
ſhall affea isir hows 4s, Tor Indeed Evangelical 
ſorrows, aro hoorty ond unutembled rears drops 
Ping our Gt 2c of 2, 
Thirdly ai. * 

their ſorrow 3: {1550 ilcowile noted And It 15 Come 
pared with the ocareft and 1n2:t piercing forrows 
m29 are arquayice 1 with in 15 world, even the 


- 


=. dead 


iafily : The depth and meaſure of 


farrow oi a tender: hearted Falter moyrning over @ | 
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dead Son, yea, an only Son, and his firſt born, 
than, which no earchly ſorrow is more penetrating 
and ſharp, Fer. 6. 25. Hence thenote will be, 
Doft. That the ſufferings of Chriſt are exceeding pow® 
eful, to melt Belituers hearts into Godly ſorrow. 
The eye of faith 1s a precious 'eye, and according 
ro1ts various Aſpects upon Chriſt, it produceth va- 
rious effe&s upon the hearts of men. Eying Chriſt 
as our compleat Righteonſ:ſs, fo it pacifies and quis 
ets the hearc: eying him as our patterp, ſo it di- 


reas and regulates our aRtons ; eying him as our 


ſacrifice, cffcr'd up to divine Juſtice for our (ins, 
ſo it powerfully thaws the heart, and .melcs the at- 
feRions. | 

By meltings, I do not only underſtand tears, as 
if they only were expreſlive of all ſpiritual ſorrow ; 
forit1s poſſible the waters of ſorrow may run deep 
in the heart, when the eye cannor yield a drop. 

There be two things in Repentance, Trouble and 
Tears. The firſt 1s Eſſential, The laſt Contingent. 
The firſt flows from th= influence of faich upon the 
ſoal'; the laſt much} depends upon the temper and 
conſtitution of the body. Ir is a mercy when our 
rears can flow from an heart f}1'd with ſorrow for 
fin, and loveto Chriſt; and yeritofren falls out 
that there 1s an heavy heart, where the eyes are 
dry. Bur that there is cfticacy in faith ro melt the 
heart, by looking upon the ſufferings of Chrift for 
fin, 1s undouhted ; and how it becomes fo powerful 
an inſtrument ro this end, I will ſhew you in the tol- 
lowing parriculars. : 
 : Firſt; Faitheyes the dignity of che ar” Mm of 
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Chriſt, who was pierced for us ; how excellent and 
glarioas a perſon he is. In the caprivity, It was 
for 4 lame2nration thar Princes were hanged np by the 
hands, and the faces of Elders were not yeverenced, Lam. 
& 12: We read alfo the Lamentarion of David, 
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2 S4in. 3. 33. ashe followed Abners Herſe, 4 Prince - t þ; | 


and a great man ts fallen in Iſrael to day. 


Burt what was Abner, and whar were the Princes * 


of Iſrat! to the Son of God? Loe here by faith the 
Believer fees the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, 
the only begotten of the Father, equal to God in 


tiature and dignity,he whom all rhe Angels worſhip, 


hanging dead upon the curſed Tree. Faith ſees 
Royal Bood, the Blood of God poured outby the 
faerd of Juſtice for {atisfation and reconciliation; 
_ this cannot but deeply affe& rhe believing 
Blls ; : 

Secondly : Fairch repreſents the ſeverity of Di- 
fine Juſtice to Jeſus Chrift, and the extremity of 
his fuiteringsz and this ſight is a melcing fight, 

The Apoſtle tellsus, Gal. 3. 13. he was made 
Kardgex, 4 Curſe, and Execration for us : It relates 
to he ] 
which was the death of a Slave, ſervile (upplicium 3 
a tree man was priviledg'd from that pun:ſhment, 
It fogks upon, and well conſiders the fad plight and 
condition Chriſt was in, 1a the days of his Humi- 
liazion for us. Ir's faid of him, Matth. 26. 38. 
he was ITzgiauros, undequaque triftis, ſurrounded 
with griefs, exa&tly anſwerable ro his name, Ia. 


$3: 3, 4 manof ſorrows. Lethim look which way {| 


| cwould, outward opinward, upward or dowtt- 
: ' ward, 
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ward, to Friends or Enemies, he could behold no* 


thing but ſorrow, and whar might increaſe his mi-- 


ſery. Another Evangeliſt faith he was ſore amazed, 


Mark. 14- 33. 'ExJapfeioas. It notes ſuch a con- . 


Nernation as makes the hair of the head fitand up- 
right, horyipilatio. A third tells us bis ſoul was trou- 
bled, Joh. 12.29. 1 Juyn vs TerdlpoxTa, Una: 
\Tartarus, a word from whence Hell is derived, 
and denoting the anguiſh and troubles of them that 
are in thar place of torments. 

And the fourth tells us he was in an Agony, Luk. 
23- 44- all exprefling in ſeveral empharical notions 
and metaphors, the extremity of Chrifts anguiſh 
and torment. This cannot bur greatly affe& and 
break the Believers hearr. 

Thirdly : But then that which moſt affe&s the 
heart, is Chriſts Undergoing all this, not only in 
leve to us, but in our room and ſicad. He ſuffered 
not for any evil he had done, for there was no 
guile found in his mouth, Iſa. 53. 4, 5- 1 Pet. 
3-198. It was for me, a vile, wretched, worthleſs 
Sinner. It was my Pride, . my Earthlineſs, the 
hardneſs of my heart, the corruption of my nature, 
the. innumerable evils of my life, that brought him 
down to the duſt of death. #e was mad? (in for us, 
who knew no ſm, 2. Cor. $.21. 

Who can believingly eye Chrift, as ſuffering 
ſuch pains, ſuch wrath, ſach a curſe, in the room 
of ſach a Sinner, ſuch a Rebel ; ſo undeſerving, 
and fo 1ll deſerving a Creature, and not mourn as 
for an only Son, and be in bitterneſs as for a fir!t- 


born? 
Fourthly : 
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Fourthly : Faith melts the heart by conſidering 
the effe&s and fruits of the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
what great things he hath purchaſed by his Stripes 
and blood for poor Sinners ; a full and final pardon 
of ſin, 4 well-ſctled peace with God, a ſure title 
and righc to the erernal Inheritance; and all this 
for thee, a Lawecondemned, a Self-condemned 
Sinner. : Lord, whar am I, rhar ſuch mercies as 
theſe ſhould be purchaſed by ſuch a price for me Þ 
for me, when thouſands and ten thouſands of ſiweet- 
er diſpoſitors mutt burn in Hell for cver ! Oh, 
what tnanner of love 15 this! 

Fitthly : Faith melts the heart by cxerting a 
threetold a& upon Chrift Crucified, 

Firſt : 4-realizing Af, repreſenting all this in 
the greateſt certainry and evidence that can be. 
Thele are no deviſed fables, but the ſurc and infallt- 
ble reports of the Goſpel. 

' Secondly : An applying Af ; he loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me, Gal. 2. 20. He loved us, and 
waſh:d us from our fins in his own Blood, Rev. 
I, So 
: Thirdly and Iaftly : By an Isferring or reaſoning 
A&. If Chriſt died for me, then I ſhall never 
dies Tfhis Blood were paid down for me, then my 
1310s which arc many, are forgiven me. If he was 
Condemned in my room, I amacquitted, and ſhall 
be ſaved from wrath to: come, through him. . O 
_ weighty do theſe thoughts prove to believing 
ouls 

i» Uſe for information. Then ſurz there is but little 

faith, btcauſetvere is ſo much deadnife cad unaſfefiraneys 
; av'ong 
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among Profeſſors. A believing ſight of Chriſt will 
work upon a gractous heart, as a dead Sofi, 4 bes 
loved and only Son, uſes todo upon atefider Fas 
thers heart. 

Reader, was it ever thy ſad lot to look up6n 
ſuchan heart-rending obje& ? Did ft thou ever feel 
the pangs and commot1ons in thy bowels that ſome 


' have felt upon ſucha ſighr? Why fo will = hearc . 
y 


work towards Chriſt, if cyer thoubelievingly looks 
eft on him whom thou haſt pierced, 

Infer. 2. Then the afting and exerciſing of ſaith i thy 
beſt expedient to get a tender heart, and raiſe tht dead 
aſjeftions, £ 

We are generally full of complaints, how hard, 
how dzad and ſtupid our hearts are ; we are of:cn 
putting ſuch caſes as theſe, How ſhall I ger a broken 

eart- for fin? How ſhall {raiſe my dead heart in 
duty ? Why this is the way; no expedient 1 all 
the world like this. Look upon him whom thou 
haſt pierced. 'Tis the melting Argument, 

2. Uſeof Examination. Bur that which I eſpeci- 
ally aim arin this point, is for the tryal and e&#- 
amination of thy heart, Reader, in the pcine of 
true Evangelical Repentance, which 1s thy proper 
buſineſs ar this time : And I will go no further theft 
the Text for rules ro examine and try it by, 

Rule. 1. All Evangelical Repenrance hath a ſu- 
pernatural ſpring, 1 wili pow out the ſpirit of grace, 
and they ſhall moury, Till the ſpirit be povred 
out upon us, It 15 as eafie to preſs water our of 42 
Rock, as tro make our hearts relenr and mours: 
There are indeed natural mceltings the effe&ts 6f 33 

i - 


ingenuous Temper, but theſe differ, in-kind and 
nature, from Godly ſorrow, | 

Rule, 2. Godly ſorrows are real, fincere, and 
undifſembled. They ſhall mourn s for an on'y Son. 
Parents need not the help ofan Onto: co draw tears 
on ſuch accounts : O! rheir yery hearts are pierced; 
they could even die with them. 
and tears are not hang'd out as falſe ſigns of what js 


' not robe found in their hearrcs. 


Rile 3. Evangelical ſorrew 1s very deep ; fo 


much the mourning for an only Son, a firſt-born, 


muſt import. Theſe waters, how ſtill foever they- 
be, run deep, very deep, 1n the bottom channelof 
the foul, See Aﬀﬀs 2. 37. They were cut tothe heart, 

Rule 
breaking the heart. They (hall look and mourn. This 
1s the Burning glaſs that contracts the beams, and 
fires the affections, 

Rule 5. Laſtly: The wrong fin hath done to 
God, arid the ſufferings it hath brought Chrift un- 
der, are the piercing and heart-wounding conſide- 
rations, They ſhall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and mourn. The ptercing of Chiift 
by our fin, is that muſt ptercethy ſcul with ſors 
row: 
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Sighs, groans, - 


4- Faith is the inſtrument employed in. 
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The Tenth Meditation. 
UPON 


7ohn 6G. ver. 55, For my fleſh is meat in- 
, deed, and my blood is drink indeed. 


N this context our Lord Jeſus Chrif? makes a 
moſt ſpiritual and excellent diſcourſe to the 
Jew, about the nature and neceſity of faith in 
im, taking the occaſion thereof trom the Bread, 
which alittle before he had fo miraculouſly mul- 
tiplied, and fed them with, raiſing up thetr minds 
to more ſublime and ſpiritual things, & letting them 
know that Bread,how ſweet ſocver 1t was, was but a 
ſhadow ofhimſelf,infinitely more ſiweer & neceſlary. 
Theſe words are a propoſition, 1n which are. theſe 
three things obſervable. | 
Firft : The Subjeft, my Ficſh and my Blood. 
Secondly : The Predicate, 1t 1s Meat and Drink. 
Thirdly : The manner of Predication,it's Meat indeed, 
and Drink indeed. 
Firſt : The SubjeF, my Fliſh, and my Blood, ( 1, 
_ 6. ) My Humanity 3 this 15 meat and drink, true 
ſpiritual food, TIfit be demanded why he had not 
ſaid, I am meat and _drink indeed; but rather 
chuſes to ſay, my ficſh and blood is fo 3 the rea- 
ſon is evident, faith Learned Camero, becauſe if 
you' take away Fleſh and Blood from Chrift, he 
Cannot be Food or Life rous, For in order to his 
peing fo, he muſt fatisfie God for us, and —_ 
: the 
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the Remitlion of our fins ; but without ſhedding of 
Blood there is no Remiſſion. Now for as much as by 
the offering up of his Body, and ſhedding of his 
Blood, he hath obtained pardon and life for us; 
therefore his Flefh and Blood is call'd our Meat 
and our Drink,that by which our ſouls live. Which 
brings us to the ſecond thing. . 

Secondly : The Predicate, it is meat and drink, 
( 3.2. ) it is ro our ſouls of the ſame Ufe and Neceſ- 
firy chat meat and drink is to our natural life which 
cannot be ſuftained or continued without them. 

The life of our ſafffis as neceſſarily depends upon 
the Fleſh andBlocdofChriſt.as our nacural life doth 
upon mcat and drink, Yet beware of a miſtake 
here 3 the Fleſh and Blood, or rhe Humanity of 
Chriſt is not the Foyntain of our ſpiricual lite, but 
the Channel rather, through whichit flows ro us 


from his Divinity. By reaſon of his Incarnation and 


Death, Righteouſneſs and Life comes to us. 

Thirdly : The manner of Prediction is very Em- 
phatical, ir 1s mear indeed, and drink indeed ; which 
notcs two things. | 

Firſt : Reality, in oppofirion to all legal ſha- 
dows and types. 

Secondly ; Tranſcendent excellency, far ſurpaſſing 
4] other food, even Mannah it ſelf, which for 1ts 
excellency 1s ſtvled Angels food, My Fleſh is mear 
indeed (3. e.) true, ſubfiantial, and real tood to 
ſculs, and choice excellent and incomparable 
food. Hence obſerve, 

Doct. That what meat and drink 15 to our bodies, 
that, and much more than that, the Fle{h and Blood 
of Chriſt rs to bilituing ſouls. P 2 Two 
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Two things require explication in this point, 
Firft ; Wherein the reſemblance or agreement lies 
betwixt the Fleſh and Blood of Chrift, and Meat 
and Drink Secondly : Wherein the-former trani- 
cends and excels the latter. | 

I. Qacry, Wherein lies the reſemblance and a- 
greement berwixt the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt, 
aud material Meat and Drink ? 

Sol. Theagreement is manifeſt in the follow- 
ing particulars. 

Firſt: Meac and Drink is geceſſary to ſupport 
Natural life, we cannot 'IiveWtithout ic. Upon 
this account bread is call'd the ſtaff and ſtay, ( 1. e. ) 
the ſupport of the natural ſpirits which do as much 
lean and depend upon it, as a feeble man doth up- 
* onhis ſtaff, 72. 3. i. But yet how neceſſary ſoever 

* it be. the Fleſhand Blood of Chrift is more indiſ- 
penſibly necefſary for the life of our ſouls, Fo. 
6. $3. Excejt ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of mas, and 
drinb his Bleed, ye ave no life in you. Our fouls 
have more abſolute need of peace and pardon by 
. Chriſt, chan our bodies have of meat and Drink. 
Berrer our bodies were ſtarved and famiſhed, than 
our ſouls damned and loſt for ever. 

Secondly ; Meat avd drink are ever moſt ſweet 
and deſirable to thoſe that are hungry and thirſty, 
Iris hunger and thirit that gives value and eftimati- 
on to meat and drink, Prov. 27. 7. To the bung!y 
. ſoul every bitter thing is ſweet 3 and ſoit 15 in our el- 
_reem of Chriſt, Joh. 7. 37. If any manthirp,, lit hin 
come to me and drinh. When God by illumination 
and conyition makes men deeply ſenſible of rheir 
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miſerable loſt, and periſhing condirion, then ren 
thouſand worlds f for a Chriſt. All is bur dang and 
droſs in-compariſon of the excellency of Chriſt Je- 
ſus. 

Thirdly : Meat and drink muſt undergo an al 
tration, and loſe its own form betore it attualiy 
nouriſhes the body. The Corn 1s ground to pjcces 
in the mill, before it be made bread to nouriſh us. 

And Chriſt muſt be ground betwist the upper and 
neither milſiones of the wrath of God, and malice 
of men, to be made bread for cur fouls. The 
Prophet ſaith, Hiz. 52. 14. His Viſage was mayr'd 
more than any mans. Re did wy look; like himſels, 
the beauty and glory of Heaven, bar the repre cacly 
of Vien, and deſpiſcd of as People. Oh wha 
:n alteration did his Incarnation and Soffcringl 
make upon him! Phil. 2- 6, 7. Qvartum mutatus 49 
lo 2 

Fourthly ; Natural food muſt be received 1:ito 
our bodics, and have a Natural Vnion with incn 
and Chrift muſt be received 1nro our foul:, z 
have 6 Unan with them by faith, or ciſ> 
ve can have no nour!ſhwent or benefr by him, An 
empty profcffion, a meer raizative religion nourt- 
ſhes the inner man juſt as mucit as the fight of mear, 
ad our commendnyg of ir, doth OBr cutwarul 7,27, 
I's Chriſt's dwelling in car tearts by faith, Eo, 
; 17. cur recclving of him, oh. 1. 12, our catir:s 
tis Fleſh and drivking his blood, Fob. 6, by 
le, ) the efieual application of Cariit ro our ftiuts 
by faich, that makes us partakers of his bene fi: 
Fifchly ; Meat and drink mult be ragen cvory 


72a C415 


EY 


SrnI—_— 


We 2 bn 


OS yew EE A 


162 Sactamental Peditations. 


day, orelſc natur:! life will languith, and (piritual 
life will never be c:mrorrably mainrain'd in ns with- 
out dail; communion with Jeſus Chriſt : If a praci- 
ous ſoul negleR or be. interrupted in .its courſe cf 
duries, and ſtated times of prayer, 1: wi!] be quick. 
-Iy diicernabie by the Chriſtian himſelfin the dcad- 
neſs of h:* cv heart, and by others alfo, in the 
barrenneſs of his diſcourſes. And in theſe things 
ftands the Analugy and agreement of the Flethand 
Blood of Chriſt with m*ar ar;d drink. | 

2. Query. The nexr thing 15 to open the tranſcen- 
denr exce!lency of Chrifts Fleſh and Biood, above 
all other food in the world; and ihis appears 1n 
four parttcalars, _ 

Firſt: This Fleſh and Blood was afſumed into 
the neareſt Union with the ſecord Perſon in the 
bleſſed T1inizy, and fo isnot ovly dignified 2bove all 
orher created Beings, bur becomes the jrr/{ receptacle 
of 2i] grace intended to be communicated through 
it torhechiidren of men, 7ob. 1. 14. 

Secondly : This Fleſh and blood of Chrift was 
offered up ro God as the great Sacriiice for our ſins, 
and Purchaſe of our peace, Col. I. 20. Zh. 5. 2. 
and fo iris of inefiimable price and valge to Bclie- 
vers, The humyne Nature of Chri't was the $2 
erifice, the divine Natzre was the A!tzr on which tt 
was offered up, and by which it was dignifted and 
ſanEified, and niade an offering of a {rweer ſmelling 
favour rotrod, Efv, gov. 

' Thirdly : This Fleſh and Blood of Ch:iftis the 
great medium of conmeyance of allblefiinps and mere 
cies tothe Fouls 2nd bodies of Believers, Itlics as 
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a vaſt pipe at the Fountain-head of bleſſings. re» 
ceiving and conveying them from God to men, Col. 
I» Ig 19. 

$5 then, it being united to the ſecond perſon, 
and fo hecome the Fleſh and Blood of God, it bein 
the Sacrifice offered up to God for-Atonement an 
Remiſſion of fins, and the medium of conveying all 
grace and mercy from God, the Fountain, to the 
fouls and hodies of Believers; how ſweet a reliſh 
muſt jt have upon the palate of faith ? Here faith 
may raft rhe ſweetneſs of a Pardon, a full, free, and 
final pardon of fin, chan. which nothing in this , 
world can be ſweeter to a fin-burdened conſci- 
ENCe. - 

Here it taſts the incomparable ſweetneſs of Peace 
with God, apeace which paſſeth underſtanding; 
the breach fin made, 1s by this Sacrifice made up 
for ever, C0, 1. 20. 

Here it taſts the unexpreſſable ſweetneſs of accip- 
tation with God, and an intereſt in his favour; a 
. mercy which a poor convinced foul would give ten 
thouſand worlds for, were it to be purchaſed. Yea, 
here it reliſheth all the ſweet Promſes in the Cove- 
nant of grace, as confirmed and rarificd by this Sacri- 
fice, Heb. 9. g.*So that well mighrhe ſay, My Fleſh 
15 meat indeed,and my Blood 15 dripkindeed ; the 
moſt excellent New-Teſtament food for Belie- 
Vers, = 
' I. Uſt of Ioformation, Firſt : Sec here the loye 
cf a Saviour, thar Heavenly Pelicar,, who feeds us 
With his own Fleth and Blood. You read Lam. 
4 19, of pitiful Women who eat the fleſh of their 
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own Children ; but where have you read of Men 
or Women that gave their own fleſh and blood tor 
meat and drink to their Children 2 Think on this 
you that are fo loth to croſs and deny your fleſh for 
Chriſt; ke ſuffered his fleſh to be rent, and his 
Blood ſet abroach for you z what love like the love 
of Chriſt? 

Secondly : Learn hence a ground of Content in 
rhe loxeſt and pooreſt condition allatted co any 
Believer tn this world, It may be ſome of yon 
Iive low in the world, you have hard fare, 2nd are 
abridg'd of many of thoſe ſweer comforts in the 
Creature, which the Enemies of God abound 1nj 
but {t:]] remember, you have no cauſe to envy their 
dajnrics, and be diſſatisfied with your own lot and 
portion, when not niany Nobles or mighty in the 
' World feed as your fouls do feed. O what a feaſt 
have you ! Wha: dainties do your ſouls taſt by faith, 
whilft others do but feed upon Aſhes and Huſks ! 
wharis the fleſh of Lambs and Calves out of the ſtall 
ro the Fleſh of Chrifi? Amos 6. 4, 5s, 6. Whart 1s 
Wine in bowls, and the cs Ointment tothe Blood 
of Chriſt, and the anoinrings of his Spirit? O be 
ſatisfied with your optward lot, howgyer God hath 


W caſt it, whilſt he hath dealt ſo bountifully with your 


foa's. 

Thirdly: Learn kence the neceflity of faith, in 
order to the livelyhocod and ſubſiſtance of our ſouls. 
Whar 15 a fexſt ro him that cannot raft it? And 
whar 1s Chriſt to him that catinot believe? That can- 
nor by faith ear his Fleſh and drink his Blood? 

'Tis notre Preparation made tor fouls in _ 
| us 
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bur the A»p/icatton of him by faich, char gives vs 
the (weetneſs Ind benefit of hum. Faith 1s the ſouls 
mourn or Palate ?che Unbeltever taſts no ſweetneſs 
in Chriſt, he canreliſh more ſweerneſs in mony, 
meat, drink, carnal mirth, or any ſenſual enjoy- 
ment than Chriſt, 

Fourthly : How excellent are Goſpel-Ordinan- 
ces ? Whar ſweetneſs 1s there to be found in rhe:ri 
by true Believers? For there Chriit 1s prepar'c!, 
and as it were ſerv'd in for thzm ro feed upn. 4: 


15 your miniſters work to cook and prepare for you. 


all the week long, and to furniſh for you a feaſt of 
fat things, Loe, here's a Table ſpread and furnt- 
ſhed this day with the coſtlieft dataries trar heaven 
affords, O prize theſe mercies, fit not here with 
flac or wanton appetites, leſt God callto your Enc- 
mes, and bid them take away, 

2. Uſe of Exhortation. Is the Fleih and Blood of 
Chriſt Meat and Drink'indeed ? they ler me exltort 
you Brethren, | 

Firſt; To come to this Table with ſharp and 
hungry appetites, \ Have you ever taſted thar the: 
Lord 1s gracious ? and do vou not hunger and thirſt 
to taſt 1r again? Surely where the carcaſs is, thither 
will the Eagles be gather'd, Math, 24- 23. } here 158 
two fold apperite, a 4ainty, and ain hungry appetite z 
beware of a nice and daincy apperite, rat can re- 
liſh nothing in the moſt ſolid and ſpiritual duties, 
except the diſh be garmfht with Jowers of Rheto- 
rick, or the matter (erv'd in wich art and eleginey:; 
This hath been the great fin of che Profcfl>rs of this 
Generatjon. O Chriſtians, co more of that I pray 
you, 
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you, Were you really an hungred and athirſt for 
Chriſt, you would come to his Ordinances, as fa- 
mſhing men ro a feaſt. ; 
| Secoruly: To feed heartily upon Chriſt in eve- 

ry Ordinance, and jn cvery Sacranient eſpecially. 
' Othar your fouls night h: 2c ard an{wer that 1nvita- 
tion chis day, Cazt. 5. 1. Eat, O Friends, drink, yea 
arint abundantly, O Beloved. 
_ For Motives I will only hint theſe three follow- 
ing. | 
Firſt : Chriſt is the m-tter of this feaſt. God hath 
prepar'd him for your ſouls. Ts any thing in Hea- 
ven or Earth ſoſweet as Chriſt Sacrificed 1s ? Do 
not the Argelsand Saints in Heaven teaft upon hin;? 
Surely one drop of Chriſt's Blocd hath more ſrcer- 
neſs and excellency in it than the whole Occan of 
all Creature-comforts, \ 

Sccondly : Don't your grates need it? Have you not 
2 languiſhng loyc, a ſtaggering faith, dulland flug- 
21h deſires? Look into your hearts, and ſee what 
need there 1s of ſtrengthening rhe things that zre 
in you, which are ready ro die. O feed upon 
Chrift, that your graces may be revived and ſtreng- 
thened. | 

Thirdly: Do vu Lnow how many 1ays you” ave to 
£0 in treſirenpthofthis meal? How Jong 1t way be 
ere you fit apain ar the Lords Table? Surely cven 
theſe 25 well as your inferior temporal comforts 
Nand upon terms of greateſt uncertainty. Ah 
Chriſtians! Conſider weil the times you live in, 
theTnemy tht Fands ready to rake away the cloat!;, 
and remoye your ſpiritual food from you. F wy 
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ſaid of Peter Martyr, thar being in Oxford when Q. 
Mary came in, and hearivg the firſt Maſs-bell ring, 
he vias firuck ro the hearr, and ſaid, Hec wa notule 
omnem mean dofirinan tvertit. This one tinkling Bell 
overthrows all rhe liabours of my Miniſtry at once. 

God grant we may hcar none of thar Muſick in 
England any more ; but it's like to be according to 
your eſtimation and improvement of Chriit's pre- 
cious Ordinancrs, 

Thirdly: Commend the experienced ſweetneſs of. Chriſt 
fo others, Don't conceal his lovelineſs and excel- 
lency. Thus the fair and enamoured ſpouſe char- 
ges or adjures ochers, Cant. 5. 9. Be not conrent to- 
caſt upon Chriſt alone, whilſt other ſouls are flar- 
ving, and perhaps the ſouls of your dear natural Re- 
lations. Say rothem as David, Plal. 34+ 8. O, taſte 
ard ſee how good the Lord is. | 

Fourthly and laitly : See that your afpetite 30 Chriſt 
be right, and trutly ſpiritual. Such an hunger and 
thirſt, upon which bl:flednefs 1s entailed by Pro- 
miſe; and you may conclude it fo, when 

Firſt: It is a /9a1p and firong apperice, Pſalm 
42-1. Let your thoughts run upon Cihi:tt nigh 
and day, like che detires of a longing Wo- 
man. 

Secondly : When 'ns a Univerſal appetite, afrer 
every thing in Chriſt, his Holinels as well as his 
Righreoninefs, his Commands as well as his 
pronuſes, for he i: a/tggether luely, Cant. 5.16. 

Thirdly : When 'tts a continual appetite; © mean 
nor that the pulle cf vour gefires fhould ftp an 
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even ſtroke at all rimes, bur that there be real and 
ſincere workings of heart after him always, Pſaln 
I1i9. 20. 
Fourthly : When 'os an i244ſiriors appetite, awa - 
- kening rhe ſoulto the Ute of all means and practice 
-of all duties in order to fatisfation, Pſal. 25. 4. One 
thing bave 'T atfired of the Lord, and that will T (teh af- 


Fer. ( 
Fifthly and lafily : It's then arighr, when 'tis an 
inſatiable appetite, never to be allaid with any thing 
beſide, Chrift, Pſzl. 73. 25. No, ror with Chriſt 
himſelf,tll thou comett co the full enjoyment of him 
in Heaven. The Believer knows, how fiveet fo- 
ever his Communion with Chriſt is jo this world, 
yet that Communion he ſhall have with Chriſt in 
Heaven far excels it; there it will be more intimate | 
and immediate, x Cor. 19. 12. more full and per- 
fe&,even to ſatisfaction, Pfal. 17. is. more conſtant | 7 
and contirued, nor ſuffering ſuch interruptions as it I} EE 
doth here, Rev. 21, 25. More pure and unmixed, I 726 
Here cur Corruptions work with our Graces, Ru. th, 
7. 21, butthere grace ſhall work alone. Ina word, I "it 
more durable and perpetual: We ſhall be ever Þ£ '" 
with the Lord, 1 Thef. 4. 7. Long therefore to drink 
that new Wine in the Fathers Kingdom : -The Spi- I BY 
rit 2::d the Bride ſav, Come; and lethim that hear- I (4 
et ſay, Come ; even fo come Lord Jeſus, come Fi! 
quickly. and 
dat 
20d 
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The Eleventh Meditation. 
UPON 
Canticles 8.6, Set me as a Seal upon thy 


heart, as a Seal upon thine arm ; for love 
is ſtrong as death, jealoufie cruel as the 


grave ; the coals thereof are coals of fire, © 


which hath a moſt vehement flame. 


His Bock is a facred 4/:gory, the ſenſe theres 

of 1s deep and ſpiritual, Our unacquainttd- 

nefs wit? ſuch Schemes and figures of ſpecch, co» 

gether with the want of (pirirval light and expe=- 

nence, makes it difficult to be underſtood ; but 

the Al{zgory being once unfo]ded by reaſon of 11s ati» 

nity with the fancy, truth 15 more eafily and afleR» 
inply tranſmitted both to the mind and heart. 

Sr, Auguſtine aſſigns this reaſon why we are fo 
much delighted with Metaphors and A4llegories, be- 
cauſe they are ſo much proporrioned co cur fences, 
with which our reaſon hath contraQed an intimacy 
and familiarity. And therefore God to accommo- 
date hjs truth ro our capacity, doth as jr were em- 
body it in earthly expreflions, according ro that of 
tie anctent Caballiſts, [nimnen ſupremnn ninguam deſrice 
alt fine indument9; Heavenly truth never deſcend- 
e123 1G us Without 16S yall and covers. , 

16 
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The words before us are the requeſt of the 
Spouſe to Jeſus Chriſt, and confiſt of two parts, 
Vit. 

I. Her ſuit, which 1s earneſt, 

2. Her Argument, which 1s weighty. 

1. Her carneft (uiteor requeſt to Jefus Chriſt, 
Set me as a Seal upon thy Heart, as a Seal upon thine 
Arm. The Heart of Chriſt notes his moſt dear, 1n- 
ward, and render affetion ; his Arm: notes his pro- 
tecing and preſerving care and power : the laſt n1- 
turally follows the firſt ; what men dearly affec;, 
they tenderly and carefully protet, And by fett ing 
her as a Seal upon his Heart and Arm, ſhe means a ſure 
and a well- confirmed intereſt, both 1n his love ard 
power ; This the would have firmly ſealed and ra- 
tified 3 and that this is her mearing, will plainly 
appear from 

Tie Argument with which ſhe enforces her rc- 
queſt, For love vs ſtrong as death, jealouſee s crutl as 
The graue, 8c. 

By Fealonfie, we muit underſtand her fears and 
ſuſpicions of coming ſhorr of Chriſt and his love. 
q. d, What if after all I ſhould be deceived * 
Whar if Jcius Chriſt donor love me with a ſpecial 
love? © theſe fears and ſufpiciors are 1ntolerabic 
torments ro her, ſhe cannot bear chem ; they are 
creel as the grave, inſufferable as coals of fire, 
which have a moſt vchemenr flame. q. d. Lord, 
if thou leave me 1n the n1dit of theſe jealouſies of 
thy love,” 1 ſha!l be bur a tormentto my (elf: i 
. thal live as one upon the rack, or 1n the tlaines. 
Hence the note 1f, : 
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Do&, That thereis nothing in this world which true 

Chriſtzans more earneſtly deſire, than to be well afſu» 
red and ſatisfied of the love of Jt{ns Chriſt to their 
ſouls. 

In the medication of this point, tio things maſt 
be inquired into. 

1. Why this afſurance js fo deſirable. 

2. Howlt may be obtained. 

Why the aſſurance of rhe love of Chrift is ſo de- 
firable in the eyes of rrue Chriſtians. And among 
orhers, there are two things that eſpecially make 
it ſo, Vit. 

1. The ſweetneſs of its enjoyment, 

2, The difficulty of its atrainment. 

The Sweetneſs of its enjoyment, which 1s unex- 
prefſable and inconceivable ; for 1t1s a mercy above 
all eſtimation, Ir 15, | 

I. The riches of faith. 

2. The reſt and eaſe of the heart, 

3: Thepleaſure of life. 

4. - A Cordial in death. 

5s. A ſweer ſupport 1n all troubles, | 

I. It16 the very richesof faith, the moſt pleaſint 
fruit which grows upon the top branches of faith, 
The Scripture, tells us of an aflurance of Under- 
ftanding, hope, and faith : All theſe graces are 
precious in themſelves, bur the aflurance of each of 
them 15 the moſt ſweer and pleaſant part. Know- 
ledge above knowledge is rhe full afſurance of know- 
ledge: Hope above hope, 15 the full aſſurance of | 
hope : and faith above faith, 1s the full afſurance of | 
iaith, The leaft and loweft a& of ſaving faith is 
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Precious, & above all value ; what then muſt the 
higheſt and moſt excellenc a&s of fairh be? Cer- 
rainly, there 1s a ſweetneſs in the afſurance of faith, 
that few men have the priviledge to taſte ; and 
they that do,can find no words able to expreſs it ro 
anothers Underſtanding. The weake't Chriftian is 
exalted above other men, bur the aſſured Chriſti- 
an hath a preference before all other Chriſtians. 

2, It is hearts eaſe, rhe very Sabbath and ſweer re- 
poſe of the ſoul. Thouſands of poor Chriſtians 
wonld part with all they poſſeſs in this world, toen- 
Joy 1t, bur it flies from them. The life that moſt 
' of them live, isa life berwixt hopes and fears ; 
their intereſt 1n Chriſt 1s very doubtful ro them. 
Somerimes they are encouraged from ſenſible wor» 
kings of grace, then all is daſhed again, by the 
contrary ſtirrings and workings of their own corrup- 
tions. Now the Sun fhines out clear, by and by 
the Heayens are over-caft and clouded again ; Burt 
the aſſured Chriſtian 1s atreſt from thoſe corment- 
Ing fears and jealoufies, which my Text ſpeaks of, 
thar are as cruel as the grave, and as inſufferable as 
coals of fire in a mans boſom. Hecan take Chriſt 
into the arms of h's faith, and ſay, My Beloved 3s 
mine, and Tamhis, Retyrnto thy reſt, O my foul, 
for the Lord hath dea't bountifully with rhee, 

3. It 15 the pleaſure of life ; yea, the moſt rational, 
pure, and tranſporting pleaſure, Whar 15 life 
without p\eaſure ? And what pleafure 15 there 1m 
the world comparable to this pleaſure ? For let the 
ſealed and aſſured Belicver conſider, and compare, 
and he muſt needs find a joy and pleaſure beyans 

the 
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rity to themſelves, and fear of their own deceitful- 
neſs makes rhem think no hearts are like their heart: , 
eſpecially, whilſt they compare other mens outſide 
with their own infide, as generally they do. O, 
how do our own corruptions every moment raife 
miſts and clouds, that it 1s a wonder we ever ſhould 


have one clear beam of aſſurance ſhining into ſuch 


hearts as our hearts are, | 

(2.) The muyjcarudes of nuftakes and cheats 
thar are frequently committed and found in this 
matter, makes upright hearts the more ſuſpicious 
and doubtfulof their own conditions. O, when 
they read Matth. 7. 22. that many will fay to Chrift 
in that day, Lord, Lord, we have Propheſied in thy Name, 
&c. Ir ſcares them lef? they alſo be deceived, 

3. ) Thegrand imporrance ofthe matter makes 
poor ſouls feartu] of concluding certainly abour It. 
O, when a man conſiders thar the whole weighr of 
his eternal happineſs or miſery depends upon the 
reſolution of theſe Queſtions : Am Tin Chriit ? or 
am I not? Ir will make him tremble ro determine. 
In a word, affurance 15 not 1n our power, cr at our 


command. There be many holy tumble, diligent, . 


and longing ſouls, ro whom it 1s denied., Ir 15 ar- 
bitrarily diſpenſed by the pleaſure of the ſpiric, co 
whom he will, and ſuch faveurs are rare eyen 
among true believers, the more therefore 1r is to 
be valued and deſired by alli, as th= Spouſe doth 1n 
this place : And fo much to the firit thing; Upon 
what account the aſſurance of Chriits love 1s fo de- 
firable 1n the eves of Chriſtians, | 

2. It the laſt place, ler us confider hew this 
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mercy which 1s ſo deſirable, may be obtained ; ad 
this is our proper work and buſine(s at this time. 
You pre now come toa ſealing Ordinance, inſh- 
tured 48:1 purpoſe for. this noble End and Ute, 
O, that we could pray and plead tor it as the Spouſe 
here ooth! St meas aſeal upon thine heart, as a ſeal 
upon thine arm, for int is ſtrong as dtath, jealouſte is 
Cruel as the grave, &c. Now In order tothe attain- 
ment of this moſt deſirable mercy, rake a fow ne« 


cefſary hints of your preſent Kork and auty 1n the 


following direQtions. 

t. Direfiion. Would you be well ſecured ct 
Chrifts love to you, and that you are fer as 2 ſeal 
upon his heart? then exerciſe and manteſt more 
love to Chriit, and let him be much upon your 
hearts. IF it be clear to you, that you have true 
love to Jeſus Chriſt, you need narar ali ro doubr,\ut 
you arc in his heart and 11 his love. 7love then that 
loze me, Prov. 8.17. And ſurely you have now be- 
fore you the greareſt motive in the world, to in- 
fame your love to Jeſus Chriſt, Behold him as he 1s 
here repreſemed to you, wounded for your iniqui- 
ties, yea, ſacrificed ro the wrath of God for your 
Peace, Pardon, and Salvation, O, what manner 
of love is this? Bchold how he loved thee ! If 
Chriſt's love draw forih thine, 1t will (o tar clear 
thy intereſt in his love, as 1t ſhall engage thy hearc 
in love ca him. | 

2. Direfficn, But ſeeing the activity of your 
love will be according to the agivity of your faith, 
therefore in the next place I adviſe you ta make it 
fhe.m3;2 work {a1 buſinek of this hour co exerciſe 
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the joy of rhe whole Earth. If he conſider well whar 
he 1s aſſured of, it is nocommon mercy, bur Chriſt 
himſelf, and his love; a mercy incomprehenſible 
by Men or Angels, Eph. 3. 19. Pur Chriſt into the 
ſenfible poiſeſſion of a Believer, and joy 1s no more 
under his command for that time ; he can no more 
refuſe to rejoyce, than he that 1s rickled can forbear 
rolaugh ; and eſpecially when his rhoughts are ex- 
erciſed in comparing ſtates and conditions, either his 
own with other mens, or his own now with what ir 
was, and what it ſhallbe. To think with thy ſelf 
chus, I am aſſured of Chriſt and his love, my inte- 
reſt in him is ſealed ; bur this1s a mercy few enjoy 
beſides me. There he millions of ſouls of equal va+ 
Jue with mine by nature, thar ſhall never enjoy ſuch 
2 mercy as this, Yea, the time was when I my 
ſeif was far from 1, in my unregenerate eſtate. Lord, 
how 1s it I had not then been ſealed ro Damnation ? 
O, *ris well with me for preſent, that I can call 
Chriſt my own; and yer 1t will be better and better. 
My condition will mend every day. 1 am now iz 
Chrift, and 1t 15 but a little while before I ſhall be 
with Chriſt, and arrive at the full ſarisfation of my 
very heart, O, whar pleaſure doth every glance 
backward or forward give to the ſealed ſoul / 
4. Iris a Cordial indeath, and there js none like 
it. This will make the ſoul rrtumph over the grave, 
rake death cheartully by the cold hand, welcome 
irs grim M:{lengers, and long to be gone, and be 
with Chrift. Dark and doubting Chriſtians may 
indeed ſhrink back fromit, and be afraid of the 
£xchange ; but the afſured ſoul longs to be gong, 
| SE ==: and 
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and needs parience to hve, as other men do to die. 
When -one was aſked if he were willing to die, 
his anſwer was, 1//izs eſ# nollz mori, qui nolit ire ad 
Chriſtum. Lerhim be lorh ro die, that 1s loth to go 
'to Chrift, The Sugar of afſurarice ſweetens the bit- 
ter cup of death, and makes it deleRable ro a Behe- 
vers relliſh, 

X- Ina word, iris a fweet ſupport in all the troubles 
and affligions on this fide the grave. Lerthe aſſu- 
red foul becaſt into what condition rheLord pleaſes, 
be 1r apon a bed of ficknef; yer this gives his foul 
ſuch ſupport and comfort, that he ſhall nor ſay, I 
am fick ; fin being forgiven, the ſoul 15 well, when 
the body is in pain, 1. 33. 24. Let him be catt in- 
co 2 priſon, here's thar will turn a priſon. into a Pa- 
radife, Af, 5. 41. Lerbim be pincht with any out- 
ward want, this will ſupply all, 4s having nothing, 
and yet poſſeſſing all things, 2. Cor. 6. 10. thus you ſee 
how deinrable it 1s for its own excellency. 

2, Andas-it is deſirable for the ſweernefs of its 
own enjoyment, ſo alſo from rhe difficulty of its at« 
tainment ; all excellencies are lockr up under many 
difficulties; but none like this; it 1s indeed eafie to 
preſume an intereſt in Chrift, and chear a mans 
own ſoul with a dream and fancy of our own Crea- 
tion ;- bur ſure it's hard to ger a ſealed clear ritle to 
Chriſt and his benefits; and there be among others 
three things that make it difficult, . 

- (1. ) The corruptions that remain, and daily 
work in the beſt hearts, theſe are eyermore puzling 
and ſcaring the poor foul with fears and doubts 
abour 1:5 condition. Grace teacherth men due leve- 

R city 
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your faith upot ſeſus Chriſt ; ſet your ſelves this 
day to believe; the more ſtrong the dire ads of 
your faith ſhall be, the more clear and comfortable 
its reflex a&s are like ro be. There are three di- 
ſtin& offices or imployments for your faith ar rhis 
Table, viz. 1. Torealize. 2. Toapply. 3.To' 
infer from the ſufferings of Jeſus Chrift 
| ( 1.) Realize the ſufferings of Chriſt for you, 
and behold chem here repreſented in a true glaſs to 
the eye of faith: See you that Bread broken, and 
that Wine poured out? As ſure as this 15 ſo, Jeſus 
Chrift endured rhe Croſs, ſuffered the Wrath of 
the great and terrible God in his Soul, and in his. 
Body upon the curſed Tree, for and in the room 
of poor Condemned Sinners. Your faith for the 
one hath as much, yea, more certainty, than your 
ſenſe hath for the other. This is a faithful ſaying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the world to ſave Sinners, x Tim. I. 15. and without 
controverſie, great 1s the myſtery of Godlineſs, 
God was manifeſt in the fleſh, ec, r Tim. 3. 16, 
2. Apply the ſufferings of Chrift this day to thine 
own ſoul. Believe all this to be done & ſuffered in 
thy room, and for thy ſake: He offered not this 
Sacrifice for his own fins, but ours, Iſa. 53. 9. 
Heb. 75, 27. He was Incarnate for you, Iſa. 9. 6. 
For us a Child is born; to us a Son is given. His death 
was for you, and in your ſtead, Gal. 3. 13. Hewas 
made a curſe for us; and when he roſe from the dead 
bs roſe for our juſtification, Rom. 4. 25. and now he is 
in glory art the right hand of God, he 1s there for 
us, Htb, 7. 25, Heever lives to make Interceſſion for us: 
I; 
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Tr was the pride, paſſion, earthlinefs, and unbelief 
of thy heart which Jeſus Chriſt groaned, bled, and 
died co procure a pardon for. - 

3: Infer from the ſufferings of Chriſt thoſe con- 
cluſions of faith that trend to aſſurance. As rhus,Did 
Chriſt die for me when I was an Enemy ? then 
ſurely being reconciled, T ſhall be ſaved by his lite, 
. Rom. 5 10. Again, Is Chrift dead for me ? then } 
ſhall never die eternally : Nothing ſhall ſeparate me 
from the love of God, it is Chriſt that died, Ron, 
8. 34+ | 
3. Direftion Mourn over all thoſe fins that cauſc 
the Lord to hide his Face from your ſouls. Have 
you grieved the Spirit by your fin? O, be grieved 
for it this day at your very hearts; cover the Table 
of the Lord with tears, Look upon him whom 
you have pterced, and mourn as for an only Son. 
Though there be no merit, yet there is much mercy 
in a broken heart for ſin; and there is no ſach 
advantage to ger your hearrs broken as this is which 
1s now before you. When the ſhower of Repen- 
rance is fallen, the Heavens over thee may be clear, 


_ the Sun ſhine out in is brightneſs upon thy 
ſoul, 

4- Dir:im In a word, pour out thy ſoul to 
God in hearty defires for a ſealed and clear intereſt 
in his love this day ; tell him it is a mercy thou va- 
lueft above life, Thy favour is better than life, Plal- 
63.3. Tell him, thou art not ableto live with the 
jealoufies and ſufpiciors of his loye 3 thou arr but : 
rorment ro thy ſelf, whilſt thy intereſt inhis love 
abides under acloud. Beſeech.him to pity thy 
" | Poor 
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poor affiifted ſoul, which hathlain down and riſen 
ſo long with theſe fears and tremblings, and been 
a ſtranger to comfort for ſo many days. Tell him 
how weak thy hands have been, and ſtill are in du- 
ties of obedience, tor want of this ſtrength and en- 
couragement. Engage thy ſoul ro him th1s day to 
be more a&ive, chearfaul, and fruitful in his ſervice, 
if jr will pleaſe him now to, free thee from thoſe 
fears and doubts that have clopg'd thee in all thy 
former duties. O, cry unto lym in the words, 
and with the deep ſenſe of the Spouſe in this Text. 
Set me :5 a ſeal upon thy heart, as a ſeal upon thine 
arm, for love is ſtrong as death, jealoutie is cruel 
as the grave, the coals thereof are coals of fire, 
OP 


The Twelfth Meditation. 


UPON 


And to know the love of 
Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge. 


"x HE knowledge of Chrift,and of his love,is de- 
ſervedly 1n this place ſer down among the de- 
fiderataChriſtianorum,the moſt deſireable enjoyments 
of Believers in this world. This love of Chrift had 
centred the Apoſtles heart, he was ſwallowed up 
in the meditation and admiration of it, and would 
have all hearts inflamed and affc&ed withir, as his 
Was. Some 
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Some think the Apoſtle ſpeaks Zxtatically in this 
place, and knows not how to make the parrs of his 
diſcourſe conſiſtent with each other, when he puts 
them upon endeavours to know that love of Chriſt, 
which himſelf confeſſes to paſs knowledge. 

But though his heart was raviſhed with the love of 
Chriſt,yer there is no contradi&ion or inconſiſtency 
in his diſcourſe. He doth earneſily deſire for the 
Epheſzans, that they may know the love of Chriſt, z. 2. 
that they might experimentally know his love, which 
paſſeth knowledge; that is, as ſome expound it, all 
other kinds of knowledge ; yea, and all knowledge 
of Chrift which .is not pra&ical and experimental, 

Or thus, Labour roget the cleareſt and fulleſt 
apprehenſive knowledge of Chriſt and his love, that 
15 atrainable 1n this world, though you cannot ar- 
rive to a perfect comprehenſive knowledge of either. 
Mens bumana hoc & capit, & non capit ; atquein to Ca- 
pit, quod rapitur in admirationem, as others reconcile 
It. The note from ir is, 

DoR. That the love of Criſt ſurpaſſes and tranſeids 

the knowledge of the moſt illuminated Believers. 

The love of Chriſt is roo deep for any created un- 
derſtanding to fathom , 'tis unſearchable love, and 
It 15 ſo in divers reſpes, | 

I, It 15 unſearchable in reſpeR of its antiquity, No 
Underſtanding of man can trace ir back ro its firſt 
ſpring, ir flows from one eternity to another : We 
receive the fruits and effeRs of it now; but O, how 
ancient 1s that root that bears them! He loved vs 
before this world was made, and will continue fo ro 
do, when it ſhall be reduced into aſhes, Er 1s ſaid, 

Prez, 
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Prov. 8. 30, 31. When he gave the Sta his decree, when 
be appointed the foundations of the Earth, then was Thy | 


' bim, as one brought up with him, and I was daily his de- 


light, reoycing always before him, rejoycing in the habi- 
table parts of his Earth, and my delights were with the 
Sons of men. ; 

2. The freeneſs of the love of Chriſt paſſes knows 
ledge. No man knows, nor can any words expreſs : 
how free the love of Chrift roms people 15: It is 
faid 1/2. 55.8. My thoughts are not your thoughts. The 
meanirg 1s, My Grace, Mercy, and Love to you 1s 
one thing, as 1tisin my thoughts, and quite an- 
other rhing when ir comes 1nto your thoughts, In 
my thoughts it 1s like it ſelf, free, rich, and unchan- 
gable; bur in your thoughts ir 15 limited and nar- 
rowed, pincht in within your ftreight and narrow 
concepriotis, that it is not like it {<lf, but altered 
according to the model and platform of Creatures, 
according, to which, you draw it in your minds, 
Alas, we do but alter and ſpoil his love, when we 
think there is any thing in us, or done by us, that 
can be a motive, inducement, or recompence tO ir. 
His love is fo free, thar it pirched it ſelf upon us, 
before we had any lovelineſs in us at all. When we 
were in 6a blood, he ſaid unto us, Live; and that was 
the time of love, 1t did not ſtay till we had our Orna- 
ments upon us, bur embraced us in our blood, in 
our moſt loathfome ſtate ;z and of all ſeaſons, thar is 
the ſeaſon of love, the choſen time of love, Exeb. 
16. 5,8, Chriſt loved us not upon the account of 
any fore-ſeen excellency 1n us, or upon any CX- 
pcRation of —— from us: Nay, he loved 
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us not only withour, but againft our deſeri:. No- 
thing in natvre 1s found fo tree as the love of Chriſt 
Is; cur thoughts therefore of this /ov- ;oing bes 
yond all examples and inftances thar are 'ound a- 
mong men, quickly loſe themſelves in 21 i21unenſe 
Ocean of tree grace, where they can find nekher 
bank nor bottom. | 
The bounty and [btrality of the love of Chriſt ro 
his people, paſſerh knowledge. Who can number 
or value the fruitsof his love ? They arc more than 
the Sands npon the Sea-fſhore. It woul1 weary 
the arm of an Ange! ro write down the thouſandth 
part of the effeRs of his love, which come to the 
ſhare of any particular Chriſtian in this world, Who 
can, rell how many fins it pardons ? Tye free gift is 
of many offences unto juſtifi:ation, Rom, $. 15. How 
many dangers it prevents, or-how many wants 1t 
ſupplies? This we know, that of his fulnee, we all 
receive grace for grace, oh. 1. 16. Bur how fall 
of grace Chriſt 1s, and how many mercies have, 
and ſhail flow to us out of thar Fountain of love, 
this 15 unknown to mmn, to the beft, wiſeſt, and 
moſt obſervant men. O!1f the records of the mer- 
cies of our hives were or could be gathered and'kep:, 
what vaſt volumes would they ſwell to ?*Tits true 1n- 
deed, you have the total ſum piven you1n 1 Co. 
3. 22» All are yours, bat it is ſuch a number as no 
man can number. | 
The Conftancy of Chriſt's love to his People paileri 
knowledge : No length of time, no diftance or 
. place, no change of condition, eicher with him. -: 
us, can poſſibly make any alzerarion of lis at: t'- 
| . | 05 
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ons towards us. He is the ſame yeſterday. to day, 
and ior ever, Ht. 13.8. Ir 1s noted alſo by the 
Evangeliſt, Joh. 13. 1. That having loved vis own 
which were in the world, he loved them to the end. *Tis 
true, his condition isaltered, he 1s no more in this 
world conrerfing with his People, as he did once 
in the days of ms Fleſh: He 15 row at the righc 
hand of God, in the higheſt glory ; bur yer his 
heart is the ſame that ever it was, for love and ten- - 
derneſs to his People. Our conditions alſo are often 
alered in this world, but his love ſuffers no altera- 
' flon. Yea, whiclT is much more admirable, 

do many things daily that grieve him, and ofte 
him, yethe takes not away his loving kindneſs from 
us, nor ſuffers his faichfulneſs to fail. We pour 
out ſo ach cold water of unkindnefs and provoca- 
tion as is enough to cool and quench any love in 
the world, except Hig love;. but 'notwirbſtanding 
all, he continues unchangeable 1n love ro us. This 
Peter found, notwirhftanding ghar grear offence of 
his : No ſooner, was the Lord riſen from the dead, 
bur he preets him inthe ſtyle of his former love 
and ancient reſpet, Go tel! the Diſciples, and tellPe- 
rers” 

So then, the love of Chriſt is a love tranſcending 
all Creature-love, and hymane Underſtanding, 
We read 1n Ro. 5. 7, 8. Thatprradoerture, for 4 good 
man, ſome would even dare to die: Bur we never find 
where any beſide Jeſus Chrift would lay down his 
life for Enemies. Ir 1s recorded as an unparallel'd 
inſtance of love 10 D:»onand Pithias, the rwo Sica- 
lianPhiloſoners,that each had courage enough to = 
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for his friend ; for one of them being condemned 

to die by the Tjrant, and defiring to give the laſt 
farewel to his Family, his Friend went into prifon 
for him, as his Surety to die for him, ifhe return= 
ed not at the appointed time ; but he did not die; 
yea, he had ſuch a confidence in his friend, that 
he would not ſuffer him by default to die for him ; 
and if he had, yet he had dicd for his Friend: 
Bur ſach was the love of Chriſt, that it did not only 
put him under danger of death, but put him a&u- 
' ally unto death; yea, the worft of deaths, and 
of for his Enemies. O what manner oflove is 

is! Weread ofthe love that Facob had for Rachel, 
and how he endured both the cold of Winter, and 
heat of Summer for her ſake : But what 1s this to 
the love of Jeſus, who for us endured the heat of 
God's Wrath? Beſide, ſhe was beautiful, but we 
unlovely. David wiſh'd for Abſolow his Son, 
Would God T bad died for thee. But it was but a wiſh, 
and had ir come tothe proof, David would have 
ſhrinkt from death, for all the affe&ion he bare his 
beauriful Son. But Chriſt a&ually gave his life for 
us, and did not only wiſh he had done it. O love 
tranſcending the love of Creatures; yea, and ſur- 
mounting all Creature-knowledge. - The Uſes fol- 
low. 

1. Uſe. If the love of Chrift paſs knowledge, 
O! then admireit ; yea, live and die in the. won- 
der and admiration of the love of Chriſt. As it is 
a ſign of great weakneſs to admire ſmall and com- 
mon things, ſo 1t ſpeaks great ſtupidity nor to be 

AﬀeRed with great and unuſual things. O Chrifti- 
y ans 
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an, 1f thou be one that converſeſt with the thoughts 
of this love, rhou cavſt not bur admire ir ; and rhe 
more thou ſtudieſt, the more fii]l witt thou be aſto- 
niſhed atir. And among the many Wonders that 
will appear tn the love of Chriſt, theſe rwo will 
moſt of all affe& thee, viz. 

7. That ever it pirchr ar firſt on chee. 

. 2. That it is not by ſomany ſins quencht towards 
nee, 

( 1. ) Tis admirable that ever the love of Chriit 
Pitchr ar firſt upon chee 3 for are there nor millions 
In the worlg of ſweeter rempers, and berter con- 
fiirutzons than thy ſe!f, whom it hath paſt by, and 
yer imbraced thee ? Loyd ( faid the Difcinie: ) row 
z it that thou wilt manifeſt tiy ſelf unto us, and not un- 


£0 the world? Toh. 14. 22. Surely he dil nor fer his * | 


fove upon thee, nor chuſe thee, becauſe rhou waſt 
berrer than orhers, bur becauſe he loved thee. 

( 2.) It is admirable that his love ro thee 1s nox 
£xtinguiſhed by fo many fins 2s thou haſt commit- 
red againſt him. Lay thy hand, Chriſtian, this 
day, upon thy heart, and be-rhink thy felf how 
many have been the provocations, wrongs, and 
diſhonours thou haſt been guilty of againſt thy God, 
and thar fince he called thee by his grace, and ſer 
his love upon thee : Whar, and yet love the hill ! 
Yea, notwirhſtan:!ing all, he 1 ſtill thy God, and 
loves thee with an uachangcable love. O! with 
how many notwithſtandings 15 his love continued 


| to thy ſoul? All this is juft matrrer of admiration 


and wonder for ever. 
bs che love of Chrift paſt knowledge ? an un- 
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| ſearchable love ? then learn whence ang why it is 


that the ſouls of Believers never are, nor can be 
tired in beholding and enjoying Jeſus Chriſt, We 
uſe to ſay, one thing 1s tireſome 3 and it 15 very 
true, if 1t be an earthly thing, it will be fo, how 


ſweer or excellent ſoever it ſeems at firſt ; and the - 


reaſon 1s, becauſe the beſt Creature-enjoyment 15 
bur a ſhallow thing, and a few thoughts will ſound 
Itto the bottom ; and there being no ſupply ofnew 
matter to feed the hungry ſoul upod, it 1s quickly 
faced and cloyed with the repetition of the fame 
thing over and over, but it is far otherwiſe in 
Chrift ; for though he be but one, yet in that one 
thing all things are virtually and eminently con- 


.. tained, ſo that every day he ſeems a new Chriſt 


for ſweetne(s, and yer is the ſame Chriſt ſtill, And 
in Heaven the Redeemed ſhall view him with as 
much wonder, and love jim with as much ardour 
after millions of years, as they did at their firſt 
ſight of him. O! there is no bottom in the love of 
Chriſt ; it paſſeth knowledge. 

3- In a word, beſtow your beſt and chiefeft love 
upon Chrift, whoſe love to you paſſeth all know- 
ledge. Let no creature be loved equally with 
Chrift, bur as his love to you paſſeth all Creature- 
love, ſoler yours co him be a matchleſs love. 

Believer, Chriſt loves thee with an unſearch- 
able love, he loves thee more than the deareſt 


' ffriend, that is, as thine own ſoul loves thee. 


He loves thee more than thou loveſt thy Child, 
or the Wife of thy boſom; more than thy 


a@youl loves thy body, wih which it is ſo intimately 


unnce : 
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united : And wilt thou content thy ſef with ſuch 
| Poor, narrow, zemiſs affe&ions to Jeſus Chriſt. O ' 
look upon him this day in his red Garments, be- 
hold himin the ſtrength of his love breaking through 
the Curſe of the Law, the Wrath of God, the A- 
gonies of Death, to brig home rhe fruits of his 
eternal Jove to thy ſoul, And whillt rhou art be- 
holding and muſing upon it, ler thy hearc melt, 
thy eyes drop, ard thy very ſoul cry our, 
Behold how he loved ime ! 
G& Blrfſ:d be Godfor Feſus Chriſt, 


A Hymn 
UPON 


Rom. 5. v. 6, 7, 8, 9,10, TH 


Verſe. 
6, Hen We were diſtitnte of ſtrength, 
our ſelves t3 velp or ſave, 
_ Chriſt for ungodliniſs at length, 
vis Life a Ranſom gave. 
*. For oat that's Righteous, we would gritcy 
to {ay our life ro ſtake, 
{fn for a good man, it wer! much, 
ſuco an texagoange to make 


3. Bus .. 


8- But God his matchleſs love commends, 
#n that Chriſt Jeſus dies - 

For us, when-we were not his friends, 
but wretched Enemies. . 


3 9. Much more being juſtified and fret, 


.. thrqugh his own blood from ſin, 

F. From wrath to come we ſat'd ſhall bt, 

& , eve bythe life of him. 

& T0. For if when my for #5, 
Chriſts aeath did end the ſtrife : 


F Much more when reconciled thus, 


He'll ſave us by his life. 
IJ. Yea, more than ſo, wetriumph now 
= 7 God with one Accord, 
Having fictiv'd Atonement through 
W Chriſt 7eſus our own Lord. 
 * Wherefore tohim, who is the fiiſt 
| begotten of the dead, 
Who over earthly Princes muſt, 
be ſupream Lord and Head : 
Even to him who lov'd us ſo, 
- to waſhus inhis blood, 
And mabeus Kings, and Prieſts unto 
' his Father, and his God: f 
To him Dominion therefore, + 
_ byus brgivin, when 
This preſent world ſhall be no more ; 
+ To which, wt ſay, Amen, 


FINIS: 
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